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| { RN Letters were 
Peel put into my Hands, 
and what Pains [ 
have talen in tranſlating them ; I 
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iv The PuzLISHER 


long a Scholar to the late moſt 
learned Mr. Dadichy Inerpreter 
of the Oriental Languages, I have 
acquired Skill enough in the Per- 
fan Tongue, to be able to give the 
Senſe of them pretty juſtly; though 
1 muſt acknowledge my Tranſla- 
tion far inferior to the Eaſtern 
Sublimity of the Original, which 
n0 Engliſh Expreſſion can come up 
to, and which no Engliſh Reader 
wou d admire. 

J am aware that ſome People 
may ſuſpect that the Character of 


42 Perhan is fictitious, as many 


| ſuch Counter feits have appear'd 


both in France and England. But 
whoever reads them with Atten- 
tion will be convinc d, that they 


are certainly the Work of a per- 


fect Stranger. The Obſervations 


are ſo Foreign and out of the 
Way 


Way, /uch remote Hints and im- 
perfect Notions are taken up, our 
preſent happy Condition is in all 
Neſpecis fo ill underſtood, that it 
is hardly poſſible any Engliſhman 
ſhou'd be the Author. 

Yet as there is aPleaſure in know- 


ing how Things Here affect a Fo- 


reigner, though his Conceptions of 
them be ever ſo extravagant, 1 
think you may venture to expoſe 


them to the Eyes of the World, 
the rather becauſe it 1s plain the 
Man who wrote them is a Lover 
of Liberty; and muſt be ſuppos d 
more impartial than our Country- 
men when they ſpeak of their 
own admir d Cuſtoms, and favau- 
rite Opinions. 

I have nothing further to add 
but that it is a great Pity, they 
are not recommended to the Pub- 
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Publick by a Dedication to ſome 
Great Man about the Court, who 
wor d have Patroniz'd them for 
the Freedom of their Stile; hut 
the Publiſher not having the Ho- 
nour to be acquainted with any 
Body There, they muſt want that 
ineſtimable re and truff 
entirely to the Candour * the 
Reader. 1 m 


SIR, 
Your moſt humble 


Servant. 
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LETTER I. 
SEiiM to MiRza at Iſpaban. 


From London. 


HOU knoweſt, my deareſt 
BY Mirza, the Reaſons that moved 
me to leave my Conntry, and 
& viſit England; thou waſt thy- 

ſelf in a great meaſure 4 


Cauſe of it. The Relations we received 
from our Friend Uſzec of thoſe Parts of 
Europe which he had ſeen, rais'd in us an 
ardent Deſire to know the reſt, and partisu- 
larly this famous Iſland, of which, not having 
been there himſelf, he cou'd give us but 
imperfect Accounts. | 


By 


—_—_— 
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B y his Perſuaſion we determin'd to tra- 


vel hither, but when we were juſt ready to 


ſet out, the ſublime Orders of the Sophi our 
Maſter detain'd thee at the Feet of his ſa- 


' cred Throne. 


Unw1LLING as I was to go alone, I 
yielded to thy Importunities, and was con- 
tent to live "a among Strangers, and 
Enemies to the Faith, that I might be able 
to gratify thy Thirſt of Knowledge. 

My Voyage was proſperous, and I find 
this Country well worthy our Curioſity, 
The Recommendations given me by Uſtec 
to ſome Engliſh he knew at Paris, are a 
great Advantage to me; and I have taken 
ſuch Pains to learn the Language, that 1 
am already more capable of Converſation 
than a great many Foreigners I meet with 
here, who have reſided much longer in this 
Country, 

I s# ALL apply myſelf principally to 
ſtudy tbe Engliſh ek. ſo different 
from that of Pera, and of which Wbec has 
conceiv*d at a Diſtance ſo great an Idea, 

WHrHaTEvVER in the Manners of this 
People appears to me to be ſingular and 


fantaſtical, J will alſo give thee ſome Ac- 


count of; and if I may judge by what 1 
have ſeen already, this is a Subject which 
will not eaſily be exhauſted. 

Co Mx MU NfCAT E my Letters to Uſbec, 


and he will explain ſuch Difficulties to thee 


as 
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ſhou'd ſeem to you both to be wnaccount- 
able, do not therefore immediately conclude 
it falſe ; for the Habits and Reaſonings of 
Men are ſo very different, that what ap- 
pears the Exceſs of Folly in one Country, 
may in another be eſteemed the higheſt 
Wiſdom, ——— 
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LETT EN H. 
S ELIN to MIRZ A at Ippaban. 


From London. 


HE firſt Objects of a Stranger's Cu- 

rioſity are the Publick Spectacles. I 
was carried laſt Night to one they call an 
Opera, which is a Concert of Muſick 
brought from 7aly, and in every reſpect 
foreign to this Country. It was perform'd 
in a Chamber as magnificent as the reſplen- 
dent Palace of our Emperor, and as full of 
handſome Women as his Seraglio: They 
had no Eunuchs among them, but there was 
one who ſung upon be Stage, and by the 
luxurieus Tendernefs of his Airs ſeem'd fit- 
ter to make them wanton than keep them 


chaſte, | 
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whether he had been famous for Singing. 


at ſeeing him ſo properly repreſented, when 


\ InsTEz ap of the CO ner to ſuch 
Creatures he wore a Suit of Armour, and 


call'd himſelf Falins Czſar. ; 
EF as8x*D who Julius Cæſar was, and 


They told me, he was a Warrior that 
had conquer'd all the World, and debauch'd 


half the Women in Rome. 
I was going to expreſs my Admiration 


F heard two Ladies who fate nigh me cry 
out as it were in an Ecſtacy, O that dear 
Creature! Madam, a'n't you quite in Love 
with him? 
B LESS me, ſaid I, why ſhould the 
Women in this Country be ſo fond of Eu- 
nuchs? Methinks they have Men enough 
about them. | 
AT the ſame time I heard a Gentleman 
fay aloud, that both the Muſick and Sing- 
ers were deteſtable. 
You muſt not mind him, faid my 
Friend, he is of the ober Party, and comes 
here only as a Spy. . ets | 
How, ſaid I, have you Parties in Mu- 
fick ? Yes, reply'd he, it is a Rule with 
us to judge of nothing by our Senſes or 
Underſtanding, but to hear, and ſee, and 
think, only as we chance to be differently 
engaged. 3 
I hope, ſaid I, that a Stranger may be 
neutral in theſe Diviſions ; and to * he 
ru 
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Truth, your Muſick is very far from 
inflaming me to a Spirit of Faction; it is 
much more likely to lay me afleep. Ours: 
in Per/ia ſets us all a-dancing, but I am 
quite unmoved with this. 

Do but fancy it moving, return'd my 
Friend, and you will ſoon be moved as: 
much as others: it is a Trick you may 
learn when you will with a little Pains; we 
have moſt of us learnt it in our Turns. 
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LETTER I; 
SELIX to Mirza at Ipaban. 


From London. 


EING defirous to fee the Form of 
an Exglih Wedding, I was obliged 
to go into one of their Moſques, for Mar- 
riage here is eſteemed à Religious Ceremony, 
and that I believe is one Reaſon among 
others why ſo little Regard is paid to it. 
There were two Couple to be married that 
Day; the firſt was an Old Man and a 
Young Girl, the next, an Old Woman 
and a Young Man. | | 
{ was ſurprized at the Extravagance of. 
their Choice; but was told that the two 
Old People were very rich, and that the 
Young Ones married them tor their Money 
— Out 


? A Y 6 
— Out of the four, ſaid I to my Com- 


that they wou'd love one another all their 
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anion, I cou'd make one happy Match : 

wou'd give the two Women to that 
Youth who wants the Fortune of one to 
maintain the other; and I wou'd make 
1g Man guard them by way of Eu- 
uuc b. 

Wk the Ceremony was performing I 
obſery'd the poor young Maid; and ſaw, 
that though her Hand was in the Gripe of 
decrepit Threeſcore, her Eyes and Heart were 


fix 'd on five and Twenty : The young Fel- 


low too bent his Glances all that Way, 
and feem'd to tell her that he was entirely 
at her Service, notwithſtanding any Obli- 
gation to. the contrary : Nay, the Prieſt 


himfelf look'd as if he had much rather 


have perform*d the Concluſion of the Cere- 
_ * the Beginning; and on my 
Conſcience the Holy Man was as well qua- 


lified for that Office as for his. 


I was ready to laugh to hear them vow 


Lives, as if it was poſſible to anſwer for 
Inclination ſo long before-hand; though in- 


.deed they might ſafely promife to love to 


Eternity as well as they did then. 
Bur I cou'd not help rejoicing that 


I was bern in a reaſonable Country, where 


Marriages are made for Pleaſure not for 
Profit, and where they laſt no Jonger than 
the Likins which form'd them * 

ELIM 
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LETTER IV. 
SELIM to MIRZ A at 1/hahan, 


From London. 


Was this Morning preſent at a Diverſion 
extreamly different from the Opera, of 
which I have given thee a Deſcription, and 
they tell me it is peculiar to this Country. 
The Spectators were placed in Galleries of 
an open Circus; below them was an Area 
filled not with Eunuchs and Muſicians, but 
withBulls andBears, andDogs and Fighting- 
Men. The Pleaſure was to ſee the Ani- 
mals worry and gore one another, and the 
Men give and receive many Wounds for ſo 
much Money. I had great Compaſſion for 
the poor Beaſts which were forcibly incens'd 
againſt each other; but the human Brutes, 
who unexeited by any Rage or Senſe of In- 
Jury could ſpill the Blood of others, and ex- 
e their own, ſeem'd to me to deſerve no 
Pity. However I look'd upen it as a Proof 
of the martial Genius of this People, and 

imagin'd I could diſcover in that F f As 
Spirit of Freedom. A Frenchman that fate 
near me was much offended at the Barbarity 
of the Sight, and reproach'd my Friend who 
| droughit 
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brought me thither with the ſanguinary Diſ- 
poſition of the Exgliſb, in delighting in ſuch 
Spectacles. My Friend agreed with him in 
general, and allow'd that it ought not to be 
encourag'd in a civi)iz'd State: But a Gen- 
tleman who was placed juſt above them caſt 
a very ſour Look at both, and did not ſeem 
at all of their Opinion. He was dreſt in a 


ſhort black Wig, had his Boots on, and held 


inhisHanda long Whip, which, when theFel- 
low Fought ftoutly, he would crack very 
loud by way of Approbation. One wou'd have 
thought by his Aſpect that he had fought 
ſome Prizes himſelt, or at leaſt that he had 
receiv'd a good Part of his Education in 
this Place. His Diſcourſe was as rough as 
his Figure, but did not = wag to me to want 
Senſe. I ſuppoſe, Sir, ſaid he to my Friend, 
that you have been bred at Court, and 
thereſore I am not ſurpriz'd that you do 
not reliſh the Bear- Garden: But let me tell 
you, that if more People 'came hither, and 
fewer loiter'd in the Drawing-Room it 
wou'd not be the worſe for Old England : 


We are indeed a civiliz'd State, as you are 


pleas'd to call it, but I cou'd with upon eer- 
tain Occaſions we were not quite ſo Civil. 
This Gentleneſs and Effeminacy in our Man- 
ners will ſoften us by Degrees into Slaves, 
and we ſnall grow to hate fighting in ear- 
neſt when we don't love to ſee it in Jeft, 
You fine Gentlemen are for the Taſte of 

modern 
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modern Rome, ſqueakingEunuchs and aPen- 
fon, but 1 am for that of ancient Rome, 
Gladiators and Liberty. And as for the 


Barbarity which the Foreigner there 
upbraids us with, I can tell him of a French 
King whom their Nation is very proud of, 
that acted much more a for he 
ſhed the Blood of Millions of his Subjects 
out of downright Wantonneſs, and butcher'd 
his innocent Neighbours without any Cauſe 
of Quarrel, only to have the Glory of 
being eſteem'd the greateſt Prize- Fighter in 
Europe. 


neee 


LETTER V. 


ToKouL1 MoxLAck one of the Mi- 
niſters of the Tomb at Medina, 


LAS! moſt venerable Mollack, I fear 
CY. I am too bold in writing to thee : 
Thou wilt ſhudder at receiving a Letter in- 
ſected with the Air of an impure and unhal- 
lowed Climate. Thy Sanctity is equal to the 
Angels who are joined with thee ia guarding 
the holy Tomb. Thy Soul is centinuall 
with the Prophet far removed from the Duſt 
and Corruption of this earthly Spot: Thou 


art aſbam d of the Glories of the World; 


Thou ſeekeſt no Precedency but in Goodneſs : 
Thou art bumbler than the Worm which my 
| we 
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well knoweſt muſt one Day feed upon thee, 
If any Man ſhould offer thee his Geld thou 
would trample it under thy Feet: If the 
Sultan thy Maſter ſhould conſult thee on 
his temporal Affairs, thou woud'ſt tell him 
thy Knowledge is confin'd to the Book / 
God, and all thy Thoughts taken up with 
that alone. What then ſhall I ſay to thee, 
O holy Me/lack, that is worthy a Moment 
of thy Attention? Shall I tell thee of the 
Laws and Cuſtoms of the People with whom 
F dwell? Ne, thoſe Subjects are too pro- 
phane, and would diſturb thee from higher 

editations. I will therefore tel] thee what 
T know will pleaſe thee better ; that the true 
Religion is by Degrees introducing itfelf a- 
mong theſe Infidels. A Beam of Light from 
the Temple of Chaaba has pierced the 
Darkneſs thatenclos'd them, andgives a com- 


fortable Promiſe of a brighter Day. The 


moſt difficult Precept of our Law is alrea- 
dy received in Englaud, there are Numbers 
who abſtain from the U of Wine, | 

- Trar Prohibition ſo often broke by 
"Mufllemen, is here religiouſly obſerv'd, and 
I am aſſured that the Sect of theſe MWater- 
Drinkers encreaſes daily. The Prieſts in- 


_ deed are alarmed at this new Practice, which 


they look upon as dangerous to them, and 
therefore do not encourage it by their Ex- 
ample; but, notwithſtanding theirObſtinacy 
the Truth prevails, and thou may'ſt ſoon ex- 
peta general Reformation. 
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LETTER VI. 
31 LIN to MIR Z A at Iſpaban. 


From London. 


T is the Law of England, that when 2 
Debtor is inſolvent, his Creditors may 
ſhut him up in Priſon, and keep him there 
it they pleaſe for all his Life, unleſs he pays 
the whole of what he owes. My Curioſity 
led me the other Day to one of thoſe Pri- 
ſons: My Heart is ſtill heavy with the Re- 
membrance of the Objects I ſaw there. A- 
mong the various Cauſes of their Undoing, 
ſome are of ſo extraordinary a Kind, that I 
can't help relating them to thee. One of 
the Priſoners who carried in his Looks the 
moſt ſettled Melancholy, told me he had 
been Maſter of an eaſy Fortune, and liv'd 


very happily a good While, till he became- 


acquainted with a Lawyer, who in looking 
over ſome old Writings of his Family un- 
luckily diſcover'd certain Parchments that 
gave him a Right to an Eſtate in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of one of his Neighbours z upon which 


he was perſuaded to go to Law; and after 


proſecuting his Suit for twenty Years with a 
Vexation 
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Vexation that had almoſt turn'd his Brain, 
he made the Lawyer's Fortune, reduc'd his 
Neighbour to Brggary, and had no ſooner 
gain'd his Cauſe, but his Creditors ſeiz'd on 
both Eſtates, and ſent him to enjoy his Vic. 
tory in a Jail. 
NexT to him was a young Fellow of 
* Vivacity, and who ſeem'd nothing 
ejected with his Misfortune. He had run 
out a good Eſtate in a little Time by putting 
his Affairs in an Attorney's Hands, who 
involved him in ſuch a Laberanth of Mort- 
gages, Annuities, andBonds, that he was not 
able to extricate himſelf out of it. I found 
him very buſy among a Heap of Law Books 
which he told me was his Study, and that 
by the Help of them he did not doubt but 
he ſhou'd raiſe a better Fortune than he had 
loſt; for, added he, I know by my own 
Experience, whoſoever is ſkill'd in their My- 
ſeries can never be poor. Lands and Te- 
nements are tranſitory Things; but this is 
an inexhauſtible Fund, which the more you 
draw from it, will yield the more. At 
theſe Words he fell a reading again, and 
ſeemed not to care to be longer interrupted. 
A third inform'd me that he was a Citi- 
zen, and born to a conſiderable Eſtate, but 
being covetous to improve it, had married 
a very rich Heireſs, who was ſo vaſtly gen- 
teel in her Expences, and found ſo many 
Ways of doing Credit to herſelf and her 
5 Husband, 
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Huſband, that ſhe quickly ſent him from 
his new Houſe near the Court, to the Lodg- 
ings in which I found him. Why did not 
ou divorce her, ſaid I to him, when you 
found that her Extravagance wou'd be your 
Ruin? Ah Sir, replied he, I ſhou'd have 
been a happy Man it I cou'd but have caught 
her with a Gallant, I might then have got 
rid of her by Law; but to my Sorrow ſhe 
was virtuous as well as ugly; her only Paſ- 
ſions were Equipage and Gaming. I 
was infinitely ſurpriz'd that a Man ſhould 
wiſh to find his Wife an Adultereſs, or that 
he ſhou'd be obliged to keep her to his 
undoing only becauſe ſhe was not one. 

ANOTHER ſaid he was a Gentleman 
of a good Family, and having a Mind to 
riſe in the State, ſpent ſo much Money to 

rchaſe a Seat in Parliament, that though 

e ſucceeded pretty well in his Views at 
Court, the Salary did not pay the Debt; 
and being unable to get himſelf choſe again 
at the next Election, he loft his Place and 
his Liberty both together. 

THE next that I ſpoke to was reputed the 
beſt Scholar in Europe; he underſtood the 
Oriental Languages, and talk*d to me in 
very good Arabick. 

I ask*d how it was poſſible that ſo learned 
a Man ſhou'd be in Want, and whether all 
the Books he had read cou'd not keep him 
out of Jail? Sir, ſaid he, thoſe Books _ 

| e 
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the very Things that brought me hither, 
Wou'd to God I had been bred a Cobler : I 
ſhou'd then have poſſeſs d ſome uſeful Know- 
ledge, and might have kept my Family 
from ſtarving : But the World which I read 
of, and That I liv'd in were ſo very different, 
that I was undone by the Force of Specu- 
lation, | | 

TTR E was another who had been bred 
to Merchandize, but being of too lively an 
Imagination for the Dulneſs of Trade, he 
applied himſelf zo Poetry, and neglecting 
his other Buſineſs, was ſoon reduced to the 
State I ſaw him in: But he aſſured me he 
ſhou'd not be long there; for his lucky Con- 
finement having given him more Leiſure for | 
Study, he had quitted Poetry, and taken to 
the Mathematicks, by the means of which 
be had found out the Longitude, and ex- 
pected to obtain a great Reward which the 
Government promis'd to the Diſcoverer. I 
perceived he was not in his perfect Senſes, 
and pitied ſuch an odd Sort of Frenzy; but 
my Compaſſion was infinitely greater for 
ſome unhappy People who were ſhut up in 
that miſerable Place, by having loſt their 
Fortunes in the publick Funds, or in pri- 
vate Projects, which the Wickedneſs of theſe 
Times has been very fertile of, that under 
the fallacious Notion of great Advantage, 
draw in the Unwary to their Deſtruction. 
Good Heaven, ſaid I, can it be poſſible that 
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m a Country govern'd by Laws, the Inno- 
cent who are cheated out of all ſhou'd be 
ut in Priſon, and the Villains who cheat 
them left at Liberty | With this Reflexion I 
ended my Enquiries, and wiſh'd myſelf ſafe 
out of a Land where ſuch a Mockery of J u- 
{tice is carried on. 


ENA Manasse 


LETTER VII. 
SELIM to MIRZZ A at Ipaban. 


From London. 


W as the other Day in a Houſe where I ſaw 
a Sight very ſtrange to a Perſian; there 
was a Number of Tables in the Room round 
which were placed ſeveral Setts of Men and 


upon ſome Bis of painted Paper which they 
held in their Hands : I imagin'd at firſt that 
they were performing ſome Magical Cere- 
mony, and that the Figures I ſaw traced on 
the Bits of Paper were a Myſtical Taliſman 
or Charm : What more confirm'd me in 
this Belief was the Grimaces and Diſtortions 
of their Countenances, much like thoſe of 
our Magicians in the Act of Conjuring: 
But 1 of the Gentleman that intro- 
duced me, I was told they were at Play, 


Women: They ſeem'd wonderfully intent 


— - 


juſt enough to furniſh out one Night's Play, 


verſaries engage them at great Advantage, 
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and that This was the Favourite Diverſion of 
both Sexes. | 

Wx have quite another Way of diver- 
ting ourſelves with the Women in Perſia, 
anſwered I. But I ſee no Signs of Mirth 
among them : If they are merry, why dor't 
they Laugh, or Sing, or Jump about ? li 
I may jndge of their Hearts by their Looks, 
half of theſe Revellers are ready to hang 
themſelves! That may be, ſaid my Friend, 
for very likely they are loſing more than 
they are worth.— How! faid I, Do you 
call. that Play? — Yes, replied he, they 
never are well pleas'd unlefs their whole For- 
tunes are at Stake: Thoſe Cards you fee 
them hold are to decide whether he who i: 
now a Man of Quality ſhall be a Beggar, or 
another who is now a Beggar, and has but 


ſhall be a Man of Quality. e 
Tux lat, ſaid I, is in the Right; for he 
ventures nothing: But what Excuſe can be 
thought on for the former? Are the Nobi- 
lity in England ſo indifferent to Wealth and 
Honour as to expoſe them without the leaſt 
Neceſſity? I muſt believe that they are 
generally ſure of Winning, and that thoſe 
they play with have the Odds againſt *em. 
Irx the Chance was only equal, anſwe— 
red he, it wou'd be tolerable ; but their Ad- 
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6 and are too wiſe to leave any thing to For- 
47 tune. 2 $3 5,3, 2-4 
# Tus comes, ſaid I, of your being 


ia, allow'd the Uſe of Wine. It theſe Gentle- 


bo men and Ladies were. not quite intoxicated 
= with that curſed Liquor, they cou'd not 


. poſſibly act ſo abſurdly. — But why does 
bot the Government take Care of them when 
18 they are in that Condition? Methinks the 


1 Fellows that rob them in this manner ſhould 
. be brought to Juſtice. 


AL As, anſwered he, thefe Cheats are an 
©) WF innocent Sort of People: They only prey 
upon the Yices and Luxury of a few Parti- 
culars; but there are others who raiſe Eſtates 
by the Miſeries and Ruin of their Country x 
who game not with their ow# Money, but 
with the Publict, and ſecurely play away the 
' WH Subſtance of the Orphan and the Widow, of 
tne Huſbandman and the Trader, Till Ju- 
be ſtice is done upon theſe, the others have a 

Right to Impunity ; and it is no Scandal to 
Tee Gameſters live like Gentkemen, where Stock- 
oft jobbers live like Princes, 


d- SeELIM. 
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LETTER VIII. 
SELIM to MI RZ A at Jſþahar. 


From London. 


HOU woud'ſt be aſtoniſh'd to hear 
ſome Women in this Country talk of 
Love: Their Diſcourſes about it are as re- 
fin'd as their Notions of Paradiſe, and they 
exclude the Pleaſure of the Senſes out of 
both. But however ſatisfied they may be 
in the World to come with ſuch Viſionary 
oys, it is my Opinion, that the niceſt of 
em all, if ſhe were to enjoy her Paradiſe 
here wou'd make it a Mahbometan one. I 
had lately a Converſation on this Subject 
with one of theſe Platonicks (for that is the 
Title they affe&.)in Anſwer to all her pretty 
Reaſonings ; I told her the following Tale 
dy who wasa Platonick like her- 


ſelf. 
The Loves of Ludovico and Honoria. 


HE City of Genoa has been always 
famed above any Town in Europe for 
the Refinement of its Gallantry. It is 


common there tor a Gentleman to profeſs 
himſelf 
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himſelf the humble Servant of a hand ſome 
Woman, and wait upon her to every pub- 
lick Place for twenty Years together, with - 
out ever ſeeing her 1n 3 or being en- 
titled to any greater Favours than à kind 
Look or a Touch of her fair Hand. Of all 
this ſighing Tribe the moſt enamour'd, the 
moſt conſtant, and the molt reſpectful was 
Signor Ludovico. ü eee 
H 1s Miſtreſs Honoria Grimaldi only 
Daughter to a Senator of that Name, was. 
the greateſt Beauty of the Age in which ſhe 
lived, and at the ſame time the coyeſt and 
molt reſerv'd. So great was her Nicety in 
the Point of Love, that although ſhe cou'd - 
not be inſenſible to the Addreſſes of Signor 
Ludovico, yet ſhe cou'd not bring herſelf to 
think of marrying her Lover, which, ſhe 
ſaid, was admitting him to Freedoms en- 
tirely inconſiſtent with the Reſpect that Cha- 
racter requires. In vain did he tell her of 
the Violence of his Paſſion for her; ſhe an- 
ſwer' d, that her's for him was no lefs vio- 
lent; but it was his Mind ſhe loved, and 
cou'd enjoy that without going to Bed tg” 
him. Ludovico was ready to defSair at theſe” 
Diſcourſes of his Miſtreſ;: He cou'd not 
but admire ſuch fine Sentiments, yet he 
wiſh'd ſhe had not been quite fo per ſect. 
He writ her a very melancholy Letter, and 
ſhe return'd him one in Verſe full of fab-! 
lime Expreſſions about Love, but not a! 
N B SR 


RI” 
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Word that tended to fatisfy the poor Man's 
Impatience. At laſt he applied himſelf to 
her Father, and to engage him to make uſe 
of his Authority, offer'd to take Honoria 
without a Portion. The Father, who was 
a plain Man, was mightily pleas'd with this 
Propoſal, and made no Difficulty to pro- 
miſe him Succeſs. Accordingly he very 
roundly told his Daughter, that ſhe muſt be 
married the next Day or go to a Nunnery. 
This Dilemma ſtartled her very much. In 
ſpite of all her Repugnance to the Marri- 
age Bed, ſhe found ſomething about her 
ſtill more averſe to the Idea of a Cloiſter : 
An abſolute Separation from Ludovico was 
what ſhe cou'd not bear ; it was even worſe 
than an abſolute Conjunction. In this Di- 


ſtreſs ſhe did not know what to do, ſhe 


turn'd over above a hundred Romances to 
fearch for Precedents; and after many Strug- 
gies with herſelf reſolved to ſurrender upon 

erms. She therefore told her Lover that 
ſhe conſented to be his Wife, provided the 


might be ſo by Degrees, and that after the 


Ceremony was over, he wou'd not pretend 
at once to all the Rights and Privileges of a 
Huſband, but allow her Modeſty leizure to 
make a gradual and decent Retreat. Ludo> 
vico did not like ſuch a Capitulation, but 
rather than not have her, he was content to 
y this laſt Compliment to her Caprice, 

F and at the End of = 


* 


They were marri 
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firſt Month he was very happy to find him- 
ſell arrived at the full Enjoyment of her 


Lips. | 
W H1LE he was thus gaining Ground 
Inch by Inch, his Father died, and left him 
a great Eſtate in the Iſland of Corfica. His 
Preſence was neceſſary there, but he cou'd 
not think of parting from Honoria. They 
embark'd together, and Ludovico had good 


hopes, that he ſhou'd not only take Poſſeſſion 


of his Eſtate, but of his Wife too, at his 
Arrival. Whether it was, that Venus, who 
is ſaid to be born out of the Sea, was more 
powerful there than at Land, or from the 
Freedom which is uſual aboard a Ship, it is 
ſure, that during the Voyage, he was 
indulged in greater Liberties than ever he 
had preſumed to take before; nay, it is 
confidently aſſerted, that they were ſuch 
Liberties, 'as have a natural and irreſiſtable 
Tendency to overcome all Scruples what- 
ſocver. But while he was failing on with a 
fair Wind, and almoſt in the Port; Fortune, 
who took a Pleaſure to perſecute him, 
brought an African Corſair in their way, that 
quickly put an End to their Dalliance by 
making them his Slaves. p 
Wuo can expreſs the Affliction and 
Deſpair of this Couple, at ſo ſudden and 
ill-rimed a Captivity ! Ludovico ſaw himfelt 
deprived of his Virgin Bride on the very 
Point of obtaining all his Wiſhes; and 
:. 842 Fonoria 
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Honoria had Reaſon to apprehend, that ſhe 
was fallen into rougher Hands than his, 
and ſuch as no Conſiderations cou'd reſtrain. 
But the Martyrdom ſhe look'd for in that 

Inſtant was unexpectedly deferr*d till they 

came to Tunit, The Corſair ſeeing her ſo 

beautiful, thought her a Miſtreſs worthy of 

his Prince, and to him he preſented her a: 

their landing, in ſpite of her own and her 
Huſband's T cars. O unfortunate End of 

all her pure and heroical Sentiments! Was it 

for this that her Favours were ſo long and 

ſo obſtinately denied to the tender * Ba 

to have them raviſh'd in a Moment by a 

rude Barbarian, who did not ſo much as 

thank her for them ? 75 let us leave her in 

the Seraglio of the Dey, and ſee what 

became of Ludovico after this cruel Separtion. 

The Corſair finding him unfit for any Labour, 

made uſe of him to teach his Children 

Muſick, in which he was perfectly well. 

ſkild. This Service wou'd not have been 

very painful, if it had not been for the 

Remembrance of Honoria, and the Thought 

of the Brutalities ſhe was expos'd to : Theſe 

were always in his Head Night and Day, 

and he imagin'd that ſhe had by this time 

kill'd herſelt rather than to ſubmit to ſo grols 

a Violation. But while he was thus torment- 

ing himſelf for one Woman, he 5 equal 

Uneaſineſs to another. His Maſter's Wife 

faw him often from her Window, and fell 
| Vviolentl 
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violently in Love witn him. The African 
Ladies are utter Strangers to Delicacy and | 
Refinement. She made no Scruple to ' 
acquaint him with her Deſires, and ſent her | 
favourite Slave to introduce him by Night 
into her Chamber. Ludovico wou'd fain 
have been excus'd, being aſhamed to com- 
mit ſuch an Infidelity to his dear Honoria ; 
but the Slave inform'd him that if he hoped 
to live an Hour, he muſt comply with her 
Lady's Inclinations ; for that in Africk Re- 
fuſals of that kind were always revenged with 
Sword or Poiſon. No Conſtancy cou'd be 
Trong enough to reſiſt ſo terrible a Menace: 
He therefore went to the Rendezvous at the 
Time appointed, where he found a Miſtreſs 
infinitely more complying than his fantaſtical 
Hialian. But in the midft of their Endear- 
ments they heard the Corſair at the Door 
of his Wife's “ partment : Upon the Alarm 
of his coming, the frighted Lover made the 


f beſt of his way out of the Window, which 
| 1 not being very high, he had the good 
75 Fortune to get off unhurt. The Corſair did 


not ſee him, but by the Confuſion his Wife 
was in he ſuſpected that ſomebody had been 
with her. His Jealouſy directed him to 
Ludovico, and though he had no other Proof 
than bare Suſpicion, he was determin'd to 
puniſh him ſeverely, and at the ſame time 
ſecure himſelf for the future. He therefore 
gave Orders to his Eunuchs to put him in 
B 3 the 
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Flight. It was not long before he ſaw her, 
and you may imagine the exceſs of her Joy, 
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the ſame Condition with themſelves, which 
inhuman Command was perform'd with a 
Turkiſh Rigour far more deſperate and 
compleat than any ſuch thing had been ever 
practis'd in [taly, But the Change this 
Operation wrought upon im fo improv*d 
his Voice, that he became the fineſt Singer 
in all Africk, His Reputation was fo great, 
that the Dey of Turis ſent to beg him of his 
Maſter, and preferr'd him to a Place in his 
own Seraglio. He had now a free Acccis 
to his Fenris, and an Opportunity of 
contriving her Eſcape: To that end he 
ſecretly hired a Ship, to be ready to carry 
them off, and did not doubt but he ſhou'd 
find her very willing to accompany. his 


at ſo ſtrange and agreeable a Surprize. _ 
Can it be poſhble, cried fhe, can it be 
poſſible that I {ce you in this place! O my 
dear Ludevico I ſhall expire in the Pleaſure 
of your Embraces, But by what Magick 
cou'd you get in, and deceive the Vigilance 
of my Tyrant and his Guards? | 
My Habit will inform you, anſwered he, 
in a ſoſter Tone of Voice than ſhe had been 
us'd to. I am now happy inthe Loſs which I 
have ſuſtain'd, ſince it turniſhes me with the 
Means of your Delivery. - Truſt yourſelf to 
me, my dear Honoria, and I will take you 
out of the, Power of this Barbarian, "Ho 
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has ſo little regard to yuur Delicacy, You 
may now be happier with me than you was 
before, as I ſhall not trouble you with zhofe 
coarſe Sollicitations which gave you ſo much 
unealineſs, We will love with the Purity 
of Angels; and leave ſenſual Enjoyments 
to the Vulgar, who have not a Reliſh. jor 
higher Pleaſures, | 

How, ſaid Honoria, are you really no 
Man? No, replied he, but I have often 
heard you ſay, that your Love was only to 
My Mind, and that, I do aſſure you, is ſtill 
the fame Alas, ſaid ſhe, I am ſorry mine 
is alter'd : But ſince my being here, I am 
turn'd Mabomelan, and my Religion will 
not ſuffer me to runaway with an Unbeliever. 
My New Huſband has taught me certain 
Doctrines unknown to me before, in the 
Practiſe of which I am reſolved to live and 
die. Return to your own Country, good 
Signor Eunuch ; but don't think of carrying 
me with you, for you have no need of a 
Wife in your preſent Circumſtances. Adieu 
I tel] thee z my Conſcience won't permit me 


to have a longer Converſation with ſuch an 
Infidel, | 


3 
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Thus ended the Loves of Ludovico and 
Honoria. | 
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LETTER IX. 
j SELIM o MIRZ A 47 Iſpahan. 


] ; 
j | From London, 
1 Haves receiv'd thy Anſwers ro my 
I Letters with a Pleaſure, which the 

ifance I am at ſrom my Fiiends and 
Country, render'd greater than thou woulcift 
believe: 1 find thee very impatient to be 
inform'd of the Government and Policy of 
this Country, which I promis d to fend thee 
if | ſome Account of; but though 1 have been 
74 diligent in my Enquiries, and loſt no Time 
| ſince my Arrival here, I am unable to 
anſwer the Queſtions thou demandeſt of me, 
otherwiſe than by acknowledging my Igno- 
Tance. : 

Tnou aſkeſt if the Enghſb are as free az 
heretofore : The Courtiers aſſure me confi- 
dently chat they are; but the Men who have 
10 leaſt Relation to the Court are daily alarm- 
1 ing theniſelves and others, with the Appre- 
15 henfionot Danger to their Liberty. — I have 
it! been teld that the Parliament is the Curb to 

the King's Authority; and yet I am well 

inform'd that the only way to Advancement 
in che Court bs to gain a Scat 1a R one 
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Taz Houſe of Commons is the Repre- 
ſentative of the Nation, nevertheleſs there 
are many great Towns which ſend no Deputies 
thither, and many Hamlets almoſt uninha- 
pited that have a Right of ſending Two. 
Several Members have never feen their 
Electors, and ſeveral are elected by the 
Parliament who were rejected by the People. 
All che Electors ſwear not to /e{/ tl.eir Voices, 
yet many of the Candidates are undone by 
the Expence of buying them. This whole 
Affair is involv'd in deep Myſtery, and 
inexplicable Difficulties. | 

T nov aſkeſt if Commerce be as flouriſh- 
ing as formerly : Some whom I have con- 
ſuſted on that head ſay, it is now in its 
Meridian, and there is rcally an Appearance 
of its being ſo; for Luxury is prodigioufly 
encreas'd, and it is hard to imagine how 1t 
can be ſupported without an inexhauſtible 
Trade: But ethers pretend, that tbis very 
Luxury is a Proof of its Decline; and they 
ada, that the Frauds and Fillanies in all the 
reading Companies are ſo many inward- 
Poiſons, which, if not ſpeedily expell'u, 
will deſtroy it entirely in a little time. | 

Tuo wou'dſt know it Property be fo ſaſe ly 
guarded as is generally beltev'd : It is certain 
that the whole Power of a King of England 
cannot force an Ace of Land from the 
weakeſt of his Subjxts ; bur a Krav 
gerte; will take away his whole Eſtate b 
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thoſe very Laws which were deſign'd for ity 
Security: The Juages are uncorrupt, 
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Appeals are ſree, and  notwithſtandng all 
theſe Advantages it is uſually better for a 
Man to loſe his Right than to ſue for. it, 
THESE Mirza, are the Contradiftions 
that perplex me : My Judgment is bewilder'd 
in Uncertainty 3 I doubt my own Obſerva- 
tions, and diſtruſt the Relations of others: 
More Time and better Information may, 
xerhaps, clear them up to me; till then, 
Modeſty forbids me to impoſe my Conjec- 
tures upon thee, after the manner of 
Chriſtian Travellers, whoſe prompt Deciſions 
are the Efie& rather of Folly than Pene- 
tration. | | | 
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| LETTER X. 
SELINM U MIRZ A 4 Iſpaban. 


A 5.1 now underſtand Exgliſb pretty 
an. I went laſt Night with 
ſome Friends to ſee a Play: The principal 
Character was a young Fellow, who in the 
Space of three or four Hours that the 
Action laſted, cuckolds two or three 
Huſbands, and debauches as many Virgins. 
1 had heard that the Engliſh Theatre was 
famous for killing People upon the Stage, 
e m_ but 
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but this Author was more for propagating 
than deſtroying. 

THERE were a great many Ladies at the 
Repreſentation of this modeſt Performance, 
1 though they ſometimes hid their Faces 
with their Fans (I ſuppoſe for fear of 
ſhewing that they did not bluſh) yet in 
general they ſcem'd to be much delighted 
with the fire Gentleman's heroical Exploits. 
| muſt confeſs, ſaid I, this Entertainment 
is far more natural than the Opera, and I 
don't wonder that the Ladies are pleagd 
at it: Bur if in Perſia we allow'd our Wenn 
to be preſent at ſuch Spectacles as theſe, 
what would ſignify our Bolts, our Bars, 
our Eunuchs ? Though we ſhould double 
our Jealouſy and Care, they would ſoon 
get the better of all Reſtraint, and put in 
practice thoſe Leſſons of the Stage which it is 
ſo much pleaſanter to AcT than to BEHOLD. 
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LETTER XI. 
8 ELIN to MiRzaA at Iſpahan. 


From London. 
Friend carried me lately to an Aſ- 
{embiy of the Beau Monde, which 
is a Meeting of Men and Women of the 
rſt Faſhion : The Crowd was ſo very 


great 
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great that the two Sexes promiſcuouſly preſt 
one another in a manner that ſeem'd very 
extraordinary to Oriental Eyes. I obſerv'd 
a young Man and a beautiful young Woman 

ſitting in a Window 4 and whiſpec- 
ing one another with ſo much earnecſtneſs, 
that neither the great Noiſe in the Room, 
nor Number of Paſſengers who rubb'd by 
them continually, gave them the leaſt 
Diſturbance : They look'd at one another 
with the moſt animated Tendernefs ; the 
Lady eſpecially, had in her Eyes ſuch a 
Mixture of Sofineſs and Defire, that I 
expected every Moment to fee them 
withdraw, in order to ſatisfy their mutual 
Impatience, in a manner, that even the 
European Liberty would not admit of in ſo 

blick a Place. I made my Friend take 

otice of them, and aſk'd him how long 
they had been married. He ſmil'd at my 
Miſtake, and told me, they were m0 
married; that the Lady indeed had been 
married about a Year and half, to a Man 
that ſtood at a little diſtance ; but that the 
Gentl:man was an unmarried Man of Quality 
who made it his Buſineſs to corrupt other 
Men's Wives. That he had begun the 
Winter with this Lady, ard that this was 
her fr} Afair of that fort ; her Huſband 
and ſhe having married for Love. 

I asx'D my Friend, if there was any 
Seminary, arry publick Foundation for educating 
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ſt young Men of quality to this 1 and 
7 whether they could carry on the Buſineſs 
4 without frequent Interruptions from the 


re ſpective Huſbands. PII explain the whole 


(+ Matter to you, ſays he. There is indeed 
$, ro publick Fou :dation or Accademy for 
n, this Purpoſe; but it depends upon the 
* wate Care of their ſeveral Parents, who, 


if may uſe the 2 negatively breed 
them up to this Buſineſs, by making them 
entirely unfit for any otber: For leaſt their 
Sons ſhould be diverted from the Profeſſion 
of Gallantry by a dull application to graver 
Studies, they give them a very ſuperficial 
Tincture o ning, but take care to 
jnſtruct them thoroughly in the more ſhewiſh 
Parts of Education, ſuch as Muſick, 
Dreſſing, Dancing, Sc. by which means, 
when they come to be Men, they naturally 
prefer the gay and eaſy Converſation of the 
Fair Sex, and are well received by them. As 
tor the Huſbands, they are the People in the 


an World who give them the leaſt Diſturbance, 
he but on the contrary, generally live in the 
ty ſtricteſt Intimacy with thoſe who intend 
der them the Favour of Cuctoldom. The Marriage 
he Contrz& being here perpetual, though the 
vas Cauſes of it are of ſhort duration, the moſt 
nd ſenſible Men are defirous of having ſome 

Aſſiſtance to ſupport the burtbenſame Per- 
ny Petsity. For Inftance, Every Man marries 
ing eicher for Money, or for Love — In the firſt 


Caſe 
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Caſe the Money becomes his own as ſoon 28 
the Nie does, ſo that having had what }: 
wanted from her, he is very willing fhe 
fhould have what he wanted from any bod 
rather than from him. He is quiet at home, 
and fears no Reproaches. 

In the latter Caſe, tbe Beauty he married 
ſoon grows familiar by uninterrupted Poſ. 
ſeſſion: His own Greedineſs ſurfeited him 
he is aſham'd of his Diſguſt, or at leaſt of 
his Indifference, after all the Tranſports o 
his firſt Deſire; and gladly accepts Term: 
of domeſtick Peace through the mediation 
a Lover. 

THERE are indeed ſome Exceptions 
Some Husbands, who preferring an old 
miſtaken Point of Honour to real Peace 
and Quiet at home, diſturb their Wire; 
Pleafures : But they are very few, and arc 
very ill look'd upon. 

I THANK'D my Friend for explaining to 
me ſo extraordinary a Piece of domeſlict 
Oeconomy; but could not oP telling bim, 
that in my Mind, our Perſian Method was 
more reaſonable, of having ſeveral Wire 
under the Care of one Eunuch, rather than 
ene Wife under the Care of ſeveral Lovers. 
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LETTER XII. 
SFPLIM to MIZ A at Iſpahan. 


From London. 

E have often read together and 
admired the little Hiſtory of the 
rogledites, related by our 8 2 
beck, * with a Spirit peculiar to his Writings. 
Unequal as I am to the Imitation of fo 
excellent an Author, I have a Mind, in a 
ontinuation of that Story, to ſhew thee 
Wy what Steps, and through what Changes 
he original Good of Society 1s overturn'd, 
and Mankind become wickeder and more 
iſerable in a State of Government, than 
hey were when left in a State of Nature, 


Continuation of the Hiſtory of the 
TROGLODITES. + 
Tax Troglodites were ſo affected with the 
irtue of the good old Man who retuſed 
he Crown which they had offer'd, that 
hey determined to remain without a King. 
he Love of the Publick was ſo ſtrong in 
very Particular, that there was no need 
dt Authority to enforce Obedience. The 
Law of Nature and uncorrupted Reaſon was 
ngraven on their Hearts; by that alone 
| MOD they 
Vide Perſian Letters from Paris Vol. I. Let. XI. toXIV. 
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they govern'd all their Actions, and on that 
alone they eſtabliſhed all their Happinck, 
But the moſt perfect Felicity of mortal 
Men is ſubjet to continual Diſturbance. 
Thoſe Barbarians whom they had defeated 
ſome time before, ſtirr'd up by a Defire 
of Revenge, invaded them again with greater 
Forces. They fell upon them unawares, 
carried off their Flocks and Herds, burnt 
their Houſes, and led their Women Captive : 
Every thing was in Confuſton, and the 
want of Order made them incapable cf 
Defence. They ſoon found the neceſſity of 
uniting under a ſingle Chief. As the Danger 
required Vigour and Alacrity, they pitch'd 
upon a young Man of ns Courage, 
and placed him at their Head. He fed 
them on with ſo much Spirit and good 
Conduct that he ſoon forced the Enemy ty 
to retire, and recovered all the Spoil. 

T nt Troglodites ſtrewed Flowers in his 
Way, and to reward the Service he had 
done them, preſented him with the moſt 
beautiful of the Virgins he had delivered 
from Captivity. But. animated by hi 
Fortune, and unwilling to part with ti 
Command, he advis'd them to make them: 
ſelves ainends for the Loſſes they had 
fuſtained, by carrying the War into thc 
Enemy's Country, which, he ſaid, wou 
not be able to reſiſt their victorious Arms. 
Deſirous to puniſh thoſe wicked Men, they 
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very gladly came into his Propoſal. But 
an old Trag lodite — in the Aſſembly, 
endea vou d to perſwade them to gentler 
Councils. The Gods, ſaid he, my 
« Countrymen, have given us Strength to 
© repulſe our Enemies, and they have paid 
© very dearly for moleſting us. What more 
do you deſire from your Victory, than 
t Peace and Security to your ſelves, Repen- 
© tance and Shame to your Invaders? It is 
* propos'd to invade them in 2 Turn, 
and you are told it will be eaſy to ſubdue 
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y of WI them. But to what End would you ſubdue 
iger them, when they are no longer in a 
cba Condition to hurt you? Do you deſire to 
age, cyrannize over them? Have a Care that 


in learning to be Tyrants, you do not 
* alſo learn to be Slaves. If you know 
how to value Liberty as you ought, you | 
* will not deprive others of it, who, tho? 


led 
"00d 


y to 


bis unjuſt, are Men like your ſelves, and ſhould 
had not be oppteſs'd. 

To! Tais wile Remonſtrance was not heeded 
cred in the temper the People was then in. The 


light of the Deſolations, that had been 
caus'd by the late Irruption, made them 
refolve on a violent Revenge, Beſides, 
they were now grown fond of War, and the 
young Men eſpecially, were eager of a 
new occaſion to ſignalize their Valour. 
Greater Powers were therefore given to the 
General; and the Event was anſwerable \ x 
ls 
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his Promiſes, for in a ſhort time he ſub 
dued all the Nations that had join'd n 
the League againſt the Troglodites, Tie 
merit of this Succeſs, ſo endeared him ty 
that grateful People, that in the heat and 
riot of their Joy, they unanimouſly chok 
him for their King, without preſcribing 
any bounds to his Authority, They wa 
too innocent to ſuſpect any Abuſe of {vi 
generaus a Truſt, and thought that whe 
Virtue was on the Throne, the moi 
abſolute Government was the belt, 
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SELIM ta M1IRZA. 


THE firſt act of the new Ring was 

to diſpoſe of the conquered Lands 
One ſhare of them by general conſent, he 
allotted to himſelf, and the reſt he divided 
ampng thoſe who were Companions 0 
his Victory. Diſtinction of Rank and 
Inequality of Condition, were then fir 
introduced among the Troglodites : Some 
grew rich, and immediately Compariſon 
made others poor. From this ſingle Root 
ſprung up a thouſand Miſchiefs 3 Pride, 
Envy, Avyarice, Diſcontent, and univerſa 


Depravation, Unheard of Violences welt 
| com- 


- 
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mmitted; every Troglodite encroached on 
is Neighbour's Property, and refuſed to 


bmit to the Deeiſions ef ancient Cuſtom, 


the Dictates of natural Juſtice. Particulars 
puld no longer be allow'd to judge of Right; 
became neceſſary to determine it by ſtated 
aws. The whole Nation applied to the 
rince to make thoſe Laws, and take 


re of their Execution. But the Prince, 


do young and unexperienced for ſo difficult 
Taſk, was obliged to have recourſe to 
e oldeſt and wiſeſt of his Subjects for 
diſtance... He bad not yet "4 forgot 
mſelt, by being: ſeated on a new erected 
hrone, as to imagine that he was become 
J ſufficient, or that he was ſeated there to 


overn by Caprice. It was therefore his 


eateſt Care, how to ſupply his own De- 


s, by the Counſels of thoſe who were- 


olt famed for their Knowledge and 
bilities. | | + 

Tuvus a Senate was formed, which, with 
2 King, compos'd the e and 


us the People freely bound themſelves, 


| conſenting to ſuch Regulations, as the 
ng and Senate ſhould decree. 


LETTER 


* 


+ 


338 LETTERSfroma 


LET-I BR XIV. 
SELIM fo MI1IRZA. 


HE Inſtitution of Laws among ti 

Troglodites, was attended with th 
inevitable ill effect, that they begun to think 
every thing was right, which was not legal) 
declared to be a Crime. It ſeemed, 
if the natural Obligations to Virtue v 
deſtroyed, by the foreign influence 
human Authority, and Vice was n 
ſhun'd as a real Evil, but grew to 
thought a forbidden Good. | 

Ons Troplodite ſaid to himſelf, * 
have made Advantage of the fimplict 
* of my Neighbour, to over-reach hit 
in a Bargain: He may reproach 
«© perhaps, but he cannot puniſh me; k 
* the Law allows me to rob him wi 
„ his own Conſent.” 

 AnoTHER was ask'd by his Friend f 
a Sum of Money, which he had lent hin 
ſome Years before. | 

Have you any thing to ew for | 
anſwer'd he. 

A THIRD was implored to remit pi 
of his Tenant's Rent, becauſe the Ma 
by unavoidable Misfortunes, was beco 

ver 
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r. Don't you ſee, replied he, 
4 = his till enough to maintain his 
amily ? by ſtarving them he may find 
Loney to pay me, and the Law requires 
m ſo to do. | 
Tuus the Hearts of the Troglodites were 
xrden'd, but a greater Miſchief till 
Mſucd. The Laws in their firſt framing, 
ere few, and Plain, ſo that any Man 
puld caſily underſtand them, and 
s own Cauſe without an Advocate. 
SoME Inconveniences were found to flow 
om this: The Rules were roo general 
d looſe; too much was left to the Equity 
f che Judge, and many particular Caſes 
m'd to remain undetermined and unprov- 
d for. It was therefore propoſed in the 
ouncil of the Nation, to ſpecify all thoſe 
veral Exceptions; to tie the Judges down 
d certain Forms; to explain, correct, add 
d, and reverſe whatſoever might ſeem 
ppable of any doubtful or different Inter- 
retations. While the matter was yet in 
Deliberation, a wiſe old Senator ſpoke 
hus. | 
++ You are endeavouring, O Troglodites, 
to amend what is defective in your Laws, 
but know that by multiplying Laws, 
* you will certainly multiply Defects. 
very new Explanation, will produce 
* a new Objection, and at laſt the very 
Principles will be loſt, on which they 
| «© were 
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„ were originally form'd. Mank ind mani 110 
ebe govern'd, and well govern'd under ary 
„ Laws that are fix'd by ancient Ute: 
* Beſides that they are known and 
«© underſtood, they have a Sanctity attending 
«© them, which commands obedience ; bu 
every variation, as it diſcovers a weak 
„ neſs in them, ſo it leſſens the Reſped, 
by which alone, they can be effectual) 
„ maintain'd. If Subtleties and Diſtinction 
* are admitted to conſtitute Right, they 
e will equally be made uſe of to cv4 
„it; and if Juſtice is turn'd into 
«© Science, Injuſtice will ſoon be made view 
& Trade 
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S the old Man foretold, it came to 
paſs. The Laws were explainti 
into Contradiftions, and digeſted into 
Confuſion. Men could no longer tell what 
was their Right, and what was not: 4 
ſett of Trogleaites, undertook to find it oi 
for all the reſt - But they were far fro 
doing it out of pure Benevolence; thi 
Opinions were rated at ſo much Money, 
and how falſe ſoever they might pro 

0 the 
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Die Payment was never to be returned. 
MT his Point being once well eftabliſhed, 
auſes, that before were diſpatched in half 
an Hour, now laſted half a Century. There 
were three Courts placed one above another: 
On the Door of the loweſt was writ, 
Juſtice; on that of the ſecond, Equity; 
and on the higheſt, Common Senſe. Theſe 
Courts had no Connection with one another, 
and a quite different method of Proceeding : 
If a Man had occaſion for the laſt, it was 
eceſſary to paſs through the two firſt, and 
the Journey was ſo tedious, that very 
few could ſupport the Fatigue or the Expence. 
But there was one particular, more ſtrange 
han all the reſt, It was very ſeldom that 
Man could read a Word of the Parchment, 
by which he held his Eſtate; and they 
made their Wills in a Language, which 
neither they, nor their Heirs could underſtand. 
Svcn were the Refinements of the 
roplodites, when they had quitted the 
implicity of Nature, and fo bewildred 
vere they in the Labyrinth of their own 
hying out. | 
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Aten eee 
LETTER XVI. 
SELIM fo MINEA. 


F Religion of the Troglodites, hat 
been hitherto as ſimple as their 
Manners. They loved the Gods as the 
Authors of their Happineſs ; they feared 
them as the Avengers of Injuſtice; and 
they ſought to pleaſe them by doing good, 
But their Morals being corrupted, their 
Religion could not long continue pure: 
Superſtition found means to introduce itſelf, 
and compleated their Depravation. Their 
firſt King, who had been a Conqueror, ard 
a Law-giver, died rever'd and regretted by 
his Subjects. His Son ſucceeded, not by 
any Claim of Hereditary Right, but the 
free Election of the People, who loved a 
Family that had done them ſo many Services 
As he was ſenſible that he owed his Crown 
to their Veneration for the memory of hi: 
Father, he endeavoured to carry thit 
Veneration as high as poſſible. He built! 
Tomb for him, which he planted round 
with Laurels, and cauſed Verſes to be 
ſolemnly recited in praiſe of his Atchieve- 
ments. When he perceived that  thek 


Honours were well received in the Opinion 
al 


Perſian in EncLanD, Cc. 43 


of the Publick, he thought he might venture 
to go farther, He got it to be propoſed in 
the Senate, that the dead Monarch ſhould 
be deified, after the example of many 
Nations round about them, who had paid 
the fame Compliment to their Kings. The 
Senators were become too good Courtiers, 
not to give into ſo agreeable a piece af 
Flattery, eſpecially as their own Honour 
was con-cern'd in raiſing the Character of 
their Founder, and the People, in the 
(Oo ſimplicity of their Hearts, thought thoſe 
Virtues, which had render'd him the 
Protector and Father of his Country, very 
juſtly entitled him to Divinity. 

Bur that their Devotion might not abate 
by Length of Time, the prudent King 


0 thought it neceſſiry to inftituce an Order of 
Men, to be perpetually maintain'd at the 
y Publick Coft, whoſe only Buſineſs ſhou'd be 
e 


to ſerve the Idol, and keep the Zeal of the 
Worſnippers always warm. 

Ir is not to be conceiv d what an Alteration 
this Eſtabliſhment produced. | 

Tur firſt the Trozloattes were made 
believe that the Gods were to be gain'd by 
tich Donations, or that their Glory was 
concern'd in the Worldly Pomp and Power 
of their Prieſts. A Temple, faid thoſe 
Prieſts, is like a Court; you mult preſent 
wur Petitions by the Miniſters, or they will 

dot de receivd. As the People remember'd 
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that their Deity had once been a King, this 
Doctrine ſeem'd plauſible enough, and the 
Prieſts grew abſolute on the Strength of it. 
That the Compariſon between the Temple 
and the Court might hold the better, a great 
Number of Ceremonies were invented, and 
a Magnificence ot Dreſs was added to them 
as eſſential to Holineſs. The Women came 
warmly into this, and were far more zealous 
than the Men in their Attachment to the 
exterior Part of Piety. Thus the Devotion 
of the Troglodites was turn'd aſide from 
Reality to Form, and it was no longer a 
Conſequence, that a very religious was a 
very honeſt Man. 
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Y the Artifice of the Prieſthood their 
Superſtition encreas'd every Day, aud 
nothing was thought ſo indifferent to Reli- 
gion as the Practice of Virtue. It was 
common for a Troglodite to ſay, I will 
* plunder my Neighbour or the Publick ; 
or the Anger of our God may be appeas'd 
e by an Offering made out of the Spoil.“ 

ANOTHER quieted his Conſcience in this 


Manner; „I am indeed a very great hogs 
| 66 anc 
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and have injured my Benefactor; but 1 
« 1mm a conſtant Attender on all Proceſſions, 
« and have crawld thrice round the Temple 
upon my Knees.” 

A TH1Rp confeſt to a Prieſt that he had 
defrauded his Papil of an Eſtate; give halt 
of it to our Order, ſaid the Confeſſor, and 
we freely endow you with the reſt, 

Burt the Miſchief did not ſtop even here: 
From ſanctify ing Trifles they proceeded to 
quarrel about them; and the Peace of the 
Society was diſturb'd to know which Imper- 
tinence ſhou'd be preferr'd. This was the 
Work of the Prieſts who took upon them to 
declare what was moſt agreeable to their God, 
and declared it differently, as it happen'd 
that their Paſſions or Intereſts required. But 
how flight ſoever the Foundation was, a 
Diſpute of this nature cou'd not fail to be 
warmly carried on. No- body concern'd 
himſelf about the Morals of another, but 
every Man's Opinions were enquir'd into 
with the utmoſt Rigour; and woe to thoſe 
who held any that were diſlik'd by the ruling 
Party; for though neither ſide cou'd tell the 
Reaton why they differ'd, the Difference was 
never to be forgiven. An aged Troglodite 
endeavour'd to put a Stop to this pious Fury, 
by repreſenting to them, ** Thar their 
Anceſtors who were better Men, had no 
Diſputes about Religion; but ſerved the 
Gods in the only Unity requir'd by them, a 

3 Unity 
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of Affection. All that the poor Man got 
by his Ad monition was to be call'd an 
Atheiſt by all the contending Sets, and 
after ſuffering a thouſand Perſecutions com- 
pell'd to take Refuge in another Land. 
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SELIM Zo MIRZ A. 


HE Court had a deeper Intereſt in 

the Eſtabliſhment of this Prieſthood 
among the Treplodites, than was at firit 
attended to or foreſeen, The very Nature 
of their Office particularly attach'd them to 
the Crown: They were Servants of a deified 
King, and it was no very great Stretch of 
their Function to deify the living Monarch 
alſo. Accordingly they preach'd to all the 
People with an extraordinary Warmth of 
Zeal, that the Family then reigning was 
divine; that they hel.! the Crown not by 
the Will of the Society, but by a Pre- 
eminence of Nature: That to reſiſt their 
Pleaſure was reſiſting God ; and that every 
Man enjoy'd his Life and his Eſtate by 
their Grace and at their Diſpoſal. In Con ſe- 
quence of theſe Doctrines. his ſacred Majo 
did juſt what he thought fir. He was of a 
Martial Genius, and had a ſtrong Ambition 
to enlarge his Territories. To this End he 


rais'd 
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raid a mighty Army, and tell upon his 
Neighbours without a Quarrel. 

Tar Troldies loſt their Blood and 
ſent their Subſtance, to make their Prince 
triumphant in a War which cou'd not 
rolbbly tuin to their Advantage; for the 
Pride and Power of their Tyrant encreas'd 
with his Succeſs, His Temper too became 
f-rcer and more Severe by being accuſtom'd 
to Slaughter and Devaſtation ; ſo that his 
Government grew odious to his Subjects. 
Let the dazling Glory of his Victories, and 
the Divinity they were taught to find about 
him, kept them in Awe, and ſupported his 
Authority. But the Gods wou'd not ſuffer 
him any longer to vex Mankind, He 
periſh'd with a great Part of his Army by 
the united Valour of many Nations who had 
allied themſelves againſt his Encroachments. 
Content with having puniſh'd the Aggreſſor 
and Author of the War, they immediately 
ofter*d Peace to the Troglodites, upon Con- 
dition that all ſhou'd be reſtor'd which had 
been taken from them in the former Wars. 
That Nation, humbled by their Defeat, 
very willingly parted with their Conqueſts, 
to purchaſe their Repoſe. 


C 3 LETTER 


18 LETTERS frm ea 


„84388898 FW ® 4 * N 1 3 9 * « b Þ 4 
g. ; RES AN- 2 25 : 2 2 Ss 5085 


LETTER XIX. 
 SEL1M O MIRZ A of Iſpahan. 


U NDER their third King, who ſuc— 
ceeded to his Father, upon a new 
Notion of HereGitary Right, the Spirit of 
the Government was whoily changed. He 
was young, ard of a Temper much addicted 
to Eaſe and pleaſure ; yet bred up with high 
Conceits of Kingly Power, and a Royal 
Diſregard to his People's Good. There was 
a Mixture of Bigotry in his Diſpoſition, 
which gave the Prieſts a great Advantage 
over him; and as his Predeceſſor had 
govern'd by them they govern'd now by 
him. The People too, in Imitation ot 
their Prince, ſoon contracted another 
Character, They begun to poliſh and 
ſoften all their Manners. The young T- 
lodibes were, lent to travel into Perſia: They 
came back with new Dreſſes, new Refine- 
ments, new Follies, and new Vices. Like 
a Plague imported from a Foreign Country, 
Luxury ſpread itſelf from theſe Travellers 
over all the Nation. A thouſand Wants 
were created every Day which Nature neither 
iuggeſted nor cou'd ſupply. A thouſand 
Uncaſineſſes were felt which were as ons: 
eur? 
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tural as the Pleaſures that occaſion'd them- 

When the Minds of the Treglogites were thus 

relaxed their Bodies became weak. They 

now complain'd that the Summer was too 
hot and the Winter too cold. They loſt the 

Uſe of their Limbs, and were carried about 

on the Shoulders of their Slaves. The 
Women brought their Children with more 
Pain, and even thought themſelves too 
delicate to nurſe them: They loſt their 
Beauty much ſooner than before, and vainly 
frove to repair it by the Help of Art. Then 
firſt Phyſicians were call'd in from Foreign 
Lands to contend with a Variety of new 
Diſtempers which Intemperance produced: 
They came; and the only Advantage was, 
that thoſe who had learn'd to live at a great 
Lxpence, now Fund the Secret of dying at 
a greater, 

Such was che Condition of the Troglodites, 
waen by the Benefit of a laſting Peace, they 
taited the Sweets of Plenty and grew polite. 
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H E ancient Trog/odites were too buſy 
in the Duties and Cares of Society, to 
employ much of their Thoughts ia Specu- 
lation, They were ſkilful in Mechanicks 
V4 and 
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and Agriculture, the only Sciences for which 
they had any Uſe. At their Leiſure they 
amus'd themſelves with Poetry, and ſung 
the Praiſes of the Gods, the Virines of their 
Countrymen, and their own Loves. They 
ſhew'd a wonderful Force of Imagination in 
a great Number of Fables which they 
invented, under moſt of which was conceal d 
ſome Moral Sentiment; but for Hiſtory, 
they contented: themſelves with confulting 
the oldeſt Men among them, thinking it 
impoſſible to know the Truth of any Fact 
beyond the Memory of the Age in which 
they lived. The Alteration of their 
Government and Manners produced a Change 
allo in this reſpect. A great many People 
withdrew themſelves entirely from the Offices 
of Life, and became a Burthen to their 
Family and Country, under a Notion of 
Study and Meditation. One Set of them 
very mogeſtly undertook, to explain all the 
Secrets of Nature, and account for her 
Operations. Another leſt Nature quite 
behind, and ſell to reaſon about immaterial 
Subſtances and the Properties of Spirits. A 
third profeſt to teach Reaſon by a Rule; 
and invented Arguments to confute common 
Senſe, Theſe Philoſophers (tor ſo they ſtil'd 
themſelves) were to be known from all 
Mankind by a certain Air between bafhful- 
neſs and Preſumption. To diftinguith 
themſelves from the Vulgar. they "ons 

- how 
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how to ſay or do one common Thing like 
other Men. They were perfectly well 
acquainted with the Annual, and Diurnal 
Motion of the Sun ; but never in their lives 
cou'd tell you what o*Clock it was. 

Tuis render'd their Behaviour very 
awkward, and they were con ſcious of it; for 
which Reaſon they came little into Company: 
Yet in Private their Pride ſwell'd to ſuch a 
P ech, that they imagin'd they were arrived 
it the very Top of human Merit, and look'd 
Clown with Contempt on the greateſt Gene- 
rais and beſt Servants: of the State. By 
letting ſuch a Value upon themſelves they 
impoſed upon others to that degree, that all 
their Fellow Citizens ſent their Sons to be 
ecucared under their Inſtructions. It was 

en p ropos d in the Council of the King to 

eſta ol:ſh an Academy of Philoſophers, and 
endow 1t with great Revenues, for the 
Support and Encouragement of Learning. 
One of the Counſellors who was a Man 'of 
a very plain, but itrong Underſtanding, 
ingly expreſs'd his Diſlike of this Delign, 
It, ſaid he, it had been propos'd to us te 
* butld an H loſpi tal for Decrepit Huſband- 
cn or decay'd Manufacturers, I wou'd 
ingly have come into it for che Support 
00 ncouragement of Induſtry. But it 
«* ſzerns to me that what you are now about 
* will ruin Induſtry 3 and that you will take 


C +!4 


the Bread from rhe moſt uſeſul of your 
C.5 | Subjects 
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Subjects to pamper the moſt Uſeleſs, 
* defire to be inform'd what Service theſe 
* Men have done to recommend them to 
the Publick? Has this Learning, of 
which we are grown ſo fond, made us 
wiſer or better than we were? Shew me the 
Effects of it in our Councils or in cur 
Morals. If it be nothing but an idle 
Curioſity to pry into Things that dont 
concern us, it is my Opinion that we buy 
it much too dear. I have been told indeed, 
that they have diſcover'd an Art of Reaſon: 
ing without which no Propoſition can be 
maintain'd, and by which any may. Our 
Anceſtors, O Troglodites, were wiſe, a1d 
reafon'd well: Vet they never heard ot 
Syllogiſms, Modes, or Forms, or any 
Part of this Science, by which their Sons 
can ſo nicely diftinguith and define ſo juſt'y, 
* Our Children are bred up to all th 
Learning; and what are the Fruits of it? 
* They come into the World extremely 
* knowing in the Courſc of the Planets, ard 


the nature of the Soul ; but the Manners 
of the World, and the Heart of Man they 
* know nothing of. If we offer to imitruct 
them they receive our Admonitions with 
Contempt, and confound us by ſome 
Subtilty of the Schools. Inſtead of a quiet 
* Temper, and a Love of Truth they have 
* acquir'd a Fondneſs for Diſpute, and a 


+ Habit of Evaſion. I ſuſpect too that 


there 
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there is ſomething laviſh in the Obedience 
which theſe Dogmatical Preceptors require 
of them, and that a Narrowneſs of Mind 
mult be the Conſequence of ſo implicit a 
Belief, | 
* Truſt me, Countrymen, you wov'd 
better ſerve the State, by ſetting all theſe 
idle Fellows to the Plough, than by 
publickly authorizing their Follies, and 
* penſioning their Lazineſs.“ 
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S I. I M fo MIRZ A at Iſpahan. 


A M ON G the various Speculations 
1 that this modern Faſhion of Philo- 
tophizing produced, there were two more 
pernicious than the reſt, and which greatly 
contributed to the Corruption and Ruin of 
the People. One was, that Vice and Virtue 
were in themſelves indifferent Things, and 
de pended only on the Lawsof every Country; 
dhe Other, That there was neither Reward 
ner Puniſnment after this Life. — It has 
a ready been obſerv'd how many Defects the 
Trozloaites found in their Laws, and how 
many Quibbles were invented to elude them. 
But till there was ſome Reſtraint upon thtir 
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Actions, while a Senſe of Guilt was attended 
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{ſuffering in another State. But by theſe two 
Doctrines Men were left at perfect Liberty 
to Sin out of the Reach of the Law; and 
Virtue was deprived of Glory here, or che 
Hopes of Recompenſe hereafter. There 
was a third Notion, leſs impious indeed, but 
of very ill Conſequences to Society, which 
placed all Goodneſs and Religion in a 
Reciuſe and contemplative Way of Life. 

Tue Effect of this was, to draw off many 
of the beſt and worthieſt Men from the 
Service of the Publick, and Adminiſtration 
of the Commonwealth, at a Time when 
their Labours were moſt wanted to put a 
Stop to the general Corruption, It is hard 
to fay which was moſt deſtructive, an 
Opinion that like the former embolden'd 
Vice, or ſuch a one as render'd Virtue 
impotent and uſcleſs to Mankind.-— 
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LETTER XXII, 
S ELI to MRZ A at T/pahan. 


V HIL. E the Principles of the Peoplc 
8 were thus depraved, and then 
Underſtandings taken off from their proper 
Objects, the "Court became the Center of 


'mmorality and every kind of Folly. 
Though 
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Though Flattery had been always buly 
there, yet the former Kings who were 
frequently at War had been us'd to a certain 
military Freedom, and there were not want- 
ing Men about them who had Courage to 
tell them Truth; but the Effeminacy of the 
preſent Set of Courtiers took from them all 
Spirit as well as Virtue, and they were as 
ready to ſuffer the baſeſt Things, as to 
act the moſt Unjuſt. The King wholly 
devoted to his Pleaſures, and ſeldom feen 
out of the Walls of his Seraglio, thought it 
ſuſſicient for him to wear the Crown, without 
troubling himſelf with any of the Cares and 
Duties belonging to ic: The whole Exerciſe 
and Power of the Government was lodged 
in the Hands of a Grand Vizir, the firſt of 
that Title which the Troglodaues had ever 
known. It ſeem'd very ſtrange to them at 
the Beginning, to ſee the Royalty transfer'd 
to their Fellow Subject, and many thought 
it was debaſing it too much. The Prieſts 
themiclves were at a Loſs how to make 
out that this Sort of Monarchy was di- 
vine ; however, they found at laſt that the 
Grand Vizir was a God by Office though 
not by Birch. It this Diſtinction did not 
lattsty the People, the Court nor the Pricits 
were not much concern'd about it. — But a 
Frime Miniſter was not the only Novelty 
tac 1 1mes produced, 

THz 


Say ings. 
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TAE Troglodites had always been remark. 
able for the Manner in which they uſed their 
Women : They had a greater Efteem tor 
them than any other of the Eaſtern Nation: 
They admitted them to a conſtant Share ir 
their Converſation, and even truſted them 
with their private Affairs: But they never 
ſuſpected that they had a Genius for public 
Bufineſs, and that not only their own Fami- 
lies, but the State itſelf, might be govern's 
by their Direction. They were now con 
vinc'd of their Miſtake. Several Lad; 
appear'd together at the Helm: The King“ 
Miſtreſs, the Miſtreſs of the Vizir, two ot 
three Miſtreſſes of the Vizir's Favourite 
Officers, join'd in a political Confederacy, 
and manag'd all Matters as they pleas'd 
Their Lovers gave nothing, A, aCted 
nothing but by their Recommendation ard 
Advice. Sometimes indeed they differ“ 
among themſclves, which occaſion'd great 
Confuſions in the State; but by the paciick 
Labours of good Subjects fuch unhappy 
Diviſions were compos'd, and every thing 
went quietly on again. It there was any 
Defect in the Politicks of theſe Female 
Rulers, it was, that they cou'd never com. 
prehend any other Point or Purpoſe in . 
Art of Government but fo much Pes, 
themſelves. The Hiſtory of the Trog 
has recorded ſome of their wiſe and witty 
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Ox x of them was told, that by the * 
Decay of Trade, the principal Bank of the 
City wou'd be broke. What care J, ſaid 
ſhe, I have laid my Money out in Land. 

ANOTHER was warn'd, that if better 
Meaſures were not taken, the Troplodites 
threaten'd to revolt; I am glad to hear it, 
replied ſhe, for if we beat them, there will 
ſome rich Confiſcations fall to me. 


Sees! 


Ee. 
SELIM fo MIR SA. 


HAINFU “L Experience had by this 
Time taught the Troglodites what their 
Fathers were too happy to ſuſpect, that 
human Nature was not perfect enough to be 
truſted with exceſſive Power: They ſaw an 
evident Neceſſity of reſtraining that which 
had been given to their Kings, as well for 
the Dignity of the Crown itſelt as for the 
good of the Commonwealth. 

TA A whole Nation unanimouſly concur'd 
in this Reſolution, and that Unanimity cou'd 
not be reſiſted: They therefore conſider'd 
by what Means to reform their Government, 
and did it with equal Vigour and Mode- 
ration. It was decreed that the Crown 
ſhou'd be preſerv'd to the Prince then 


reigning, 
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reigning, out of R. ſpect te the Family he 
was of; but that he ſhou'd wear it under 
certain Limitations which divided his Autho- 
rity with the Senate. 

T o prevent the Miſchiefs that might 
ariſe from evil Miniſters, and the too great 
Power of any Favourite, they declared, that 
the Miniſters of the King were the Servants 
of the People, and cou'd not be protected 
by the Court, 1t they were found diſloyal to 
the Nation. | 

UnD?YR theſe wile Regulations thi 
ſhatter*d State recoyer'd itſelf again: Their 
Affairs were managed with more Diſcretion, 
and many publick Grievances were redreſt 
They thought that in limiting their Monar- 
chy they had cut the Root of all their Exils, 
and flatrer'd themiclves with a permanent 
Felicity. But chey quickly ciſcover'd that 
this new Syſtem was not without its Iricon- 
veniencies. Very favourable Opportunities 
were ſometimes loſt by the unavoidable 
Slowneſs of their Councils, and it was often 
neceſſary to truſt more People with the 
Secret of publick Buſineſs than cou'd be 
relicd on with Security. There were mary 
Evils which the Nature of their Govern 
ment obliged them to cennive at, and which 
grew AS it were out of the very Root ©! tt. 
The Abuſe of Liberty was inſeparable 11 
many Points from Liberty itſelf, and dege 
nerated into a ſhameleſs Licentiouſneſs. Bu! 

. the 
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the principal Miſchief attending on this 
Change, was the Diviſion of the Senate into 
Partics, Different Judgments, different 
Intereſts, and Paſſions, were perpetually 
daſhing with one another, and by the 
wegual Motion of its Wheels the whole 
Machine went but heavily along. 

YrzT one Advantage aroſe from this 
Diſorder, that the People were kept alert, 
and upon their Guard. The Animoſities 
and Emulation of Particulars ſecur'd the 
Commonwealth, as in a Seraglio; the 
Honour of the Huſband is de the 
Malice of the Eunuchs and mutua! Jealouſics 
of the Women. 

UyoN the whole, the Tragledites might 
have been happy in the Liberty they had 
gain'd, if the fame publick Spirit which 
eſtabliſh'd, cou'd have continu'd to maintain 
it. 


r 


LTF A. 
SELIM fo MIRZ A. 


HERE was in the Senate a certain 
Man of great natural Cunning, and 
Penetration, Factious, Enterprizing, vers'd 


©? 


the Diſpoſition of the Times in which he 
lived, This Man came fecretly to the King, 
and 


in Buſineſs, and above all, very knowing in 
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and entertain'd him with the following 
Diſcourſe. 

I perceive, Sir, you are very much caf 
* down with the Bounds that have been {&ﬆ 
to your Authority: But perhaps you have 

not loſt ſo much as you imagine. — The 
People are very proud of their own Work 
and look with great Satisfaction on th: 
Outſide of their new. erected Government; 
* but thoſe who can ſee the Inſide too, find 


* 


* 


© every thing too rotten and ſuperficial u 


* laſt very long. 

* The two Things in Nature the mot 
repugnant and inconfiſtent with each other, 
* are the Love of Liberty, and the Loved 
* Money : The laſt is ſo ſtrong among you 
Subjects, that it is mpoſlible the forme 
can ſubſiſt. I ſay, Sir, they are not Hox tv 
Look round ti: 
© Nation, and ſee whether their Mannen 
© agree with their Conſtitution, Is there 
* Virtue which Want does not diſgrace, 0! 
Vice which Riches. cannot dignity? Hi 
not Luxury infected all Degrees of Ni 
* among(t them? Which way is that uv 
to be ſupported ? It muſt neceſſarily creat 
© a Dependance which will ſoon put an EA 
to this Dream of Liberty. Have you! 
Mind to fix your Power on a ſure ali 
* laſting Baſis? Fix it on the Vices of Mat 
* kind: Set up private Intereſt agalil 
* publick ; apply to the Wants and Want 


\ 
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of particulars; ſhew thoſe who lead the 
People, that they may better find their 
Account in betraying than defending them: 
This, Sir, is a ſhort Plan of ſuch a Con- 
"8 © duct as wou'd make you really ſuperior to 


all Reſtraint, without breaking in upon 
«© thoſe nominal Securities, which the Troglo- 
are more attach'd to a great deal than 
BR © they are to the Things themſelves. If you 
"of © picaſe to truſt the Management to me, 
VO © | ſhall not be afraid of being obnoxious to 
me Spirit of Liberty; for in a little while 
dig © 1 will extinguiſh every Spark of it; nor 
ef being liable to the Juice of the Nation, 
4 * for my Crime itſelf ſhall be my Protection. 
er 
224224444444 /2.4.4242.2 
„ LETTER-XXV. 
WW SELIM to MiRza at Iſpaban. 
I 
Ha From London, 
Wo HERE. is a very pretty, fair-com - 
* plexion'd Girl, who lodges in a Houſe 
7 juſt over-againſt me. She was always ſtar- 


WE Ars that I can't deſcribe, but which touch'd 
me sti more than all her Beauty: At laſt I 
became ſo enamour'd of her, that I reſolv'd 
to demand her in Marriage. According]y I 
went 


ing at me from her Window, and ſeem'd to 
9 "of follicic my Regards by a thouſand little 
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went to viſit her in Form, and was receiy'| 
by her Mother, a Widow GentJewoman, ll , 
who deſir'd very civilly to know my Bulinel, p 
Ma DAM, ſaid I, I have a Gaiden 2 
J/pahen adorn'd with the fineſt Flowers in 
the Eaſt: I have the Perrian Jaſmin, the + 
Indian Roſe, the Violet of Media, and the 
Tulip of Candaban: But I have latel 
beheld an Exgliſbꝰ Lilly more fair than al 
theſe and far more ſweet, which I deſire to N 
tranſplant into my Garden. This Lilly, 


Madam, is now in your Poſſeſſion, and! 1 
come a Soppliant to you that I may obtaniy g 
it. The old Lady not conceiving What n 
meant, begun to aſſure me very faithiull Wl ; 
that I was miſtaken, for ſhe had ncithy 


Lilly nor Role belonging to her. 
Tr Lilly, return'd I, is your love ,, 
Daughter, whom JI come to afk of you e 
my Wife. 
War do you propoſe to ſettle on he 
replied ſhe? That is the firſt Point to u 
conſider'd. 
I WILL do by her very handſomely 
anſwer'd I; I will ſettle upon her Tay 
bl; Black Eunuchs, an old Midwife, and! 
i Chambermaid. 
It: Two Blacks, anſwered ſhe, are well enoug|, 
but] ſhou'd think Two French Footmen wou 
th be ge nt eeler. 


„ How: 
. | 


return'd I, 
| warrant you; Plenty of Rice, and the beſt 
Sherbet in all Perſia. 
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How VER, Sir, we won't quarrel about 


her Equipage : The Queſtion is, what 
Provi/1o you think of making. 


Dox?*T trouble yourſelf about that, 
ſhe ſhall have Meat enough 


Don”T tell me of Rice and Sberbet, faid 


the old Woman; I aſk what Jointure you 
will give her ? 


Tus Word ſtopt me ſhort, for 1 did 


not know what a Jointure ſignified : At Jaft 
ſhe explain'd herfelf by demanding of me, 
how her Daughter was to live if I ſhowd 
die? 


I Have an Indian Wiſe, anſwer'd I, that 
intends to burn her/elf as ſoon as I expire, 
but I wou'd not recommend that Method to 


your Daughter. 


How! ſaid ſhe, —— you are married 
then already! Yes, faid I, in Pera we are 
allow'd to tate as many Women as we can 
keep, and it ſeems to me that. the Men in 
England do the ſame only leaving out thc 
Ceremony. 

Ir is a very wicked Practice, anſwer'd 
e. but ſince it is your Religion ſo to do, 
and that my Daughter's Fortune is too ſmall 
to gat a Huſband among Chriſtians I am not 
much averſe to give her to you upon reaſo- 
nable Terms, becauſe I am roid you are 
very rich. | — 1 A 

| SHE 
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S HE had ſcarce ſpoke theſe Words, 
my little Miſtreſs, who had been 
to our Diſcourſe behind a Screen, can on 
from her Concealment, and rol her Mol 
That if ſo many Women were to lin 
& together ſhe was ſure there won'd ben 
Peace in the Family, and thereforg she defi 
her to inſiſt on a good /eparate. Maintenance 
in caſe her Huſband and ſhe ſhou'd di/agree 

War, faid I, young Lady, do ya 
think already of ſeparating your Intereſ 
from mine? And muſt I be obliged to py 
my Wite for living ill with me, as much as] 
ſnou'd for living well ? 

No — by Halt — ] will never wed ; 
Woman who is ſo determin'd to rebel again 
her Huſband, that ſhe arlicles for it in the 
very Contract of her Marriage. 
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LETTER XXVI. 
4 SELIM to MIR ZA at IHabar. 
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From Londa. 


T'HERE is at London a Native o 
Aleppo that has reſided here ſome 
Years as a private Agent for ſome Merchants 
of that City, and paſles for a Jes: Then 
call him Zabulon, but his true Name I 
Abdallah, the Son of Abderamen. He bu 


revealcd 
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vealed himſelf to me, and I have con- 
acted a great Intimacy with him. There 
ver was an honeſter, more friendly, or 
Tore valuable Man: But he. is as much a 
got to all the Eaſtern Notions, and as 
uch a Stranger to every thing in England, 
z he was the firſt Hour of his Arrival. For 
iv Part, Mirza, I ſet out with a Reſolution 
p give up all my hereditary Prejudices, and 
tm my Mind to bear different Opinions, 
my Body to ſuffer different Climates, Nay, 
| may ſay ſo, I begun my Travels a good 
hile before I went abroad, by Reading, 
nquiring, and Reaſoning, about the Man- 
ers and Inſtitutions of other Countries, I 
ad lived long enough under the Yoke of an 
rbritary Government, to ſee the Miſery of 
and value Liberty: I am now come into 
and where that Liberty is happily 
abliſh'd, and where I may learn to know 
by its Effects. This, Mirza, is the 
tudy that I purſue, and it demands the 
moſt Attention I can give. In abſolute 
lonarchies all depends on the Character of 
e Prince, and when that is known, you 
fer, ave little more to learn; but in mix'd 
_ 0 Wovernments the Machine is more complex, 

nd it requires a nicer Obſeryation to 
anu WWoder*and how the Springsof it are diſpos'd, 


hey _ they mutually check and aſſiſt each 
e cher. | | 


nas _—_ _ Wazy 
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[| Wren I talk to Abdallah on this Subjet 
he tells me it is not worth my while g 
trouble myſelt about it; for that any For 
of Government is good if it be well admin, 
Nerd. But the Qucſtion is, which is nd 
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| likety to be well adminiſter'd, that is, whit 
q has beſt ſecured itſelf, by wholeſome Pro 
[ . ſions and Reſtraints, againſt the Danger « 
| | a bad Adminiſtration. | 
1 
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SELIM toMiRrzaA ar Tſpahan, 


py” ' * — Kh Fs — — r by 
TA 
: — L 
Vs. — 
Rc Lal, SAIL" 


From London. 


S I was walking in the Fields ne 
> this City the other Morning, 
diſbanded Soldier ſomewhat in Years implor 
my Charity, and to excite my Compaſli 
bared his Boſom, on which were the Sc 
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1 | of many Wounds all receiv'd in the Servit 
5 of his Country. I gladly reliev'd his Wart 
| and being deſirous to inform my ſelf of eve! 
| ching, fell into Diſcourſe wich him on 
k War in which he had ſerved. He told 1 
| he had been preſent at the taking of tend 
< twelve ftrong Towns, and had a Share! 


4 | the Danger and Glory of almoſt as mig 
Victories. How then, ſaid I, comes it 6 
paſs that thou art laid aſide ? Thy Strecg 
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is indeed in its decline, but not yet waſted , 
and I ſhould think that Experience would 
well ſupply the loſs of Youth. Alas ! Sir, 
anſwered he, I have a good Heart and 
tolerable Limbs, but I want three Inches 
more of Stature : I am brave and able 
enough, thank God, but not quite handſome 
enough for a Soldier. 

How then didſt thou ſerve ſo long, 
returned 1? in Flanders, Sir, ſaid he, there 
were ſome T houſands ſuch i1]-looking Fellows, 
who did very well in a Day of Battle, but 
wou'd make noFigureat aReview.--It appears 
to me very ſtrange, replied I, that thou 
ſhouldſt be poor after fighting ſo many Years 


with ſuch great Succeſs. The Plunder of a 


ſingle Town in the Ea? is enough to enrich 
every Soldier that help'd to take it · Plunder 
Sir, ſaid he; we have no ſuch Term in the 
modern Art of War. We fight for Six- 
pence a Day — But when you have gain'd 
a Battle, do you get nothing by it ? 

Yes, ſaid he, we have the Advantage to go 
on and beſiege a Town. —Ay, then, my 
honeſt Lad, comes your Harveſt — Then, 
Sir, replied he, it deſends it ſelf till we are 
halt of us deſtroy*d 3 and when it can hold 


out no longer, it capitulates z that is, every 


Burgher ſaves his Houſe, and every Soldier 
carries off his Baggage, — But what becomes 
of the conquering. Army? — Why che 
conquering Army has the Pleaſure to beſiege 
| BI another 
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another Town, which capitulates alſo ; and 
at the end of the Campaign it goes into 

Uarters. But when you enter an 
Enemy's Country, don't you raiſe Contr:- 
butions ? The Generals do, anſwer'd 
he, but military Diſcipline allows no Par: of 
it to the common Soldiers; they have juſt 
Sixpence a Day as they had beſore. 

HERE ended our Converſation ; and I 
repeat it to thee, as one of the molt 
extraordinary Novelties I have met with in 
3 That Armies, mercenary Armies, 
ſhould be led on from Battle to Battle, 
from Siege to Siege, without any thing to 
animate them but the IJopes of a barren 
Reputation, and a Pay which is barely a 
Subſiſtence; that they ſhould be made to 
look upon the Property of their Enemies as 
ſacred and inviolable ; that they ſhould return 
from a victorious Campaign no richer than 
they ſet out, and take the Field nextYear 
with as much Alacrity as they did before, is 
ſuch a Wonder as Hiſtory cannot ſhew. No 
ſuch thing was ever heard of in Afia, nor do 
I know that the two other Parts of theGlobe 
have any Example of it. But all over 
Europe, except Muſcovy and Tarky, it has 
been ſo for this laſt hundred Years, and there 
has yet happened no Mutiny on thatAccount. 
It is no leſs unaccountable that Valour, and 
a Capacity for Service ſhould be made to 
conſiſt in imug Looks and a certain my. 
0 


— ©. 
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of Tallneſs, If Women were to raile and 
employ Troops, I ſhould not much wonder 
ar ſuch a Choice; but God grant our 
:nvincibleSultan an Army of Veteran Soldiers, 
though there were not a Man among them 
above five Foot high, or a Face that wou'd 
not frighten an Enemy with the very Looks 
of it! 


+ Ay 2 "I, #, 3. . ®, . 2. F. * * < 2 „ p 2. 2 . 2. . 2. 


E 7 
* 4 * ju 
tor At ont IIS) CLEALIEIILIC IS LD hr ICS (3 LEI SIG SVa3 


LETTER XXVUL 
SEL1IM to MIRZ A at 1ſpaban. 


HERE is a Set of People in this 
Country, whoſe Activity 1s more ule- 
leſs than the Idlencis of a Monk. They 
are like thoſe troubleſome Dreams which 
often agitate and perplex us in our Sleep, 
but leave no Impreſſion behind them hen 
we wake. I have ſent thee an Epitaph made 
tor one of theſe Men of Buſineſs, who ended 
his Life and Labours not long ago. 


7 1 ce 11 ES 


who lived Three 


fete and ten Nears in a continual Hurry. He 


bad the Honour of fitting in fix Parliaments, 


of being Chairman in twenty five Committees, 


and of making three bundred ant fifty Specches. 
lie attended conſtantly twice a Wee: at the 
Levies of twelve different Aſiniſters of State, 

2 an 
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and writ for and againſt them one thon fand 
Papers. He composgd fifty new Projets for 
the better Government of the Church and $! ate, 
He left behind him Memoirs of his own Ti, 

in frve Volumes in Folio. 


Reader, if thou Pod e moved 10 drop a 
Tear for ibe Lofs of jo CONSIDERABLE A 
PERSON, it ti, be a SINGULAR Fav 
to the Deceas'd ; for no body elſe conce, 
himſelf about it, or remembers that juch a Man 
Was ever bern. | 
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LETTER XXIX. 
S ELIM #0 MIRZ A at Iſpahan. 


From London. 


Went with my Friend the other Day to 

a great Hall, where all the Courts © 
Law were ſitting together: Behold, ſaid he, 
the Temple of Fuſtice, the Sanctuary of 
Privilege and Right, which our mightic| 
Monarchs have not been able to violate wit! 
Impunity. Behold the loweſt of our Com: 
mons contending here with the higheit 0! 
our Nobles, unawed by their Dignity ot 
Power, See thoſe venerable Sages on the 
Bench, whoſe Ears are deaf to Sollicitation, 


and their Hands untainted with Corruption. 
dee 
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do alſo thoſe twelve Men, whom we call 
he 71ry, the great Bulwark of our Property 
| Freedom. Bat then caſt your Eyes on 
ele Men in Black that iwarm on every 
Sie: Theſe are the Prieſts of the Temple, 
who, like other Prieſts, have turned their 
Miniſtry into a T rade: They have perplexeqd, 
confounded, and encumbred Law, in order 
to make themſelves more neceſſary, and to 
drain the Purſes of the People, - I have 
heard, ſaid I, that the Laws of England are 
wiſely Framed and impartially aaminyrred, 
hay old Gethick Pile we are now in, replied 
iy Friend, will give you a juſt Idea of 
their & ructure: J he Foundations of it are 
decp and very laſting ; it has ſtood many 
Ages, and with good Repairs may ſtand 
may more; But the Architecture is loaded 
vi th 2 multiplicity of idle anduſeleſs Parts ; 
when you examine it critically, many Faults 
and [mperfes tions will appear; yet upon the 
whole it has a mighty aw ul Air, and ſtrikes 
you with Reverence and Reſpect, Then as 
to the Adminiſtration of our Laws, the 
Difference between us and other Countries is 
ſittle more than this, that there they 1ell 
Juſt! on in the Groſs, and here we ſell it by 
Ketail. In Perſia the Cadi paſſcs Sentence 
lor a round Sum of Money; in England che 
Judge indeed takes nothing after he comes 
to bea Judge; but the Attorney, the Advocate, 
every Officer and Retainer on the Count, 
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raiſe treble that Sum upon the Client. The 
Condition of Jullice is like that of many 
Women of Quality: They themſelves ar 
above being bought, but every Servant 
about them muſt be Feed, or there is no 
geiling at them. The diſintereſted Spirit of 
the Lady is of no Advantage to the Suitor; 


he is undone by the Rapine of ber Depen- 
5 
aunts. 
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LETTER XXX. 
S E LIM to MIR Z A at Ijpaban. 


HAT 1s peculiar to this Country, 
V continued he, in judicial Proceedings, 
is, that no Power of Equity is lodged 
either in the Breaſt of Judge or Jury, but 
they are to direct and determine altogether 
by the Letter of the Law. 

In Trance, and other Parts of Eurate, the 
Judge is truſted with a diſcretionary Power 
to vary from the Law in certain Points, 
according to the Dictates of his Conſcience, 
and the Reaſon of the Caſe. But in England, 
Conſcience, Reaſon, Right, and Juſtice arc 
confined to the Words of the Act of Parla- 
ment, and the eſtabliſhed Senſe thereof. 

No doubt this is productive of many 
Hardſhips ; Particulars muſt often ſuffer by 


li 
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itz yet in the main it is a wholſome Limi- 
tation, and beneficial to Liberty. For it 
is generally found, that in other Conntries 
the Tudge*s Conſcience depends wholly on 
the King's, and the Rule of Equity is a very 
uncertain Meaſure, which Paſſion, Prejudice, 
or Intereſt can change : So that many of 
the Grievances we complain of in the courſe 
of Juſtice here, are interwoven with the 
Conſtitution of odr Government, and not 
to be removed without endangering, or, 
perhaps, deſtroying it. Latter Times have 
gone off a little from this Strictneſs ot 
adhering to the Letter, by encouraging 
Applications to the Court of Chancery, 
which is a Court of Equity, but tied down 
to certain regular Methods of Proceeding, 
and as cloſe a Conformity to the known 
Meaning and Purpoſe of the Law as is 
conſiſtent with its Inſtitution. The Buſineſs 
of this Court is vaſtly greater than formerly 
it was. Anciently the Chancellor himſelt 
was nothing more than Regiſter to the King, 
with a Power to adviſe him in ſuch Matters 
as came within the Compaſs of the Writings 
entruſted to his Cuſtody : But by Degrees 
he became Keeper of the Great Seal, and 
the higheſt Officer of the Realm. And 
indeed if there was not placed in the Houſe 


of Peers a Judicature ſuperior to his, fo 


much of the Property of the Subject would 
depend on the Opinion of the Chancellor, 
- SF 4 that 
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that the Parliament would have Reaſon t9 
claim a Right which they demanded in the 
Reign of Edward the Third, of nominating 
this Officer themſelves. 

i defired to know how the Lords behaved 
in this ultimate Trial of all Cauſes. 

With great Caution and Uprightne{, 
anſwered he: The Spirit of Party, or the 
Influence of the Court, has not yet mix: 


it ſcif in their Deciſions; and happy 
will it be for this Country if they are 2 
1: rupulous in every Capacity as they are in 


7 « 


their Judicial one. 
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EET:TER-XXXE 
SELIM to M1Rza at Iſpahan. 


From Lond, 


/ Frenco Gentleman was boaſting the 

other Day in a Company where I was, 
of tne Academies founded by the late King 
for the Support and Reward of Arts and 
Sciences, 

You have a Pleaſant Way (ſaid he) here 
in England, of encouraging a Man of Wit. 
When he is dead, you build him a fine Ton, 
and lay him among your Kings; but while 
he is alive, he is as ill receiv'd at Court, as if he 
came 
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came with a Petition againſt the Miniſtry, 
Word not the Money you have laid out upon 
the Monument of two or three of your 
Pots, hae been better beſtow'd in giving 
ther Bread when they were living, and 
nted it ? This might have been formerly 
ie C ſe, N an Engliſhman, but it is not 
o no-. A Man of true Genius is at prefent 
ſo much favourd by the Publick, his Works 
are fo greedily bought up, and fo many 
"re "fond of ery ing him every way, 
hat he has no need to depend upon a Court 
for Protection and Subſiſtence. 

AN p let me add, that the Honours which 
are paid to a deceas'd Man of Wit, have 
ſomething in them more generous and difin- 
Walg than Penſions beſtow'd on flaviſh 
Terms, and at the Price of continual 
Pa .negyrick, We have a very great Poet 
NOW alive, who may boaſt of one ng 0 


can Ape 4 vix. 1 hat be never e any 
Mania Power z but has beitow'd immortal 
Praiſe upon tee, whom, for frar of 
offending Men : in Power, no Poet in France 
would have dared to praiſe. 
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LETTER XXXI. 


SELIM to MIRZ A at Iſpaban. 


From London. 


HERE is a Chriſtian Doctor, who at 

my firſt Arrival here took the Trouble 
to viſit me very often, with no other View, 
as I could find, but merely to make 2 
Chriſtian of me; in which Deſign he has 
been ſingle hitherto, fuch a Zeal being very 
much out of Faſhion. 

Bor, what is moſt extraordinary, [ 
was told the other Day, that his Preſer- 
ment in the Church had been lately jtopp's 
at the Inſtance of the Mufii of this City, 
on a Suppoſition of his being turn'd 
Aabometan, ar that all the Proof brought 
againft him was the Commerce he former!y 
had with me. 

\ Warren I heard this, I waited on the 
Mufti, and offer'd to teſtify that the Doctor 
was a Chriſtian, as far as F cowd judge 
by all I faw of him, during the Time ot 
our Acquaintance : But he refuſed to admit 
my Teſtimony in this Caſe, becauſe, as be 
ſaid, I was mytelf a Miſtelizver, and inſiſted 

on 
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on the Doctor's ſuppos'd Apoſtacy, as an 


undoubted Fact, which c him beyond 


meaſure. 

Ir he is a Muſſeman, ſaid I, he muſt 
be Circumcas'd ; Why don't you end the 
Diſpute by ſhewing that? There is a V- 
{ible Mark of Orthodoxy in our Religion; 3 
bur I ſhou'd be glad to know what is the 
Viſille Mark of yours. If it be Meekneſs, 
or CHrity, or Juſtice, or Temperance, or 
Piety, all theſe are moſt conſpicuous in the 
Doctor: But I find that none of theſe can 
prove him to be a Cbriſtian — What 
therefore is the Characteriſtick of his Ac- 
uſers and how do they prove themſclves 
to be Chriſtians ? 
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LETTER XXXIL 


SELIM to Mirza at T1ſpahan. 


From London. 
HF, Principles and Practice of To- 


Country: 1 myſelt have felt the Effects of 
it very much to my Advantage: The better 
lort of People are no more offended at the 
Difference of my Faith from theirs, than at 


the 


leration prevail very ſtrongly in this 
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the Difference of my Dreſs: The Mob, 
indeed, ſeem ſurprized at me for both, and 
can't comprehend how 1t 1s poſſible to make 
fuch Miſtakes, but they rather conteinn 
than hate me for them; and I have vet 
been aftronted by Nobody but a drunken 
Prieſt, who denounc'd Damnation againf! 
me, for refuling to pledge him, 7% 7! 
Proſperity of the Church , England, in a 
Liquor forbidden by our Law. 

Tr1s has not always been the Temper oi 
the Eng, They have formerly waged 
War againſt Mahome! ans, only becauſe they 
were ſo; they have kindied Fires againſt 
{creticks, tho* what was IIereſy in one 
Age has been Orthedoxy in another ; nay, 
they have involved their Country in all 
the Miſeries of Civil Diſcord upon Points 
of ro greater Moment, tham whether 
Table ought to be placed in the Middle 
of the Church, or at one End of it, 

I mvsT own to thee, Mirza, there is 
nothing I abhor ſo much as Perſecutien: 
It ſeems to me no leſs ridiculous in its 
Principles, than dreadful in its Effects One 
wou'd think, that the great Diverſity of 
Opinions among Mankind, ſhould incline 
Men a little to ſuſpect that their own may 
poſſibly be wrong; but to purſue all other 
with Rage and Violence, inſtead of Pity 
or Perſuaſion, is ſuch a Strain of Pride and 


Folly as Enthuſiaſm itſelf can ſcarce account 
| jv 
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far, I have read in a famous Spani/b Author 
of a certain Madman who rambled about 
Spain with Sword and Lance, and whom- 
foever he met with in his Way he requir'd 
to acknowledge and believe, that his Miſtreſs 
Dulcinea delTebs/o was the handſomeſt Woman 
in the World. It was in vain for the other to 
reply, that he had no knowledge at all of 
Tultinea, or had a particular Fancy to 
another Woman; the Madman made no 
Allowances for Ignorance or Prejudice, but 
inſtantly knock'd him down, and never left 
beating him till he promis'd to maintain 
the Per fections of the ſaid Lady above all 
her Rivals. Such has been the Conduct 
of many Prieſts and Prieſt-rid Princes in 
propagating their ſpiritual Inclinations: Each 
had his ſeveral Du/cirea, and reſolved that 
every body ſhould admire her as much as 
hicmſcltz but as this was not eaſily brought 
about, the Controverſy Wes determin'd by 
Force of Arms: Nay, tho' it happer'd 
that all admir'd the ſame, they wou'd even 
quarrel about the Faſhion of her Cloaths, 
ad moſt bloody Battles have been fought 


to decide which Colour became her beſt, 


Alas, Mirza, how abſurd is all this! the 
Beaury of True Religion 1s ſufficiently 
ſhewn by its proper Luſtre; it needs no 
Knight Errant to combat for it; nor is 
any thing ſo contrary to the Nature of 
Affection as Conftraint, Whoever is com- 


pell'd 
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pell'd to profeſs a Faith without Conviction, 
tho* it was but indifferent to him before, 
muſt grow to think it odious; as Men who 
are forc'd to marry where they do not 
approve, ſoon change Diſlike into Averſion, 
I will end this Subject with putting 
thee in mind of a Ceremony which 1: 
celebrated once a Year by the common 
People of Perſia, in Honour of our Prophet 
Ali. There are two Bulls brought forth 
before the Crowd, the ſtrongeſt of which 
is calPd Ai, and the weaker Oſman : They 
are made to fight, and as Ali is very ſure 
to get the better, the Spectators go away 
highly ſatisfied with this happy Deciſion of 
the Diſpute between Us and the Heretic 
Turks. | 

Just in this Light I regard all Religious 
Wars. Whether the Combatants are two 
Bulls or two Bithops, the Cale is exact!) 
the Tame, and Mankind are as ſimple to 
= raps themſelves for the one as for the 
other 
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SLIM to MiRzZA at Tſpahan, 


From London. 


HERE is nothing more aſtoniſhing 
to a Mufſieman than many Particulars 
relating to the State of Matrimony, as it 
is managed in Europe Our Practice of it 
is ſo totally different, that we can hardly 
think it poſſible for Men to do or ſuffer 
ſuch Things as happen here every Day. 
Tx E following Story, which was given 
me for a true one, will ſet this in a very 
full Light: I wiſh thou may'ſt find it as 
entertaining, as I am ſure thou wilt find it 
new. 


In the Reign of Charles the Firſt, Kin 
of England, lived two Gentlemen, holz 
true Names I will conceal under the feign'd 
ones of Aaſto and Septimius. They were 
Neighbours, their Eſtates lay together, and 
they had a Friendſhip for each other, which 

had grown up from their earlieſt Youth, 
AcasTo had an only Son, whom we will 
call Polydore, and Septimius an only Daughter 
| named 
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named Emilia. Though the Boy was but 
fourteen Years old, and the Girl but twelve; 
the Parents were ſo deſirous of contracting 
an Alliance between their Families, and c 
uniting the two bordering Eſtates, that they 
married them before either was of Age t 
conſummate the Marriage, or even to undder. 
ſtand the Nature of their Contract. As ſoon 
as the Ceremony was perform'd, they ſent 
the young Gentleman abroad, to finith his 
Education. 

Ar TER four Years which he had ſpent in 
France and Hay, he was recall'd by the 
News of his Father's Death, which made it 
neceſſary for him to return to England. 

EMILIA, who was now about fix- 
teen, begun to think he had been abſent 
long enough, and receiv*d him with a great 
deal of Satisfaction. She had heard a fine 
Character of him, from thoſe . who 
knew him in his Travels; and when ſhe 
ſaw him, his Perſon was ſo improv'd that 
ſhe thought herſelf the happieſt of Women 
in being his Wile, 

Bu T his Sentiments for her were very 
different. 

THERE was in his Temper a Spirit of 
Contradiction, which cou'd not bear to have 
a Wife impos'd upon him. He com- 
plain'd, that his Father had taken Advan- 
tage of his tender Age, to draw him into 
an Engagement, in which bis Jaogmen 
| cou 
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cou'd poſſibly have no Part. He confeſt 
that he had no Objections to the Perſon or 
Character of Emilia; but inſiſted on a 
Liberty of Choice, and declar'd that he 
Jook't upon his Marriage to be forc'd 
and null. In ſhort, he abſolutely refuſed 
to conſummate, in ſpite of all the Endea- 
vours of their Friends, and the Conjugal 
Affection of the poor young Lady, who 
did her utmoſt to vanquiſh his Avertion,— 
When ſhe found that all her Kindneſs was 
thrown away, the natural Pride of her Sex 
made her deſire to be ſeparated from him, 
and ſhe join'd with him in a Petition for a 
Divorce, The firit Parliament of the Year 
Forty was then fitting: The Affair was 
brought before them, and it was believ'd, 
that a Divorce wou'd have eaſily been ob- 
tain'd at their mutual Demand. But the 
Biſhops oppos'd it with great Violence, as 
a Breach of the Law of God, which they 
ſaid wou'd admit of no Divorce, but in 
Caſes of Adultery, They were anſwered, 
that the Marriage was not compleat; and 
that the ceremonious Part, which was all 
that had paſt between them, might as 
properly be diſpens'd with by the Le- 
giſlature, as any other Form of Law, 
That the yourg Gentleman's Aver ſion 
was invincehle, and inconſiſtent with the 
Obligation laid upon him: That therefore 
t wou'd not well become the Fathers ol 

the 
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the Church, to put him under a magisch 
Temptation of committing Adultery : And 
that nothing cou'd be imagin'd more unjuſt, 
than to condemn the Lady to perpetwl 
Virginity, under the Notion of a Marriage, 
which, it was plain, was a meer Illuſton.-- - 
Theſe Arguments ſeem'd convincing to all 
the World except the Biſhops 3 but they 
perſiſted in their «/ual Unanimity, and were 
lo powerful by the Favour of the Court, 
that they carried their Point in the Houle 
of Lords; and the unfortunate Polydore and 
Emilia were declared to be one Fleſh, though 
ro Union had ever been between them, 
either in Body or in Mind. The 
Huſband immediately paid back his Wile' 


Portion to her Father; and firmly refolv'd 
that from that time forwards he wou 


never ſee her more. His natural Obſtinacy 
was irritated by the Conſtraint that was put 
upon him, and he took a Pride to ſhew the 
World that there was no Power Eccll: 
aſtical or Civil, which could oblige hin 
to act like a married Man againſt hi 
Inclination. The poor Lady retir'd to 1 
Seat of her Father's in the Country, al 
Abſence from be 


Huſband to forget that he had ever plcas 
or offended her. — Two Years after watt 
the Civil War broke out between the King 
and Parhament. Polydore was ſo enragi 
againſt the Biſhops for obſtructing # 


D1vorce, 
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Divorce, that it determin'd him in chuſing 
of his Party, and made him take up Arms 
againſt the King. Septimius the Father of 
Emiliz, was as zealous a Royaliſt, to which 
his Hatred of Polydore contributed as much 
23 any thing; for it was hardly poſſible that 
two ſuch bitter Enemies ſhou'd be of the 
fame Side, In the Courſe of the War, the 
King being worſted, the Eſtates of many of 
his Party were confiſcated ; and Septimius 
having been one of the moſt active, was 
allo one of thoſe that ſuffered moſt. He 
was compelled to retire into France with 
what he cou'd ſave out of the Wreck of 


his Eſtate; and carried with him his 


Daughter, who was quite abandon'd by her 
Huſband and his Family. 

I's the mean while, the Army of the 
Parliament begun to form itſelf into diffe- 
rent Factions: Cromuell at the Head of 
the Independants, acquir*d by Degrees ſuch 
an Influence, that the Presbyterians were no 


longer a Match for him: Polydore, who 


was devoted to that Sect, threw up his 
Commiſſion in Diſcontent; and happily for 
his Reputation had no Share in thoſe violent 
Proceedings, which ended in the Deſtruction 

of the King, and the ancient Conſtitution. 
HE continued quite unactive for ſome 
Years; but at laſt growing weary of a Life that 
agreed ſo ill with his Vivacity, he determin'd 
to go and ſer ve in the Low- Countries under 
the 
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the Great Prince of Conde, who in the Ven 
1654 commanded the Armies of Fah 
againſt his Country. — Two Reaſons in. 
clin'd Polydore to this Party; Firſt, The 
Deſire he nad to leara his Trade under a 
General of ſo great Reputation; and, Se. 
condly, Becauſe Cromwell had refus'd to 
enter into an Alliance with that Prince, 
though molt agreeable to the Intereſts oi 
England. He found his Highneſs em. 
ploy'd in beſieging Arras, and was receiv'd 
by him with high Marks of his Eiteem, 
During the Siege he often ſignaliz'd his Ce 
rage, and ſupported the Opinion that wa 
ſpread all over Eyrope of the Valour ot the 
Parliament-Officers. But the Marſhal Ti 
renne, with La Ferte and Hoquincourt, having 
attackt the Beſiegers in their Lines, rehiev'd 
Arras, and wou'd have deſtroy'd the Span 
Army it the Prince of Conde had not ſaved then 
by a Retreat, which was one of the greatel 
Actions of his Life. In this Battle, Poj: 
Gore was taken Priſoner, and ſent to Pari 
with many other Spani/h Officers, to con- 
tinue there till they ſhou'd be ranſom'd d 
exchang'd. In the Journey, he contracted 
a great Intimacy with the Count 4 Aguilar, 
Brigadier under the Count de Fuenſaldag na 
and one of the firſt Gentlemen in Spain. A 
they travel d together ſeveral Days, the) 
very naturally acquainted one anether witl 
the principal Incidents of their Live 

Pol) de 
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Pol ydore related to Auilar the whole Stor 
of his Marriage with Emilia, and declaim'd 
with great Heat againſt the Folly of tying 
two People thus together, who with'd no- 
thing ſo much as to be looſe. 

No Doubt, ſaid the Count, it is moſt 
abſurd ; but to ſay the Truth, I find nothing 
very reaſonable in the whole Aﬀair of Mar- 
rage as we have made it. I don't know 
what it may be to other Men, but to me 
t ſeems horribly unnatural, to be confin'd 
to any ſingle Woman, let her be ever ſo 
agreeable, 

If I had Cheſe a Woman Freely, anſwer'd 
Polydore, 1 cou'd be always conſtant to her 
T. Pleature ; but to have a Companion 
jor Life forced upon me, I had rather row 
in the Gallies than ſubmit to it. 

i You are miſtaken, my dear Polydore, 
replied the Count, in tancying it ſo eaſy to 
be conſtant even to a Wife of one's own 
„% Neuling. I have had ſome Experience of 

„chat kind, and know that the firſt choice is 
only good till we have made a ſecond. 
%o prove this to you, I need only give 
"2,4 8164 the Hiſtory of my Amours. That 
you may not think I am telling you a 
Romance, I will begin where Romances 
ways end, with the Article of my Mar: 
Mage, I was married at four and twen 
da Lady, whom I choſe for her Beauty 
and good Senſe, without troubling myſelf 
about 
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about her Fortune, which was but ſma! 
The three or four firſt Years that we live 
together, was the happieſt Period of ny 
Life: I preſerved all the Ardour of a Love 
with the Freedom and Tenderneſs of ; 
Husband. She loved me ftill more fond) 
than I did her; and if I had not left her ii 
ſhe gave me Occaſion, I believe I ſhou' 
have been conſtant ta this Day. But | 
was not able to hold out any longer: Al 
her Charms were become ſo familiar to me, 
that they cou'd not make the leaſt Impreſſion 
and I went regularly to her Bed as I did «9 
Supper, with an Appetite quite pall'd by 
too much Plenty. In this dull Way I drudge 
on for a tedious T welvemonth , till the 
Sight of a Relation of my Wife” S, Why 
came opportunely to lodge in my own Hou; 
rouz'd me out of my Lethargy. Ir was: 
beautiful Creature of eighteen, juſt taken ou 
of a Convent to be married. She knen 
nothing of the World, but had a natur 
Quickneſs that went further than Exper 
ence. However, as there was ſomething 1 
little awkward in her exterior Carrriage, 
the Counteſs d' Aguilar thought it proper to 
keep her with her for ſome Time betore het 
Marriage, till ſhe had inſtructed her hoy 
to behave herſelf in Publick. I thougit 
my Inſtructions might be of uſe to her 
well as my White's, to teach her how ie 
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behave herſelf in Private; and had the good 
Fortune to make them more agreeable. 

Sus liked me better and better every 
Leſſon, and in Proportion, as her Paſſion 
encreas'd for me, ſhe conceiv'd a ſtronger 
Averſion for the Man who was defign'd to 
be her Husband : And indeed ſhe had no 
great Reaſon to be fond of him, for he was 
a peeviſh, ſtupid, bigotted old Fellow, 
who did nothing Day or Night but pray 
and ſcold. Her Friends preſs'd the Con- 
loſion of her Marriage, and as unwilling as 
ie was to come into it, ſhe cou'd not reſiſt 


er Importunities. Yet to comfort me. 
ge very fairly let me know, that ſhe wou'd 
re pive her Virginity to me in ſpite of all their 
Who 


eth; and moreover, that I ſhou'd have 
ton the wwedding Night. I repreſented to 
er the Improbability of her performin 
ich a Promiſe at ſuch a Time; but ſhe bi 
en e truſt to her Management and I ſhou'd 
curve ſatisfied. | 
Tur Wedding-Night came; and when 
he Company was retired, the Bridegroom 
a ſurpriz'd to fee the Bride diſſolved in 
er 0 cars. He beg'd to know the Cauſe of her 
fiction; but ſhe wou'd not tell him, 
 hVBWcepr he ſwore that when he knew it he 
ad co his utmoſt to remove it. Tl 
cr "oY Tit poor Man, in the Vehemence of 
ov "I: Love, aſſured her that he wou'd do any 
ung to make her eaſy, that was not con- 
trary 
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trary to the Honour of a Cavalier, or the 
Injunctions of our Hoiy Mother Church, 

No, ſaid ſhe, the Thing I require of yy 
will recommend you extremely to the CH 
as it is only to give me leave to accompliſh 
a Vow I made to the Bleſſed Virgin, in 
Fit of Sickneſs when my Lite was in great 
Danger. 

HEAVEN forbid, my pretty Chile, 
replied the Don, that I ſhou'd hinder you 
from performing a ſacred Vow, to th; 
hazard of your Soul. 

WII then, ſaid ſhe, I will own 9 
you, that in my Fright, I vow'd that if! 
cou'd but get well again and live to be mar- 
ried, 1 wou'd conſecrate my Wedding Night 
to the Bleſſed Virgin, by paſſing it in the 
Bed of my waiting Woman the virtuo 
Jſabella. And this very Morning while | 
ſlept, our Lady appeared to me in a Dream, 
and threaten'd me with another Fit of Sick 
neſs if I did not keep my Word. 

Ir it be ſo, replied the Husband, ther: 
is no doubt but the Virgin mutt be /ervs 
before ne; and ſo, my Dear, I wiſh youi 
good Night. 

Now you muſt know, that the virtuols 
Jabella was truſted with all the Secrets d 
her Miſtreſs, and had gone betwcen | 
through the whole Courſe of our Amour 

AccoRpincLy Madam went to Bed 
her waiting Woman, who had taken dt 


ly 
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to inform me of this Deſign, and conceal'd 
mein a Cloſet within her Chamber; from 
whence, as ſoon as every body was afleep, I 
was admicted to the Place of /abella, and 
receiv'd the full Acquittance of a Promiſe I 
little expected to ſce pertorm'd. 

Tu Singularity of this Adventure 16 
delighted me, that I cou'd not help in the 
Vanity of my Heart, diſcovering it to the 


Duke de  Infaxtada, the moſt intimate . 


my Friends. He was very. thankful for the 
Confidence I repos'd in han, and to reward 
me for it, betray'd it inſtantly to my Wite, 
whom, it feems, he had long made Love to 
without Succeſs, As he thought that the 
greateſt Obſtacle to his Deſires was her 
Fondneſs for me, he hoped to remove it by 
convineing her of my falſeneſs; but thouga 
tie News of it had like to have broke her 

Heart, it was not capable to change it. 
SHE reproached me in a Manner that 
made my Fault appear much more 1aex- 
culable. —— 1 might complaia, faid ſhe, 
of the Afront you have done my Honour 
in debauching my Relation; but alas! 1 am 
only ſenſible to the Injury you have done my 
Love. You are grown weary of me, and 
I know it is impollible to regain your Heart, 
lince the Gagle Reaton of your D:ſlike mutt 
Ill continue, which is, That I am your 
Wife. If any Part of my Bchaviour had 
oaended you, I might have chang'd it to 
. YO.X 
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your Satisfaction; but this is a Fault, which 
in ſpite of all my Care, will grow worſ- 
every Day. I endeavour'd to pacify her 
by Aſſurances of my future Fidelity; and 
really I was ſo affected by her Behaviour, 
that I ſeriouſly meant to keep my word, — 
But our Inclinations are very little in ou: 
Power: My Reſolution ſoon yielded to the 
Charms of the Counteſs Altamira, one of 
the handſomeſt Women about the Court, but 
the vaineſt, the moſt intereſted, and the 
moſt abandond. She made it a Point of 
Honour to ſeduce me, out of a Deſire to 
morrtify my Wile, with whom ſhe had 
quarrePd upon ſome female Competition 
of Precedency or Dreſs. 

H x R Avarice was equal to her Pride, and 
the made me pay dearly for her Favours, 
though her Huſband was one of the richeſt 
Men in Spzin. I hardly ever went to her 
without a Preſent of ſome kind or other, 
and my Fortune begun to ſuffer by my 
Expence ; yet I was ſo bewitch'd to her, that 
though I heartily deſpis d her, I cou'd not 
help loving her to Madneſs, 

NE Day, when I came to fee her 
after an Abſence that had rais'd my Peſires 
to the higheſt Pitch; the receiv'd me with 
a Sullenneſs and Ill-humour that tortur'd 
me beyond Expreſſion. I conjur'd her to 
acquaint me with the Cauſe of it, and ſhe 


told me, That the laſt time ſhe was at 
Court, 
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Court, ſhe had ſeen the Counteſs d” Agai- 
ar with a Diamond Necklace on, which 
« I had given her the Day before: That 
* my making ſuch Preſents to another 
Woman in the midſt of our Intrigue, 
« was an Inſult ſhe was determin'd not to 
bear; and that fince I was grown fo fond 
da Huſband, - ſhe cou'd not but make a 
« Conſcience of cilturbing our conjugal 
Felicity.“ . 

| offer*'d her any Satisfaction ſhe wou'd 
ack ; and the malicious Devil had the Im- 
pudence to tell me, that nothing cou'd 
latizfy her, but my taking away that Neck- 
lace from my Wife, and giving it to her.--- 
J entreated her to accept another of twice 
its Value; but ſhe replied, that her Honour 
was concern'd; and in ſhort ſhe wou'd 
have that, and that alone. Overcome 
with her Importunities, I went home, and 
ſtole it for her; but made her promiſe me 
ſolemnly to be very cautious, that my Wife 
thou'd never fee it in her Poſſeſũon. 

Asovr three Days after, Word was 
brought me, that the Counteſs d' A uilar 
had fainted away in the Anti- chamber ot 
the Qacen, and was gone Home in great 
Diſorder to her Mother's the Countets of 
F 4 (heco. : 

i went immediately thicher in ſuch a 
Fight, as convinced me I] lov'd her better 
"an 1 thought 1 did; but imagine my 
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Confuſion, when ſhe inſorm'd me, that (+ 
had fainted at the Sight of her own Dia- 
monds on the Neck of the Counteſs 43. 
mira. She added, that ir was no Myſtery 
to her, nor to any Body elſe, how that 
Lady came by them; and that to fave her 
ſelf the Mortification of any more ſuch 
publick Affronts, ſhe wou'd no longer live 
with me as my Wife, but leave me at fol 
Liberty to pleaſe myſelt, as my licentious 
Inclination ſhou'd direct. 

I ugd my utmoſt Eloquence to prevail on 
her to come home to me again; but ſhe re- 
main'd inflexible, and ſaid no more to all 
my Proteſtations, but that if her paſt Con. 
duct had not been able to fix my Heart, 
ſhe deſpair'd of doing it for the future. 

AFTER living without her half 
Year, I was order'd to my Regiment in 
Flanders, and was very glad of an Occaſion 
to leave Madrid, where the Regret of her 
Separation was ſuch a Pain to me, that it 
entirely ſunk my Spirits. Since my Am 
val in che Army, I have writ to her three 
or four Letters, bat ſhe diſdain'd to make 
me any Anſwer; and I have Reaſon 6 
believe, that her high Spirit has by us 
time got the better of her 1 | 

For my part, I endeavour to amuſe 
myſelf rhe beſt I can with other Women; 
and I defire, my dear 'Po!ydore, that we 


may be always reciprocal Confidants of 
ever) 
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every Intrigue that we engage in during our 


Stay in France. | | 
PorypoRyg thank'd him, and affur'd 
him, that on his Part, he ſhould meet witn 
no Reſerve, When they came to Paris, 
his firſt Care was to enquire, what was 
become of Septimius and Fmilta, whom he 
had heard no Account of for many Years: 
He was inform'd, that Septimius was dead, 
and his Daughter gone from Paris. His 
Curiofity made him write to his Friends in 
England, to aſk if ſhe was there? They 
anſwer'd him, That every Body believ'd ſſie 
was dead in Trance, having receiv'd no 
News of her a great while, Pelrdore was 
mightily plead with this Account, and 
fancy'd bimſelf very happy in being a 
Widower, though he had given himſelt no 
Trouble to ſupport the Character of a 
Huſbind. The two Friends had not 
reſided long at Paris, before they were 
exchang'd for ſome French Officers who 
were taken Priſoners by the Prince of Cend-, 
They return'd to the Army, but the Sgaſon 
not permitting them to come to-any Action, 
they agreed to paſs the Winter at Bruſſ#ls, 
in the Court of the Archduke. They had 
not been there above a Month, beſore 
Aguilar acquainted his Erpliſh Friend, that 
he had begun an Intrigue with, a French 
Lady, who hv'd in a very retir'd Manner, 
Which he believ'd was owing to her 
E. 3 Cir, 
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Circumſtances : That he had ſten her two 
or three times, by Means of a Woman 
at whoſe Houſe the lodg'd, whole good 
Offices he had ſecur'd by a handſome Bribe. 
He added, that he wou'd carry Pelydore 
tO fee her the next Viſit that he made. 
Accordingly they went together to Mada- 
moiſelle Dalinconrt (for that was the Name 
of Apgiiiar's new Miſtreſs.) At their coming 
im, Daltncourt ſeem'd much furpriz'd, 
changed Colour, and was not able to ſpeak 
a Word, The Count, alarmed at ber 
D.torder, ſuſpected fome Lover had been 
with her, and told her with an Air of 
D:icentent, that he was ferry he came at ſo 
wrorg a Time. She endeavaur'd to ſhaks 
off her Confuſion, and reply'd, that he 
was always very welcome : But that the 
Gentleman he brought with him had to 
much Reſembiance of a Brother of ker's, 
who was kill'd in Handers, that at firit 
Sig} t ſhe cou'd not help being ſtruck with 
it in the Manner they had ſeen: She added, 
that if the Gentleman was as like her 
Brother in Mind, as he was in Form, the 
mou'd be mightily pleas'd with his Ac- 
quaintance. She ipoke this with ſuch as 
:\ir of Sincerity, that the Count began to 
think his Jealouſy was without Foundation. 
AFTER ſome general Diſcourſe, ſhe applics 

10 Polydore, and afk*d him how long he Had 
been engag'd in the Sraniſh Service, with 
many 
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many other more particular Enquiries, which 
ſcem'd to intimate a Defire to know him 
better. Polydore was very glad of it, in 
Hopes t9 {ſerve his Friend; and the Count, 
who had ne Sufpicions on that Side, did his 
utmoſt to engage them in a Friendſhip 
which he imagin'd wou'd turn to his 
Advantage. 

AT Night, when the two Gentlemen 
were at home together, Aguilar afk'd his 
Companion, what he thought of Dilincourt's 
Perfon and Underſtanding? Better of the 
laft than the firſt, anſwer'd he, tho? both 
are certainly agreeable. 1 can't help thinking, 
continu'd he, that her Perfon 1s not quite 
new to me; but I can't recollect where 
I met with her, except it was at Paris, 
waen I was there a Boy. You wilt do 
well to improve your Acquaintance now, 
replied the Count; and, to give you an 
Opportunity of doing it, Fl fend you there 
To-morrow to make my Excuſes tor being 
obliged to hunt with the Archduke, inſtead 
ol waiting upon her, as. I intended. 1 
know, my dear Pelydore will employ all 
tis Wit and Eloquence to {et his Friend's 
Paſſion in the belt Light, and while he is 
with her, I ſhall have lefs Uneaſineſs in 
being away. Polydore.promis'd him all the 
Services he cou'd do him, but ſaid, he wiſh'd 


he had got a Miſtreſs too, to make the 
Party even. 


_ # ke Tue 


93 LETTERS from 4 

T nx next Day he went to her, and 
faid a great deal in Praiſe of Aguilar, to 
diſcover what ſhe thought of him : She 
anſwer'd him with "Terms of a cold Eſteem, 
but nothing that gave him the leaſt Fn. 
couragemer.t to believe ſhe was in Love 
He then endeavour'd to perfuade her of 
the Violence of the Count's Paſſion for her; 
but ſhe aſſur'd him, that this was the or; 
Subject the did not care to hear him talk 
of, — He return'd to his Friend quite 
difcouraged at her Manner of proceeding, 
and told him there was nothing to be hop'd 
for. The Count ſhew'd him a Letter he 
had juſt receiv'd from his Confidante, the 
Lady of the Houſe; which advis'd bim 
not to think of gaining Dalinrourt by à 
timorous Refpect ; but to offer her at once 
a handſome Settlement, which the Straitnefs 
of her Fortune would make her liften to 
much more kindly than ſhe did to his fine 
Speeches. 

TA IS indeed may do ſomething, faid 
Polydore; for I found by her Diſcourſe, 
that ſhe had been reduced, by a Series of 
Misfortunes, to a Condition very much 
beneath her Birth. -— Jn Concluſon, 
they agreed to make a Trial, whether ſhe 
was to be bought or no; and Polvdere was 
made the Bearer of a Letter which contain'd 
a very liberal Propoſal. She read it, look'd 
at Polydore ſome Time without ſaying 3 

Word, 
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Word, and at Jaſt burſt out into a Flood 
of Tears. 

I THOUGHT, ſaid ſh*, recovering her 
Voice, that it had not been in the Power 
of my ill Deſtiny to make me more unhappy : 
But I now find, that my Misfortunes have 
funk me lower than I' ever was aware of, 
ſince two Gentlemen, whoſe Eſteem I wiſh'd: 
to gain, think ſo meanly of me, as to 
e me a proper Perſoꝑ to receive ſuch 
a Lelie But know, Sir, that J am as 
much a "Pirates to Infamy, as Jam to 
Happineſs ; and have a Spirit ſupertor to 
all the Wrongs that your inſolent Sex can 
pat upon me. Had not you difgrac'd your 
ſelf by the ſcandalous Employment of 
endeavouring to ſeduce me with a Dirty 
Bribe, 1 ſhou'd have been happy in ſeeing 
you often here; but muſt now deſire you 
10 trouble me no more, and to tell your 
Friend, as my Anſwer to his Letter, that 
I wou'd ſooner give myſelf to a Foorman, 
than ſell my lf to a Prince. 

POLY DORR was infinitely ſtruck with 
this Reception: Every Word ſhe utter'd 
pierc'd him to the Heart; and he lock" 
upon her as a Miracle of Virtue, ſuch as 
he never had my, Notion of . b2iore. — 
He return'd to the Count in great Con 
luſion, ard- acquainted him with the il! 
Succeſs of his Commiſſion. Aguilar more 
ia Love wich her than ever, wric a mat 
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ſubmiſſive Letter to beg her Pardon, but 
ſhe inſtantly ſent it back unopen*d. When 
he found all his Courtſhip was inefteual, 
he left Bruſſels in Deſpair, and retired to 
a Villa of one of his Friends, where he 
reſolved to ſtay till the Opening of the 
Campaign. In the mean while Poly/:re, 
who continued flill at Bruſſels, was in « 
Situation little eaſter than his Friend, 
Madamoiſelle Dalincourt took up all his 
Thoughts; he repeated to himfelt a thoufard 
times the laſt Words he heard her {peak, 
and admir'd the Spirit that appear'd in 
them to a degree of Adoration. 

No being able to bear her Abſence ary 
longer, he ſent to beg that he might fe 
her once again, upon a Buſineſs w 
relating to himſelf, She admittec} him, 
and begun the Converfation, by firictly 
forbidding him. to name the Count in any 
thing he had to ſay to her. I have 10 
Inclination to name him, replied he, for! 
wou'd willingly forget that I ever knen 
him. I am fenſible that I wrong him, in 
dectaring to you, that I love you more 
than Life; yet, as his Paſſion is quite 
deſtitute of Hope, why ſhou'd not I ſollici 


you for a Heart to which he has no 


Pretenſions? But, be my Conduct right or 


not in Regard to Him, to You, Madam, 
it ſhall ever be moſt honourable. I come 


to offer 'you my whole Fortune upon ſuch 
| Terms, 
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Terms, as your Vittue need not bluſh at- 
] am a Widower, and free to marry whom 
| pleaſe z my Eſtate is ſufficient for us both, 
and I am happy to think it in my Power, 
to raiſe you to that Rank which you 
were born to. This, Madam, is the only 
Reparation by which I can attone for the 
Affront I did your Character; and, if you 
refuſe to accept of it, my Deſpair will be 
equal to my Love. - 
Ta Lady anſwer'd him with Blufhes, 
That ſhe was highly ſenſible to the Senti- 
ments he expreſs'd for her; that ſhe hd 
his Perſon, and admir'd his Underſtanding; 
but that, to her Misfortune, ſhe was married 
already; and therefore cou'd fay nothing to 
his Propoſal. Good Heaven, cried 
Poiydore, You are married! And who then 
is your Huſband ? The moiſt unworthy of 
Mankind, anſwer'd ſhe; One, who has 
abandon'd me to the Malice of my Fortune, 
and does not know at this Time what is 
become of me, nor trouble himſelf about 
t. — — He is indeed unworthy, replied 
the Lover, who is poſſeſs'd of ſuch a 
Treaſure, and can neglect it. But, Madam, 
employ me in your Revenge: Command 
my Sword to pierce the Monſter's Heart, 
and tear it from his Boſom.— No, ſaid 
lhe, your Safety is more dear to me than 
tne Defire of Revenge. All I aſk of you 
5, to lwear that you will never be like 
tha⸗ 
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that Huſband ; but continue to love ms 
equally when you know me better: L pen 
This Condition, I will grant you ail the 
Favours which my Duty will allow. and 
perhaps, your future Conduct may prevail 
upon me to throw off all Reſtraint. — 

Taz happy Pclzdore ſwore every Thing 
ſhe deſtr'd, and ſhe permitted him to fer 
her when he pleas d; but, being inform's 
by him, of the Treachery of her Friend a; 
whoſe Houfe ſhe jodg'd, they agreed 
make their Appointments at another Place, 

TrEyv continued this Commerce for ſome 
Time without any Interruption, til! the 
Count. @ Aguilar had Notice of it from his 
Confidante, who perceiv d it in Spate of al 
their Caution. 

NEvEeR was Rage equal to his at this 
Diſcovery. He writ to Payacre, reproaching 
him with his Breach of Friendſhip in 1 
bittereſt Terms, and requu*d kim to met 
him with his Sword behind the Walls of a 
Nunnery that was ſituated about rwoLeagus 
out of Brujjels. Polydore: accepted of to 
Challenge, and met him at the Place 
appointed: He attempted to juſtiſy himich. 
but the Count had not the Patience to hi 
him out: They fought with great Fury © 
good while, til! the Fortune of Pede 
prevail'd, and the Count faintzd away wil 
the Loſs of Blood from two or tt 
Wounds which he had receiv'd. The on 


fy 
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being him fall, thought him dead, and 
made off with the utmoſt Precipitation. 
jest at that Inſtant came by a Coach 
and Six, which was driving towards the 
Nunnery : A Lady who was in it ſeeing a 
Gentleman lye weltring in his Blood, ſtopp'd 
her Coach, and went to try if ſhe could 
afiſt him: At the Sight of the Face ſhe 
fetch'd a Scream, and fell upon the Body 
in a Swoon, Her Servants concluding it 
was ſome Body ſhe was much concern'd for, 
carried them both into the Nunnery, where 
the Lady ſoon came to herſelf, and the 
Count allo begun to ſhew Signs of Life, 
his Spirits being agitated by the Motion. 
He was immediately . put to Bed, and a 
Surgeon ſent for, who declared his Wounds 
to be dangerous, but not mortal. While 
they continued uncertain of his Cure, the 
Lady who brought him into the Nunnery, 
waited conſtantly Day and Night at his 
Bedſide, and nurs'd him with a Care that 
wou'd not yield to a Moment of Repoſe. 
As her Face was always cover'd with a Veil 
he took her tc be one of the Nuns, and 
was aſtoniſh'd at a Charity ſo officious. 
When he grew better his Curioſity encreas'd, 
and ke ardently preſs'd her to let him know 
to whom he ow'd ſuch great Obligations. 
Are you a Nun, Madam? faid he: I hope 


you are not; for it wou'd afflict me in- 


anitcly, if J was never to ſee you more, 
after 
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after leaving a Houſe where you have done 
me ſo miny Favours. The Lady fo 
whom you fought, anſwer'd ſhe, will make 
you ſoon forget the Lofs of me; and tho 
I am not a Nun, you will never ſee me 
out of the Limits of theſe Walls. 

How, Madam! faid he, was you not 
out of them, when you found me on the 
Ground, and faved my Life ? 

Yes, replied ſhe; I was returning from 
a Viſit to a Convent in the Town: But! 
will take Care not to ſtir from hence while 
you are at Bruſſels, becauſe you are the Man 
in the World I would avoid. 

Tr1s Speech ſo ſurpriz'd him, that for 
ſome Time he was not able to make her 
any Anſwer. At laſt he told her, that her 
Actions and her Words entirely diſagreed, 
and that he cou'd not think himſelf 6 
hateful to her as ſhe ſaid, when he reflected 
how kindly ſhe had us'd him. 

TXrxst Riddles ſhall be clear'd t 
you, anſwer*d ſhe, when you are perfecthy 
recover'd : Till then content yourſelf with 
knowing, that I cannot hate you, but am 
as much determin'd to avoid you, as if! 
cou'd. | 

Tnvs ended a Converſation which 'efc 
the Count in a Perplexity not to be 
deſcribed. | | 

Hk ſaw her no more for a few Days; 


but when ſhe heard that his Strength was 
quite 


Wa 
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quite return'd, ſhe came to him one 
Morning, and fpoke thus : 


Ir you wou'd know wwho fe is that was 
ſh affited when your Life was in Danger 
that nurs'd you ſo carefully in your Ilineſs, 
and is reſold to quit you for ever when 
yu are wwell ; think of your former Gallantries 
at Madrid, of your preſent Paſſon for a 
Miſtreſs that deſpiſes you, and your Ingratitude 
to a Wife that always lov'd you; think of all 
this, and you will not wonder any longer at 
my Actions or my Words. —— Zs, Aguilar, 
I am that Wife, wwhoje Fate it is 10 be 
acquainted wwith all your Infidelities, and to 
ſmart fer all your Follies. 


As ſhe ſaid this, ſhe lifted up her Veil, 
and ſhew*d the aſtoniſh'd Count a well 
known Face, which he little expected to 
have feen in Flanders. All the Paſſions that 
can agitate the Heart of Man, Shame, 
Remorſe, Love, Gratitude, Eſteem, in- 
vaded his in that Moment. He threw 
himſelf at her Feet, and with many Tears 
implor'd her to forgive him. 

SHE rais'd him, and aſſur'd him of her 
Pardon, nay, more, of her Affection: Bui 
my Perſon, ſaid ſhe, I am determin'd, ſhall 
be ever ſeperated from you. T have had too 
mary Proofs of your Inconſlancy to hope that 
any Obligations can engage you: Tou will 

never 
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never be faithful io me alone, and TI diſdlain 
to ſhare you with another. It is Ha pine 
enough for me that I have been the Inſtrument 
of preſerving your Lyfe, though you vi guet 
it for the Sake of another Woman , and al 
the Return I ast o you is, to think of me 
Sometimes ith Kinaneſs, but never le atlempt 
to ſee me more. 

AGUILAR was on the Rack to hear 
her talk in ſo reſolute a Stile; but be 
flatter'd himſelf it was owing to her Jealouſy 
of Madamoiſelle Dalincourt: Being 1 11 parien 
to make her eaſy on that Head, he diſpatcl/ 
one of his Servants with a Letter to ac quaint 
that Lady, with his Recovery. He begg'd 
her earneſtly to come to him at the N,, 
and, if poſſible, to bring her Lover long 
with her. Polydore had abſconded a fey 
Days, till he heard that the Count was out 
of Danger, after which he continued very 
publickly his Addreſſes to Datincourt. 

Wirt the Meſſenger was bringing 
them to the Nanzery, Aula demanded 
of his Wife, by what Accident ſhe. came 
w.to Flanders ? 

Yov know, ſaid ſhe, that after my 
Diſcovery of your Amour with the Cour- 
teſs Allamira, I retir'd to my Mothers 
Houſe, and rema in'd there till your Depu— 
ture for the Army. 

SOON afterwards, I had the Misſortune 
to loſe my Mother, and what particular 
ag 


* 
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zggravated my Grief, was the Kno I:dge 
that her Concern at your il! Ufage of me 
ha! haſten'd her Death. 

Txtst Afflictions made Madrid fo un- 
eaſy to me, that I cou'd not bear to ſtay 
in it any longer. Luckily about that 
ume I received a Letter from my Couſin 
Donna Eugenia de Montalegre, a Religious 
of this Houſe, to inform me of her being 
elected Abbeſs : It inſtantly occurr'd to me, 
that no Place cou'd be more proper for my 
Retreat, than a Monaſtery, of which ſhe 
waz the Head : So, as ſoon as I cou'd ſettle 
my Affairs, I left Spain, and put myſelf 
into a Penſion under the Government of 
Dons Eugenia; in which manner I have 
liv'd ever ſince, | 

SHE had ſcarce finiſh'd this Account, 
when they were interrupted by the Arrival 
of Polydore and Dalincourt, Madame 47 
Augilar changed Colour at the fight of 
ber; but her Huſband embracing Polydore, 
aſſur d him, that he no longer lookt upon 
mas a Rival, but was glad to reſign his 
Miſtreſs to a Friend who ſo well deſerv'd 
ber, Thin he related to him the Manner 
n which his Wife had tended and preſerv'd 
im, and expreſy'd ſo much Gratitude, fo 
much Love, that if any thing cou'd have 
haken her Reſolution, this wou'd certainly 
have done it. Madamoiſelle Dalincourt 
kem'd much affected at this Relation, V 
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told the Counteſs, ſhe was infinitely con- 
cern'd that ſhe had been the innocent Cauſe 
of her Huſband's Danger; but that ſhe 
hoped this Accident wou'd be a Means 9. 
making them happy for the future, and 
put an End to his Infidelities, and he 
Reſent ment. | 
My Happineſs too, added ſhe, is noy 
at Stake; and I have need of your Friend. 
ſhip to ſupport me in a Diſcovery which 
I tremble to begin, but which, in Juftic 
to my Honour, I am obliged to dcliy ng 
longer. 
AT theſe Words ſhe knelt down, and 
taking hold of Polydore's Hand, Bebvli, 
faid the, my dear Huſband, in that Dali. 
court whom you bade fworn to love eler nal 
beboid your Wife Emilia, that Emilia, cler 
you left @ Bride, and a Virgin at /:ixtee; 
whom you imagm'd dead, and bo wil! nd 
live a Moment, if you reſuſe to actnowiti 
and receive ber. —— 
You cannot now complain thai I ami 
Wife imposd upon you; you choſe me jrey 
out of pure Tuclinaticn, our Parents bai 
nothing to do in it; Love only engag'd 1 
and from Love alone I defire to poſſeſs you 
This is my Claim, and if you are willing l 
allow it, I am bleſt to the Height of ali N 
Wiſhes, 
PoLypcrE gaz'd on her with a filen 


Admirationz he examin'd every Feat 
ove 
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over and over, then throwing his Arms 
round her Neck, and almoſt ſtifling her 
with Kiſſes : Are you really Emilia? ( cried 
he) ard have I confirm'd my former Marriage 
br a new Choice, by a Choice «which I never 
will depart from, and which makes me the 
bah igt of Men? O my Angel, what Wonders 
d; you tell ne! How is it poſſible that I find 
yu here at Bruſſels, when I thought you in 
yur Grave ® Explain ull this to me, and let 
me know how much I wrong d you formerly, 
that I may try to repair it all by my future 
Conduct. 

Cour Aguilar and his Lady joining 
with im in a Deſire to know her Hiſtory, 
the rated it as follows. 


Tre HISTORY of 


Polydore and Emilia. 


OU may remember, Polydore, that as 
1 {von as we were parted, I went to live 
in the Country with my Father, being 
aſham'd to appear in publick after the 
Affront your capricious Averſion had put 
upon me, | | | 
My Pride was deeply wounded, but with 
Shame I own it, my Love was the Paſſion 
Wat ſufter'd moſt. I was bred up to conſider 
you 
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you as my Huſband ; I had learn'd to love 
you from a Child, and your Perſon was { 
wonderfully agreeable, that I cou'd not look 
upon you with Indifference . Nay, ſuch way 
my Partiality in your Favour, that I cou 
not help admiring you for your Spirit in 
aſſerting the Freedom of your Choice, and 
juſtified you in my Heart for a Proceeding 
which openly I was oblig'd to diſapprove, 
In this wretched State of Mind I remain'd 
ſome Years, till the unfortunate Event of 
the Civil War deprived my Father of his 
Eitate, and drove him out to ſeck Refuge 
in a forcign Country. We ſettled at Part, 
where with three or four T houſand Pounds, 
which we found Means to carry off, Part 
in Money, and the reſt of it in jcwlz, 
we maintain*d ourſelves well enough in a 
private Way, which pleas'd my Melancholy 
better than any other, In this Retreat, 
where we ſaw no Company, but two or thre: 
Frencb Women that lodg'd in the Houle 
with us, I amus'd myſelf with learning 
the French Tongue, which I had om 
Knowledge of before I came to Free; 
and by ſpeaking nothing elſe for three © 
four Years, I became fo very perfect in it, 
that it was difficult. to diſcover by Mm) 
Accent that I was not born at Par. 
mention this, becauſe it has fince been 0! 
Uſe to me, in making me paſs more eali!y 
upon you for the French Woman J . 

nated, 
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nated, —— The third Year of our Reſidence 
at Paris, my Father became acquainted 
with a Widow- Lady, the true Madame 
Dalincourt, whoſe Name has ſince made me 
full Amends for many Irquries I have to 
charge her with in the Sequel of my Story. 
This Woman was a Native of Brabant, 
tut married a French Gentleman, who 
dying young , left her in very narrow 
Circumſtances. She had a Siſter much 
younger than herſelf, but not ſo handſome, 
who liv'd with her at Paris. 

My Father was at that Time near three- 
ſcore, and the Widow turn'd of forty ; yer 
her Charms were ſtil! powerful enough to 
engage him in a Paſſion for her, which 
nothing but Dotage cou'd excuſe. It went 
lo far, that ſhe drew him in to marry her, 
and to ſettle upon her Three Thouland 
Pounds, leaving me no more than the Worth 
of my own Jewels, which ſcarce amounted 
to a Thouſand, But her Avarice was not 
ſatisfied with all this. There was a French 
Nobleman who had long courted me for a 
Miſlreſs, and not finding me fo complying 
as he wiſh'd, thought the beſt Way was to 
buy me of my Mother-in-law, whom he 
knew to be capable of ſuch a Bargain. He 
offer'd her a Preſent of Two Thouſand 


Crowns to introduce him by Night to my 


Apartment. The wicked Creature accepted 
ot his Bribe, and taking her Zr 
Wnen 
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when my Father was gone into the Country, 
brought him late one Night into my Cham. 
ber, where ſhe imagin'd he wou'd find me 
faſt aſleep. But it happen'd that I ang 
Madamoiſelle Du Heſne, the Siſter of Da. 
lincourt, had been engag'd in reading a 
Romance, which kept us up beyond Our 
uſual Hoür; and as her Room was on the 
other fide of the Houle, not to diſturb the 
Family in paſſing through, ſhe went to Bed 
to me. The Romance run fo ſtrongly in 
my Head that I cou'd not fleep for thinking 
of it; and perceiving that the Moon ſhone 
very brightly, I got up, ſlipp'd on a Night. 
Gown, and went out to take a Walk ina 
little Garden that Jay contiguous to my 
Chamber. I had not been there above half 
an Hour before I heard D Freſne call out 


for Help; and coming in to her Aſſiſtance, 
ſaw my Lover ſtruggling with her at ſuch 
Advantage, that I was almoſt afraid I came 
too late. I join'd my Cries to her's, and 
the Noiſe we made ſo alarn''d the Marquis, 


that he thought it beſt to retire as ſoon as 

Mble-3 eſpecially when he diſcover'd his 

iſtake, and that my infamous Maother-in- 
law had put him to Bed to her own ug]y 
Siſter inſtead of me. | 

Bur, to be reveng'd of her for what he 
took to be a Deſign. of impoſing upon 
him, he reveal'd to us the Part ſhe had in 
this Affair, and! bid me tel} her, chat he 
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aid not think the Enjoyment of Madamoi- 
che Du Freſne worth a quarter of the 
Money he had given her. —After making 
Mis Confeſſion he went off, and was hardly 
got ſafe out of the Houſe, when two or 
three of our Servants came in to us to know 
what was the Matter, The Story ſoon 
reach'd my Father's Ears; and I was fo 
angry at my Stepmother for her Intention 
1zainfſt my Honour, that in the Heat of 
my Paſſion I told him all that the Marquis 
had reveal'd; and Du Freſne confirm'd it 
vhich Imprudence we had both Reaſon to 
repent of, My Father was ſo ſhock'd and 
afflicted at it, that it threw him into a 
Fever which prov'd mortal. He was no 
ſooner dead, but his loving Widow turn'd 
her Siſter and me out of Doors, and it was 
vith great Difficulty that I carried off my 
Money, and neceſſary Apparel. In this 
Diſtreſs, which was the greateſt I ever 
knew, Du Freſne propos'd to me to go 
with her to Bruſſels, where ſhe had an old 
Aunt whom ſhe expected ſomething from, 
nd that wou'd be willing to receive us. I 
gladly accepted her Propoſal, my Spirit 
being too high to return to England in the 
Condition I was reduced to. When we came 
to Bru/ſe!s we found that her Aunt was dead, 
but had left her the beſt Part of what ſhe 

mad, which amounted to a reaſonable 
bliſtence, We agreed that I ſhou'd wh 

| wit 
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with her under the Name of Madamoifs|þ 
Dalincourt, and 3 I was a Relating 


of her former Brother-in-law's ; ſhe ng 
caring to ſay any thing of the laſt Alliang 
which had been attended with ſuch il 
Conſequences to us both. Upon this Fogt 
I liv'd with her very quietly, till the Coun 
da” Aguilar found me out, and by corrupting 
my. mercenary Friend, obtain'd more fre 
quent Acceſs to me than I deſit'd. 

Yo v remember the Diſorder I was h 
when he 3 you firſt to ſee me: | 
knew you inſtantly; for my Love ha 
trac'd your Image too ſtrongly in my Mind 
to be effaced by any Length of Time; 
whereas your Indifference quickly made you 
| Joſe all Memory of me, and the Alteratior 
of almoſt fifreen Years had changed ny 
Perſon entirely from what it was when you 
ſaw me laſt. I thought I ſhou'd hare 
died with the Surpriſe, and was going, 4 
ſoon as I cou'd ſpeak, to diſcover mylcl 
to you; but perceiving that you did nd 
remember me, I check'd myſelf, and in 
vented a Pretence to cover my Confuſion, 
It ſtruck me, that I might poſſibly make 
ſome Advantage of the Diſguiſe in wh 
you ſaw me; at leaſt, I was ſure of ie 
| Sarisfa&tion of converſing with you freely, 
and knowing what had happer'd to you f 
our parting. When you came to meagain as 


Confident of the Count 4 Aguilar, it " y 
mi 
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ſmall Revenge and Pleaſure to me, to ſce 
you ignorantly helping another Man to 
debauch your own Wife; and I cou'd have 
found in my Heart to have let you ſucceed 
in your friendly Mediation, as a Puniſhment 
for the Injuries you had done me: But my 
Virtue ſoon rejected that Temptation, and 
I thought of nothing but how to gain your 
Eſteem. 

WH tx you brought me the baſe Pro- 
Fal from Count Aguilar, it appear'd to 
me ſuch a Mark of your Contempt, that 
I fully reſolv'd not to fee you any more. 
But when you expreſs'd a Repentance of 
that Fault, and declar'd a reſpectful, Paſſion 
for me, even to the offering me Marriage, 
i yielded to the Dictates ot my Love, and 
admitted you to all Freedoms but one alone. 
That I told you your future Conduct might 
obtain; and I believe, ſaid ſhe bluſhing, 
you will hardly now have the ſame Re- 
luctance to accept it as you had formerly. 
But tho' IJ had thus engaged you by your 
Promiſe, and ſtill more by your Inclination, 
my Happineſs was far from being fix'd. 
While the Name of Emilia was conceal'd, 
[ cou'd not tell, how the Knowledge of it 
might affect you. It was ſtill in your 
Power to make me miſerable, by being 
angry with my innocent Deceit ; but ſince 
you have been fo good to approve it, and 
knowledge me for your Wife, I ſhall 

| |  # make 
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make it my whole Study and Ambition, 
to deſerve that Title; and never think o 


my paſt Misfortunes, but to inhance my y 
preſent Happineſs. 41 

Trus Emilia ended her Narration, and W 
receiv*d the Compliments of Count Ana- 7; 


and bis Lady, who both expreſs'd the 
higheſt Joy at her good Fortune. 


PortyDoORE, on his Side, endeavour'd 
to perſuade the Counteſs to follow the 
Example of Emilia, and be reconci!'d to 
her Huſband. She anſwer'd him coldly, 
That ſhe had had too much Experience of 
the Temper of the Count, to truſt to x 
ſudden Fit of Fondneſs, which wou'd wear 
itſelf out in a few Months. That ſhe was 
neither ſo young, nor ſo handſome now, as 
before their Separation; how then could ſhe 
flatter herſelf, that he wou'd like her better 
when ſhe was really leſs amiable ? That what 
ſhe had done for him might ſecure her bis 
Eſteem, but ſhe had receiv*d abundant Proof 
that hisEſteem cou'd but ill ſecure his Love. 
know, faid ſhe, the Weakneſs of my Heart: 
Were I to live with him again, I ſhou'd 
be jealous of kim, even tho? he did not give 
me Cauſe ; and that wou'd certainly make 
us both unhappy. It is better for me to 
leave him to his Pleaſures, and endeavour 
to ſecure my own Tranquility, by retiring 
hom a World which I am unfit for. 


 PoLY- 
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PolyDoORE finding it in vain to argue 
with her, and admiring the Greatnels of 
her Mind, took his Leave of the Count, 
and return'd to Bruſſels, where his Marriage 
with Emilia was conſummated almoſt teuenty 
Years after it was contracted. 
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LETTER XXXV. 


SHLINu to MIR ZZ A at Iſpaban. 


From London. 


Wr Yeſterday with one of my Ac- 
quaintance to fee a Friend of his whe 
has a Houſe about twenty Miles from London. 
He had formerly been a Citizen and Tradeſ- 
man, but growing rich on a ſudden by ſome 
lucky Hit in the more profitable Trade of 
Stock-jobbing, he as ſuddenly ſet up for a 
Judge in Architecture, Painting, and all 
the Arts which Men'of Quality wou'd be 
thought to underſtand, and built this Houſe 
as a Specimen of his Learning. When 
we came in, though it was in the Midſt 
of Winter, we were carried into a Room 
without a Fire-place ; and which load, if 
poſſible, {till colder than it felt. I ſuppoſe, 
ld 1, this Stone-Vault that we are in is 
1 de- 
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deſign'd to be the Burying - place of the 
Family; but I ſhou'd be glad to ſee the 
Rooms in which they live, for the Chilnek 
of theſe Walls is inſupportable to a Perſan 
Conſtitution. 

I'szx, faid my Companion, that you 
have no Taſte, or elſe you cou'd rot be 
cold in a Saloon fo beautiful as this. 

Brok I had Time to make him any 
Anſwer, the Maſter of the Houſe came in; 
but, inſtead of carrying us to a Fire, as] 
hoped he wou'd, he walk'd us about all his 
vait Apartments, then down into the Offices 
under Ground, and laſt into a Garden, where 
a North-Eaſt Wind, that blew very keen 
from off a Heath to which it was laid open, 
finiſh'd what the Saloon had begun, and 

ave me a Cold, which took away my 
Voice in the very Inſtant that I was going 
to complain of what he made me ſuffer. 
At length we ended our Obſervations, and 
fate down to Dinner, in a Room where, 
by good Fortune, the Rules of Architecture 
allow'd us to be warm: But when the Meat 
was ſerv'd, I was in great Confuſion not to 
know how to aſk for any Diſh of all | 
ſaw before me; for, it ſeems the Gencleman 
eat in the French Way, and nothing came 
up to his Table in its natural Form: My 
Uncaſineſs was ſtill greater, when, upon 
taſling of five or ſix different Compoſ- 


tions, I found they were all mix'd na 
| C11! 
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Fleſh of * Hogs, which I could not toucls 
without Pollution. x 
Arryx loſing my Dinner in this manner, 
| was entertain'd all the Evening with a 
Converſation between the Gentleman of the 
Houſe and another Man (who, they told 
me, was an Architect) ſo ſtuff'd with 
hard Words and Terms of Art, that I 
cou'd not underſtand one Part in five of 
it, They talk'd much of certain Men call'd 
Virtucſi, whom, by the near Relation theig 
Title bore to Virtue, I took at firſt to be 
a Se of rigid Moraliſts : But, upon Enquiry, 
I diſcover'd that they were a Company ot 
Fidlers, Eunuchs, Painters, Builders, Gar- 
deners, and above all, Gentlemen that had 
travelPd into Italy, who immediately came 
home perfect Virtuoſi, tho' they went out 
the dulleſt Fellows in the World. This 
Order of Men, which is pretty numerous 
(as I cou'd collect from the Difcourſe of 
theſe tzwo Adepts) aſſume a Sort of Legiſlative 
Authority over the Body of their Country- 
men : They bid one Man pull down his 
Houſe, je build another, which he can 
neither pay for, nor inhabit ; they take a 
Diſlike to the Furniture of a ſecond, and 
command him to change it for a different 
one more expenſive and leſs commodious; 
tiey order a third to go and languiſh at an 
Opera, when he had rather be hallowing in 
F 3 a Bear- 
* Larded, 
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a Bear-Garden : It is even fear*d they will 


| take upon them to decide what Sort of 5 
|| Woman every Man ſhall be in Love with, 
{ and pre ſcribe a particular Colour of Eyes 
| and Hair for the only Object of univerſal 
| inclination. 
I DES1R'D to be inform'd whether th; 
| Juriſdiction had been ancient in this King. 
j dom, having met with no Traces of it in 
N Hiſtory? 
No, ſaid he, it is ſo modern, that all the ſ 
| 1 aws of it are changed once in every ſeven | 
| Years; and that which before was Night ü 
| 71/elf, becomes at once a High Crime and L 
Miſdemeanour. SE \ 
1 Bur, ſaid I, does not the Parliament | 
| confirm it, at leaſt, for its own Duration? f 
| No, replied he, this Authority is exer- Wl ' 
cis'd independent of Parliament; nay, it ü 
| is even independent of the Court, and the 
| Miniſtry mult obey it as implicitly as the x 
|  meaneſt of the People; for, all Grea! Mien 
are deſirous to have à Taſte, and there is no x 
| other Way of coming at one, 4 
Uyon the Whole, it appears to me to N 
| be a Kind of epidemical Madneſs, and I an = 
1 afraid to return to my own Country, for 
fear I ſhou'd carry it with me thither, 4: 8 
| thoſe who have been in Taly bring the . 


Infection along with them into England. 
LET. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


S ELI to Mr RE A at J/paban, 


From London. 


HERE is a Lady's Houſe where f 

often paſs my Time, tho* I have very 
little Intimacy with her; becauſe it is really 
being in a publick Place, and making a 
Viſit to half the Town. The firſt Time 
[ went thither 1 congratulated her on the 
prodigious Number ot her Friends, and told 
her, that ſhe muſt certainly be poſſeſs'd of. 
moſt extraordinary PerfeCtions, to attract 
ſuch a Variety of People, and pleaſe them 
all alike, But I ſoon found that in all. 
that Crowd of Viſitants there was hardly 
one who came thither on her Account, but 
that their Reaſon for coming was the. ſame 
as her's for receiving them, becauſe they had 
nothing elſe to do. 

Taz laſt Time 1 was there I met a 
Gentleman, . whoſe Character I was till a 
Stranger to, tho? I was very well acquainted 
with his Face. 

I WANT to know (ſaid I to a Lady 
who fate next me) what is the Merit of 

F 4 that 


| 

| 
3] 
4 
Ln 
| 
| 
i 
1 

| 
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anſwer'd I; or, how do you know that he 


"rations were ſpared by them, that were 
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that Gentleman over-againſt us, which te. 
commends him ſo much to all the World? 
It ſeems to me that he does nothing, ſays 
nothing, means nothing, and is nothing 
yet I always ſee him in good Company 

H1s Character, ſaid ſhe, may be com. 
prehended in very few Words —— He is 4 
gocd-natur d Man. | 

I am mighty glad to hear it, return'd T, 
for I want ſuch a Man very much: There 
is a Friend of mine in great Diſtreſs, and it 
lies in his Power to do him Service. 

No, ſaid ſhe, he is of too indolent x 
Temper, to give himſelf the Trouble of 
ſerving any Body. 

Tux what ſignifies his Good-1ature, 


bas any? 

Duz1NGs this Dialogue between us, the 
reſt of the Company had turn'd their Dif- 
courſe wholly upon Scandal; and few Repu- 


gocd enough to be thought worth altack 


ing. | 

* HE good - natur'd Man fate filently 
attentive, and with great Humanity let them 
abuſe his abſent Friends, as much as they 
thought fir. | 
 _ WaExn that was over, he begun to 
entertain us with his Sorrow for the Death 
of a Noble Perſon, who, he ſaid, had been 
his Patron and his Benefactor: But, wc 
| thought, 
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thought, he talk'd of it mightily at bis 
Eaſe; and the Lady, who had given me 
his Character, os, rhe me, That, not- 
withſtanding his Obligations and Love to 
the Decens*'d, he was now making Court to 
is worſt Enemy, as obſequiouſly as he ever 
had to him. 

Ar that Inſtant there came in a certain 
Colonel, who, as ſoon as he ſaw my 
Gentleman, ran up to him, and embracin 
him very tenderly, My dear Zack, ſaid he, 
thon ſhalt be drank with me To-night, — 

You know I have been ill, ſaid the 
other gently, and Drinking don't agree with 
me. 

No Matter for that, replied the Colonel, 
you mult poſitively be drunk before you 
ſleep, for I can get No-body elfe to bear 
me Company. | 

Tu good-natur'd Man cou'd not reſiſt 
ſuch ſtrong Sollicitations : He kindly agreed 
to the Propoſal, and all the Room expreſs d 
their Apprehenſions, that his Good-nature 


won'd be the Death of him ſome time or 
other, ' 


— — 
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7 G2. „ 
—ů— 
6 


4 — WE ER 4 . 


mn OO III „„ et 


; * 
1 
„ 
* 
CY 
1 * 
; 
* 
2 
1 
=. 
1 
E 


turning my Eyes a ſecond time towards 


124 LETTERS en 


* Hu nasa ass 


LETTER XXXVII. 
S ELIN to MIRZ A at Ihpaban. 


n 1 8 


From London. 


M a d, laſt Night, ſo extraordinary: 

Dream, and it made ſuch an Impreſſion 
on my Mind, that I cannot forbear writing 
thee an Account of it, 

I THouGnrT I was tranſported, on 
ſudden, to the Palace of 7pahan. Our 
mighty Lord was fitting on a Throne, the 
Splendor of which my Eyes cou'd hardly 
bear: At the Foot of it were his Emir, 


2X. x — — a Hm uo ß / 2 WL 


and Great Officers, all proſtrate on the 
Ground in Adoration, and expecting their x 
Fate from his Commands. Around him l 
ſtood a Multitude of his Guards, ready to 5 
execute any Orders he ſhou'd give, and 

ſtriking Terror into the Hearts of all his } 
Subjects. My Soul was aw'd with , 
the Majeſty of the Scene, and I ſaid to my [ 
ſelf, Can a King of England compare 7 
himſelt to this? Can he, whoſe Authority a 
is confin'd within the narrow Bounds ef 
Law, pretend to an Equality with a Mo- p 
narch, whoſe Power has no Limits but his b 
Will? 5 


I nav ſcarce made this Reflexion, when, 


the 
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the Throne, inſtead of the Sophi, I ſaw 
an Eunuch ſeated there, who ſeem'd to 
povern more deſpotically than he. The 
Eunuch was ſoon changed into a Woman, 
who alſo took the Tiara and the Sword ; 
to her ſucceeded another, and then a Third: 
But, before ſhe was well eſtabliſh'd in her 
Seat, the Captain of the Guards that ſtood 
around us march'd up to the Throne, and 
ſciꝛd upon it: In that Moment I look'd 
and beheld the Sopbi lying ſtrangled on the 
Floor, with his Vizir ; and three of his 
Sultayas, Struck with Horror at the Spec- 
tacle, I left the Palace, and going out into 
the City, faw it abandon'd to the Fury of 
the Soldiers, who pillaged all its Riches, 
and cut the Throats of the defenceleſs In- 
habitants. From thence I made my Eſcape 
into the Country, which was a waſte 
uncuitivated Deſart, where I found nothing 
but Idleneſs and Want. 

O, 8A1D I, how much happier is 
England, and how much greater are its 
Kings! Their Throne is eſtabliſl'd upon 
Juſtice, and therefore cannot be overturn'd. 
They are guarded by the Affections of 
view People, and have no military Violence 
to lear, They are the moſt to be honour'd 
of all Princes, becauſe their Government is 
beſt fram'd to make their Subjects rich, 
happy, and ſecure. 


LET: 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 
SELIM to MIR Z A at 1ſpahan, 


From London. 

Hap fome Diſcourſe Te-day with an 
I Engliſh Gentleman, who has an Aﬀec. 
ration of being thought a great Philo/spher ; 
His Pretenſions to it conſiſt in nothing elſe, 
but refining away all the Happineſs of his 
Life. By a great Force of Reafoning, he 
is arriv'd at a total Di/reliſh of him/l/, and 
as complete an Iniifferenc? to others, I am 


quite weary of living, ſaid he to me; J 


have gone thro' every Thing that bears the 
Name of Pleaſure, and am abſolutely dit- 
guſted with it all: I have no Taſte for 
Women, Wine, or Play, becauſe I have 
experienc*d the Folly of purſuing them, and 
as for Buſineſs, it appears to me to be 
more ridiculous than any of the three, The 
Buſtle of the Town diſturbs my Quiet, and 
in the Country I am dying of the Spleen, 
J believe I ſhall go with you into Perſia, 
only to change the Scene a little; and 
when J am tired of being there, take a 
Doſe of Opium, and remove te the other 
World. | | 

I nor, Mirza, that Thou and 1 ſhall 
never know what it is to be /o wiſe; bot 
make 
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make the beſt -of thoſe Comforts and De- 
lights which Nature has kindly beftow'd 
upon us, and endeavour to diffuſe them as 
wide as poſſible, by the Practice of thoſe 

Virtues from which they flow. | 
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LETTER ' XXXIX, 


SELIM to M1RZA at 1/pahan, 


From London. 


HERE is another Gentleman of my 

Acquaintance, who is a Phileſopher, 
but of a Species very different from him I 
deſcrib'd to thee in my laſt. | 

HE is poſſeſs'd of a conſiderable Eſtate, 
which his Friends are as mach Maſters of 
as He : His Children love him out of a 
Principle of Gratuude, by far more endear- 
ing than that of Duty; and his Servants 
confider him as a Father, whom it wou'd 
be unnatural for them not to obey. 

His Tenants are never hurt by Drought 
or Rain, becauſe the Goodnefs of their Lord 
va Amends for the Inclemency of the 

y. | 

Ia whole Country looks gay about 
his Dwelling, and you may trace all his 
Footſteps by his Bounties, = 
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Is it not ſtrange (1 have often heard 
him ſay) that Men ſhou'd be fo delicate ay 
not to bear a diſagreeable Pifture in their 
Houſes, and yet force every Face they ſte 
about them to wear a Gloom of Uneaſineſz 
and Diſcontent ? 

Is there any Object ſo pleaſing to the 
Eye, as the Sight of a Man whom you 
have obliged, or any Muſick ſo agreeable 
to the Ear, as the Voice of one that own; 
you for his Benetactor ? | 

Sock are the Notions of this Man 
concerning Happmeſs ; and it is probable they 
are not very wrong, for he himſelf is never 
out of Humour, nor is it poſſible to be fo is 
his Company. 


42A 4442 
LETTER XL. 
SELIM /0 MIRZ A of Iſpahan. 


From London. 


a Lady, whoſe Houſe is the favourite 
ſort of the moſt agreeable People of 
both Sexes, The Lady herſelf receiv'd me 
with a good Breeding, which I found was 
the Reſult of good Senſe : She treated me 
as a Stanger that came 10 ſee, not like 1 


Monſter that came to be ſeen 3 and frem'd 
more 


Ti laſt Night with my Friend to ſee 
c 
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more deſirous to appear in a good Light 
herſelf to me, though a Perſian, than to 
ſet me in a ridiculous one-to her Company. 
The Converſation turn'd upon various Sub- 
jects, in all which ſhe bore a conſiderable, 
but not a petulant or over-bearing Part ; 
and with Modeſty ſhew'd herſelf a Miſtreſs 
of moſt of the living Languages, and not 
unacquainted with ancient and modern Hi- 
ſtory. 

1 H E reſt of the Company had their due 
Share of the Converſation, which was car- 
ried on with Spirit and good 
One Gentleman in particular diſtinguiſh'd 
himſelf, by the Superiority of his Wit, ac- 
companied with ſo much Delicacy and Po- 
liteneſs, that none who heard him, felt them- 
ſelyes hurt by that Pre-eminence, which he 
alone ſeem'd not to be conſcious of. 

His Wit was all wounded on good Senſe 
it was Wit which a Perſian cou'd compre- 
nend as caſily as an Engiyhman ; whereas 
moſt that I have met with from other Men, 
who are ambitious of being admir'd for that 
Accompliſhment, is conhn'd not only to the 
Tafte of their own Countrymen, but to that 
of their own peculiar Set of Friends. When 


this Gentleman had entertain'd us for an 
Hour or two, with the juſteſt, as well as 
livelieſt Remarks both on Perſons and 
Things that 1 ever heard, he went away; 
and to comfort us for loſing him, there came 
in 


Manners : 


Ty 
0 


— 
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in the Man of great good Nature, whom 1 
deſcrib'd to thee in one of my former 
Letters. | 

T rn 1s courteous Perſon hearing all of us 
very warm in Praiſe of the her; Wit, 
join'd in with us, but ended his Panegyrick 
on it, with a plain, though indirect Inſinu- 
ation, that there was a Salirical Turn in it, 
which render*d it very dangerous, and that 
the Gentleman cou'd not poſſibly be ſo 


witty, but at the Expence of his good Na- 


ture. 

I cou'd not help being quite angry at fo 
impertinent and ill- grounded a Reflection, 
on a Man for whom I had conceiv'd a great 
Eſteem, and defir'd to know why he ſup- 
pos'd him to be [il-natur*d, only becauſe he 
was not Dull. Has he abuſed, faid I, any 
worthy Man? Has he defamed any Woman 
of good Character? It all the Edge of his 
Wit is turn'd on thoſe who are juſtly the 


Objects of Ridicule, his Wir is as great a 
Benefit to private Life, as the Sword of the 
Magiſtrate is to Publick, 


M y Gentleman fearing to be drawn in- 
to a Diſpute, which he cou'd not carry on 
without expoſing the ſecret Envy of his 
Heart, chang'd the Diſcourſe 3; and for the 
reſt of his Stay among us, which was not 
very long, kept a moſt ſtrict Silence, and 
gave no other Indications of Life, but that 
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of laugbing whenever any Body laugh'd; 
and Nods and Geſt ures of Approbation to 
whoever ſpoke. 

Tur Moment he was gone, I told my 
Friend, that I did not much wonder to fee 
that Gentleman in mix d Company, where it 
was enough that he gave no Offence ; but 
that, in a ſelect Society as this was, he 
ſhou'd be receiv'd only from a general! No- 
tion of his Good-nature, which was ſupported 
by no one Action of his Life, frem'd to me 
entirely unaccountable. For even allowin 
his Pretenſions to that Title, I was ſurpriz d 
that ſuch a Character ſhou'd be ſo ſcarce, as 
to make it ſo very valuable; 

can eaſily conceive, continued I, that 
the notorious Reverſe of that Virtue wou'd 
be a good Reaſon to turn a Man out of Com- 
any; but I can't think, that the Poſſeſſion 
of that Virtue, deſtitute of all others, is a 
Reaſon for letting him into it. | 


Ir you'll keep my Secret, replied my 


Friend, P11 tell you the whole Truth; but 
if you diſcover me, 1 ſhall paſs for Al- 
nalur d myſelf. You muſt know then, that 
there are about this Town, ten thouſand 
ſuch Fellows as this, who, without a Grain 
of Senſe or Merit, make their Way by 
reciprocally complimenting one another. 
Their Numbers make them formidable, eſ- 
pecially ſupported, as they are, by the 4 

5 X. 


their Paſſions are too low and dull to break 


them, for afive Faults won't be borfe, 
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Sex. They ſneak into good Company like 
Dogs after ſome Man of Senſe, whom they 
ſeem to belong to; where they neither hart 
nor bite, but cringe and fawn ; fo, that nei. 
ther good Manners nor Humanity will al. 
low one to kick 'em out, till at laſt they 
acquire a fort of Right by Sufferanc, 
They r their Character, by having 
no Will of their own, which in reality x 
owing to their having no Choice: They are 
all poſſeſt of ſome Degree of Cunning, ad 


in upon't, or hurry them into the Indiſcre- 
tions of Men of Parts. Beſides, they knoy 
that they are in a conſtant State of Proba. 
tion, where the leaſt Tranſgreſſion damn; 
them: They carry no Compenſation about 


where there are at beft but zcgative Vartues, 
The ſmall Number of People of Senſe art 
forc'd to ſubmit in this, as in many other 
filly Cuſtoms, to a ty rannical Majority, and 
laviſh undeſervedly the valuable Character 
of Good-· nature, to avoid being as unjuſtly 
branded with that of IIl- nature themſelves, 
M 1 6 # T not another Reaſon be given 
for it, anſwer'd I? Are not Vanity and & 
Love the great Cauſes of not only che To- 
leration, but the Privileges theſe Peopl: 
enjoy? And don't Security from Cenſut, 
Certainty of Applanſed, or the Ditcovery 
of an eminent Superiority, prevail 2 
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they only retend to ſuffer, the Converſa- 
tion of thofe of the worſt ? 

Vztry poſſibly, reply'd my Friend; at 
leaſt the Vanity of the wiſeſt is certainly 


be given as an Allay to ſuperior Under- 
ſtandings, like Cares to fuperior Stations, 
to preſerve a certain Degree of Equality, 
that Providence intended among Mankind. 
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SELIM fo MIRZ A 27 Iſpahan. 


H a Veſterday the Pleafure of a Spec- 
tacle, than which nothing is more ſtriking 
io a Foreigner, becauſe he can have a right 
Idea of it no where elſe; I ſaw the three 
Eſtates of the Kingdom aſſembled in Par- 
lament. The King was on his Throne in 
all his Majeſty ; around him fat the Peers 
in their different Robes 3 at the Bar ftood 
the Speaker of the Commons, attended by 
the Houſe. Several Laws were offer'd to 
the King to receive his Aſſent; and the 
Perſon who brought them up to him, made 
Obeyſances, almoſt as low as thoſe which 
are us'd in Perſia, when we approach the 
fublime Throne of our mighty Emperor. 
| took Notice of the Humility o 2 
O- 


thoſe of the beſt Parts to really like, what 


the Comfort of the weakeſt, and feems to 
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Proftrations to a Gentleman that cam 
with me: The Reaſon of them is this 
anſwer*d he, That here the King appear, 
in his higheſt Character, and the Honouy 
that are paid him are to his Office; by 
where his Perſon only is conſider'd, ſuch ex. 
traordinary Submiſſions are not practisd 
Then he made me obſerve, that when the 
Commons ſent up the Subſidies granted 9 
the King, he thank'd them for 'em, a 
an Acknowledgment, that he had no Power 
to raiſe them on the People without their 
free Conſent : Anciently, added he, Sup- 
plies of Money, and Redreſs of Grievances 
went together; but ſuch is the preſent Hap 
pineſs of our Condition, that we have mer: 
Money than ever to beſtow, and no Gre 
vances at all to be redreſt. 

Pray, ſaid I to him, who are thoſe upon 
vonder Bench, whoſe Habit is ſo different 
from the reſt, and that look as if they be- 
long'd to another Place? Thoſe, ſaid be, 
are the Biſhops, who ſit here not as Biſbrys, 
but as Barons. 

I ſuppoſe then, return'd I, that while 
theſe | na Perſons do their Duty bert 
as Barons, they take Care to appoint otheri 
in the Country, todo their Duty there as Bijoos 

Hz was going to anſwer me, when tie 

Houle roſe, aud put an End to my Enquiries 


LET, 
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SELIM fo MIRZ A at Iſpahan. 


From London. 
HIS Morning I receiv'd a Viſit from 
the Gentleman under whoſe Conduct 
| had been at the Houſe of Lords. After 
ſome general Diſcourſe upon that Subject, 
he askt me what I thought of their Nobi- 
lity. 

I a 1 too great a Stranger, anſwer'd J, 
to have form'd a right Opinion of what 
they are; but if you pleaſe, I will tell you 
freely what I think they ſnou'd be. 

AN Engliſh Nobleman ſhou'd be a ſtre- 
nous Aſſertor of the Privileges of the Peo- 
ple, becauſe he is perpetually intruſted with 
the Care of chem; and at the ſame time 
cefirous to preſerve the juſt Rights of the 
Crown, becauſe it is the Source from which 
his Honour is derived. . 

H ſhou'd have had an Eſtate that might 
have ſet him above Dependance, and em- 
ploy the Superfluities, if ſuch there were, 
not in improving Luxury, but extending 
Charity. 5 

He ſhou'd make his Dignity eaſy to his 
Inferiors, by the Modeſty and Simplicity 
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of his Behaviour; nor ever think him; 
too great for the loweſt Offices of Friend. 
ſhip and Humanity. 

E ſhou' d claim no Privilege that might 

exempt him from the ſtricteſt Rules of Ju. 
14 ſtice; and afford his Protection not to Men 
in obnoxious to the Law, but to every mod 
. Virtue and uſeful Art. 
8 TAE Character you have drawn, re. 
” plied my Friend, though it be Rare, yet i; 
i not Imaginary: Some there are to whom 
{till it may belong; and it eminently exiſt; 
ina young Nobleman, Grand/on and Hes 
1 to a late illuſtrious Commander, whoſk: 
Name even in Per/ia is not unknown. 


erer eden 
TTRTTER An. 
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1 | From London. 


1 BOU T a Fortnight ago I went in 

7 \ Company with one of my Acquaite 
| tance, to ſee a Place in this City call'd the 
4 Exchange, which is the general Rendezvous 
ll of all the Merchants, not only of Znglani, 
N. but the whole trading World. I never jet 


1 came into an Aſſembly with ſo much Repet 
'h as into this. I heſe, ſaid I, to my Friend, 
WA are the moſt 1ſeſul, and therefore the molt 
i  Honourall 
#* | 


Perſſan in ENGLAND, Cc. 137 
Honourable of Mankind. They are met 
here to carry on the common - Happineſs ; 
their Gains are the Advaniage of the Pub- 
lick; and their Labour makes the Eaſe of 
buman Life. | | 

By the Character you give me of his 
Circle, replied my Friend, you don't ſeem 
to think yourſelf in a Court, though there 
are fo many * Kings round about you, 

I ſee, faid I, che Images of Kings, but I 
ſee neither Dependance nor Adulation. Be- 
des, every Body bere has ſome real Buſineſs, 
which alone were ſufficient to diſtinguiſh 
them from the Crowd that fills a Draw- 
Ing-room. | 

had ſcarce ſpoke theſe Words, when 
he carried me out into a neigbouring Alley, 
where I alſo ſaw ſome buſy Faces, but 
which lookt methought very different from 
the others, Theſe, ſaid he, are a fort of 
Traders, whoſe whole Buſineſs is confin'd 
within the Compaſs of this Alley, where 
they create a kind of Ebb and Flow, which 
they know how to turn to good Account ; 
but which is deſtructive to all Trade, ex- 
pt bei own, Nay, they have ſometimes 
nisd ſuch violent Tempeſts here, that half 
tie Wealth of the Nation has been ſunk 
dy it, 
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Tux x are then a ſort of Magicians, au. 
fwer'd I. | 
A moſt Diabolical One truly, replied he; 
and what is moſt wonderful, e Maſter; g 
the Art have the Secret to render themfelys 
inviſible: Though they are always virtyaly 
preſ-nt here, they never appear to vulgr 
Eyes; but ſome of their Ins are frequent. 
ly diſcover'd, and by their Motions, tl: 
Skilful 11 this Traffick ſteer their Cours 
and regulate their Ventures. 

Wurrx he was ſaying this to nt, 
there came up to us an ill-lookt Felloy, 
and askt if we had any Stock to ſell. 

H x whiſper'd me in the Ear, that this 
was an Imp —— I ſtarted ; call'd on Mah. 
met to protect me, and made the beſt cf 
my Way out of the Alley. 
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LETTER XIV. 
S ELI to MI RZ A at T/paban 


From London. 


HAT Aldallab, whom I mention 
in a Letter is gone from Englaid; 
thou wilt be affected with the Virtue of tis 
Man, when I tell thee the Cauſe of his De, 
parture. He ſent laſt Week to deſire | 
wou'd come to him; I came, and found 


him oppreſt with the deepeſt Sorrow. 4 
ny 


. wh iS emf. + was Gn oa TO a _ acts. aA 
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deim, ſaid he to me, I muſt leave thee; I 
muſt go, and diſcharge my Duty to the belt 
of Fathers; I muſt give my All for him to 
whom I owe it. At theſe Words, he put 
a Letter into my Hand, which he had juſt 
receiv'd the Day before: I found by it, that 
his Father, who was a Merchant, in a 
Voyage from Grand Cairo to Aleppo, was 
taken by a Cruizer of the Ifle of Malta, 
and being unable himſelf to pay his Ran- 
ſom, had writ to his Son to do i. for him. 
Thou knoweſt, ſaid he to me, that I am 
not rich: To raiſe the Sum demanded for 
my Father's Liberty, I muſt fell all. my 
Effects, and leave my ſelf without the Means 
of a Subſiſtauce, except what my Labour 
can procure me. But my own Diſtreſs is 
not what concerns me moſt: The Fear of 
Poverty cannot fright me from my Duty; 
I only grieve for the Fate of my poor Wife, 
whom the Ruin of my Fortune will expoſe 
to Indigence and Shame. Tis for her ſake 
that I have ſent for you; and 1 conjure you 
by all our Friendihip, by the Propher and 
the God whom we adore, not to refuſe met he 
brit Favour I ever askt. — When he had 
ſald this, he open'd the Door of another 
Room, where I faw a beautiful Woman in 
the Tyrkiſp Habit, who with a Modeſty 


peculiar to our Eaſtern Ladies, endeavour'd 


to conceal herſelf from my Regards. Come 


G Man 


ther Zelis, ſaid my Friend, and ſee the 
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Man whom TI have choſen to protect you: 
See him who muſt ſhortly be your Huſband 
in the room of the unfortunate Ab4allab, 
Then turning to me, and weeping bitterly, 
This, cry'd he, O Selim, is the Grace for 
which I am a Suppliant: Permit me to 
give her to a Man, who I know will uſe 
her well; I am reſolv'd to divorce her this 
very Inſtant, according to the Power al- 
low'd me by our Law, if you will confent 
to take her for your Wife, If the Charms 


than any Miſery that Poverty cou'd it 1 
duce her to. 5 


LY 


of her Perſon are not ſufficient to recom- t 

mend her to you, know that her Mind is i 

ſtill fairer and more accompliſh'd. I brought N 

her with me into Eugland three Years ago, m 

in all which time, ſhe has hardly ſtirr'd m 

out of my Houſe, nor deſired any Com- W 

pry but mine. It is impoſſible to be ar 

appier with a Wife, than I have been C 

with her: Nothing ſhou'd ever have pre- W 

vail'd on me to part with her, but the to 

Deſire to ſeparate her from my Mlisfor- a 

tunes, and to procure her a Maintenance in 

agreeable to her Birth and Merit, which ko! 

| I am no longer able to provide for her ſer 

i myſelf. me 

| Hk had ſcarce ended, when the Lady M 

N rearing her Hair, and beating the whiteſt I ** 

1 Breaſt I ever ſaw, implored him not to an 

G | think of a Separation, more painful to her tn: 
| 


ATE 


. = * 
— . — —— RC 
—— ͤ— 'öͤ 2 
* —— _ 


Perfian in ENGLAND, Sc. 141 


ArrEx many paſſionate Expreſſions . 
of her Love, ſhe declared, that ſhe wow'd 
accompany him to Malta, and beg her 
Bread with him afterwards if it was ne- 
ceſſary, rather than ſtay behind in the 
moſt affluent Condition. But he poſitive- 
ly refuſed to let her go, and inſiſted upon 
giving her to me, as the only Expedient 
to make him eaſy, I continued ſome 
time a ſilent Witneſs of this extraordinary 
Diſpute 3 but at laſt ſeeing him determin'd 
to divorce her, I told him, I wow'd accept 
her as a Treaſure committed to my Hands, 
not for my own Uſe, but to ſecure it for 
my Friend: That ſhe ſhow'd remain wich 
me under the Character of my Wife, but 1 
wound always be a Stranger to her Bed; 
and if at his Return he found himſelf in 
Circumſtances ſufficient to maintain her, I 
wou'd reſtore her back again to him un- 
touch'd; or in Caſe they ſhou'd mutually 
deſire it, carry her with me to iny Seraglio 
in the Eaſt, They were both much com- 
forted with this Aſſurance, and Zelis con- 
ſented to ſtay with me, ſince Aldaliab com- 
manded it. The poor Man embarkt for 
Maia the following Week, with his whole 
Fortune on Board for his Father's Ranſom, 
and left me ſo touch'd at his filial Piety, 
that I made an Offer to pay part of it my 
felt; bar he told me I had done enough for 
him in taking Care of what was deareſt to 

G 2 him 
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him upon Earth, and refus'd any furthe, 
Succour from me. 
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From London. 


LAT EI v fell into Diſcourſe with ar 
Engliſhman, who has well examin'd the 
Conſtitution of his Country : I beg'd hin 
ro tell me what he thought of the preſent 
State of it. Two principal Evils, an{wer' 
he, are making Way for arbitrary Power, 
if the Court ſhou'd ever be inclin'd to take 
Advantage of them, viz. Corruption and 
Eloquence: The laſt is, if poſſible, more 
miſchievous than the firſt; for it ſeduces 
thoſe whom Money cou'd not tempt. It 
is the moſt pernicious of all our Refine- 
ments, and the moſt to be dreaded in- 00 
free Country. To ſpeak Truth is the Fri bc 
lf vilege of a Freeman; to do it round!y ad .. 
9 plainly, is his Glory: Thus it was, that tte 
ancient Romans debated every thing thit 
concern'd the Common- wealth, ar a time 
when they beſt knew hew to govern, be. 
fore Greece had infected them with Rheto: 
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rick : As nothing was propounded to them 
with Diſguiſe, they eaſily judg'd what was 

\oft for their Honour and Intereſt. Bur 
the Thing call'd Eloquence is of another 
Kind: It is leſs the Talent of enforcing 
Truth, than of impoſing Fal ſnood; it does 
not depend on a true Kdowledge of the 
Matter in Debate, for generally it aims at 
nothing more than a ſpecious Appearance 3 
nor is Wiſdom a neceflary Quality in the 
Compoſition of an Orator ; he can do with- 
out it very well, provided he has the hap- 
py Facility of difcourſing ſmoothly, and 
aſſerting boldly. I own to thee, Mirza, 
this Account ſurpriz'd me ; we have no 
Knowledge in the Eat of ſuch an Elo- 
quence as this Man deſcrib'd: It 1s our 
Cuſtom to ſpeak naturally and pertinentiy, 
without ever imagining that there was an 
Art in it, or that it was poſlible to talk 
finely upon a Subject which we do not un- 
derſtand. 

PR Ax Sir, ſaid T, when theſe Orators 
you tell me of have been caught two or 
three times in 4 Lie, don't you treat them 
with the utmoſt Contempt? Quite the con- 
trary, anſwer'd he, the whole Merit and Pride 
of their Profeſſion is to decei ve: They are 
to lay falſe Colours upon every thing, and 
the greater the Impoſition is, the greater 
their Reputation: The Orator who can 
only perſuade us to act againſt ſome of our 
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leſſer Intereſts, is but a Genius of the 11g 
Rate; but he who can compell us by his 
Eloquence to violate the moſt eſſential, is 
an able Man indeed, and will certainly i; 
very high; I ſuppoſe, it may be your Cu- 
ſtom in Perſia to beſtow Employments on 
ſuch Perſons as have particularly qualified 
themſelves for them; you put the Care 
of the Army and the Marine into the 
Hands of Soldiers and Seamen ; you make 
one Man Secretary of State, becauſe he haz 
been bred in foreign Courts, and underſtands 
the Intereſts of your neighbouring Princes; 
to another you truſt the Revenue, becauſe 
he is ſkilful in Oeconomy, and has prov'd 
hinitelt above the Temptation of embezz- 
ling what paſſes through his Hands. Yes, 
replied I, this is furely the right Method, 
and I conclude it muſt be yours. No, ſaid 
he, we are above thoſe vulgar Prejudices; 
ſuch Qualfications are not requiſite among 
us; to be fit for all or any of theſe Poſts, 
one muſt be a good Speaker in Parliament. 
How ! ſaid I, becauſe I make a fine Ha- 
rangue upon a Treaty of Peace, ar: I there- 


fore fit to ſuperintend an Army ? We think 


fo, anſwer'd he: And if I can plauſibly de- 
fend a Miniſter of State from a reaſonable 
Charge brought againſt him, have 1 there- 
by a Title to be taken into the Adminittra- 
tion? Beyond Diſpute, in this Country, af. 


ſwer'd he. Why then, by Mabomet, ſaid 
I, your 
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your Government may well be ſick; 
What a diſtemper'd Body mvſt that be, 
whoſe Members are ſo monſtrouſly out of 
joint, that there is no one Part in its proper 
Place! If my Tongue ſhowd undertake to 
do the Office of my Head and Arms, the 
Abſurdity and the Impotency wou'd be juſt 
the ſame. | 

Tir thus, ſaid he, we go on, lamely 
enough I muſt conſeſs, but {till admiring 
our own wiſe Policy, and laughing at the 
reſt of the World. 

You may laugh, replicd I, as you think 
fit: But if the Sultan, my Maſter, had 
zmong his Counſellors ſuch an Orator as 
you deſcribe, a Fellow that wou'd prate 
away Truth, Equity and Common-Senſe ; 
by the Tomb of our holy Prophet, he wou'd 
make a Mute of him, and ſet him to watch 
over the Seraglio inſtead of the Sate. 

Ar theſe Words, I was oblig'd to take 
my Leave, and our Diſcourſc was broke off 
till another Meeting. 
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H E next Day I ſaw my Friend a- 


gain, and he reſum'd the Subject of 
Eloquence, You can't imagine, ſaid he to 
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me, of what fatal Conſequence this Art gf 
Haranguing has been to all free States; 
Good Laws have been eſtabliſh'd by wife 
Men, who were far from being eloquent; 
and eloquent Men, who were far from be. 
ing wiſe, have every where deſtroy'd or 
corrupted them. Look into Hiſtory, you 
will fmd, that the fame Period which car. 
ried Eloquence to its Periection, was al- 
moſt always mortal to Liberty. The Re- 
publicks of Greece, and that of Rome did 
not ſee their moſt celebrated Orators, til 
the very Moment that their Conſtitutions 
were overturn'd. And how indeed fl:oud 
it be otherwiſe? When once it becomes a 
Faſhion to advance Men to Dignity and 
Power, not for the good Councils that they 
give, but for an agreeable Manner of re- 
commending bad ones; it is impoſſible that 
a Government ſo adminiſter'd can long 
ſubſiſt. Is any Thing complain'd of as 
amiſs? Inſtead of Redreſs, they give you an 
Oration : Have you propos'd a good and 
necdſul Law? In Exchange for that yau 
receive an Oration. Has your natural Rea- 
{on determin'd you upon auy Point? Up 
gets an Orator, and ſo conſounds you, that 
you are no longer able to reafon at all: 
Is any right Meaſure to be obſtructed, or 
wrong one to be advanc'd? There 1s an 
Orator always ready, and it is moſt charin- 


ingly 
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ingly perform'd to the Delight of all the 


Hearcrs, 

! poxnT know, ſaid I, what Pleaſure you 
may find in being deceiv'd; but I dare ſay 
ſhou'd theſe Gentlemen undertake to inftruck 
a Merchant in his Buſineſs, or a Farmer in 
his Work, without underſtanding either 
Trade or Huſbandry, they wou'd only be 
laught at for their Pains; and yet when 
they attempt to perſuade a Nation to com- 
mit a thouſand ſenſeleſs Faults, they are 
liſten'd ro with great Attention, and come 
off with abundance of Applauſe, But for 
my Part, I think they deſerve nothing but 
Hatred and Contempt, for daring to play 
with ſuch ſacred Things as Truth and 
Juſtice, in ſo wanton and diflolute a 
Manner, 

Most certainly, anſwer'd he, they are 
very dangerous to ail Society; for what is 
it that they profeſs? Don't they make it 
their Boaſt, that they have the Power to 
fuoth or to inflame; that is, in proper 
Terms, to make us partial, or to make 
us mad? Are either of theſe Jempers of 
the Mind agreeable to the Duty of a Judge? 
I maintain, that it wou'd be juſt as proper 
for us to decide a Queſtion of Right or 
Wrong, after a Dcbauch of Wane, er a 
Doz- of Opium, as after being heated or 
cooPd, to the Drgree we often are, by the 
Addrcls of one of cheſe skilful Speakers, 

W 1SEL y 
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WisE LVM was it done by the Venetian; 
to baniſh a Member of their Senate, (as ! 
have read they did) only becauſe they 
thought he had too much Eloquence, and 
gain'd too great an Aſcendant in their 
Councils by that bewitching Talent. With- 
out fuch a Caution there is no Safety ; for 
we are led, when we fancy that we lead ; and 
the Man that can maſter gur Affections, 
will have but little Trouble with our Rea- 
fon. But to ſhew you the Power of 
Oratory, in its ſtrongeſt Light, let us ſee 
what it does with Religion: In ic felt it 1 
ſimple and beneficent, full of Charity and 
Humility ; and yet, let an eloquent Preacher 
get up into a Pulpit, what monſtrous Sy- 
items will he draw out of it ! What Pride, 
what Tyranny will he make it authorize 
Hov much Rancour and Malignity will he 
graft upon it! If then the Laws of God 
may be thus corrupted by the Tatnt of Elo- 
quence, do we wonder that the Lans of 
Men cannot eſcape ? No, ſaid I, no Miictuets 
are to be wonder'd at. where the Reatioa 0! 
Mankind is fo abus'd. 
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LET TEN Un 
SELIM fo MIR ZA. 


HE Converſation I repeated to thee 
T in my laſt, was heard by a Gentle- 
man that fat near us, who, 1 have been 
told, has found his Account fo much in 
Eloquence, as to be intereſted in the Defence 
of it: Accordingly, he attackt my Friend, 
and told him, he was afraid he had forgot 
his Hiltory, or he wou'd have recollected. 
that Demoſthenes and Cicero, the two greateſt 
Orators that ever were, employ'd their 
Rhetorick in the Service of their Country. 
| might perhaps, anſwer'd he, make ſome 
Objections to the Integrity of both; but 
allow ing what you hy, it amounts to no 
more than this, that Eloquence may be of 
Service to Mankind in the Poſſeſſion of 
very good Men; and ſo may arbitrary 
5 78 of the greateſt Service; but yet we 

in England, that it is wiſer not to truſt 
to it; becauſe, as it is generally managed, it 
* omes a molt grievous Oppreſſion. And, 

lam ſure, I can ſhew you in Fliſtory as 
many Orators that have abug'd their Elo- 
quence, as Kings that have abus'd their 
Authority : For beſides the Wickedneſs 
COMMON 


wo LETTERS frma 
common to Human-natur?, the Vanity of 
making a bad Cauſe appear a good one, js 
in itſelf a dangerous Temptation: When 
a Man fees he is able to impoſe upon the 
Judgments of others, he muſt be a very 
honeſt and very modeſt one indeed, if he 
never does it wrongfully. Alas, Sir, re. 
turn'd his Antagoniſt, the Generality of 
Men are too weak. to bear Truth! They 
maſt be cheated into Happineſs, I am 
fure they are often cheeted out of it, repfied 
my Friend: Nor can I wholly agree to 
your Propolitton in the Senſe you under- 
ſtand it: It may be neceſſary for the Go- 
vernment of Mankind, not to tell them 
the whole Fruth ; ſomething may be proper 
to be hid behind the Veil of Policy; but it 
is ſeldom neceſſary to tell them Lies. 
Tus r pious Frauds, are the Inventions 
of very impious Men; they are the Tricks 
of thoſe, who make the publick Good 2 
Pretence for ſerving their private Vices, 
Let us conſider how Mankind was govern'd 
in thoſe Ages and States, where they are 
known to have been the happieſt. How 
was it in Athens, while the Laws of Saler 
preſerv*d their Force? Was it then thought 
neceſſary to Lie for the Good of the Com- 
monwealth ? No, ---the People were truly 
inform'd of every thing that concern“ 
them, and as they judg'd by their natural 
Underſtanding, their Determinations = 
right, 


_ 
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tight, and their Actions glorious : But 
when their Orators had got the Dominion 
over them, and they were deceiv'd upon the 
Principle you eſtabliſh, what was the Con- 
ſequence ? Their Leaders became faCtious 
and corrupt, and they who had given 
Liberty to the reſt of Greece, moſt ſhame- 
fully yielded up their own. In Rome the 
Cafe was much the ſame : As long as they 
were a great and free People, they under- 
ſtood not theſe political Refinements. All 
Governments in their firſt Inſtitution were 
founded in Truth and Juſtice, and the firſt 
Rulers of them were gencrally honeſt Men; 
but, by length of Time, Corruption is in- 
troduced, and Men come to look upon 
thoſe Frauds as neceflary to Government, 
which their Forefathers abhorr'd as de- 
ſtructive to it. It does not, ſaid I, belong 
to me, to decide in this Diſpute; but it 
ſeems to be highly important, that 7hzs 
Power of Deceiving for the Public Good 
ſnou'd be lodg'd in ſafe Hands. And I 
ſuppoſe, that ſuch among you as are truſted 
with it, are very conſtant and uniform in 
their Principles; they never vary from 
themſelves : What with them is the declar'd 
and effential Intereſt of the Nation Noro, 
will certainly be ſo ext Year: Diſgrace or 
Fayour can make no Difference. 
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LET TER LI. 


SELIM to MIR ZA at Tſpahan, 


Fr om London. 


WAS the other Day in Company with 

a Clergyman, who has the Education of 
ſeveral young Noblemen committed to!“ 
Care: A Truft of this Importance made 
me regard him as one of the moſt con/ider. 
able Men in England. This Sage (laid | 
to myſelf) has much to anſwer for : The 
Virtue and Happineſs of the next Age will 
in a great Meaſure depend on his Capa- 
city. I was very deſirous to enter into 
Diſcourſe with him, that I might know it 
he was equal to his Office, and try'd all the 
common Topicks of Converſation ; but on 
none of theſe was I able to draw a Word 
trom him : Art laſt, upon ſome Point being 
ſtarted, which gave him Occaſion to quote 
a Zatis Poet, he open'd all at once, and 
pour'd forth ſuch a Deluge of hard Words, 
compos'd out of all the learned Languages, 
that though I underſtood but little of his 
Meaning, 1 could not help admiring his 
Elocution. 


As 
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As his Scholars were many of them born 
to an hereditary Share in the Legiſlature, I 
concluded he muſt be thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with the Engl Conſtitution, and able 
to inſtruct them in the Knowledge of it: 
But upon aſking him ſome Queſtions on 
that Subject, I found to my very great 
Surprize, that he was more a Stranger to 
it than myſelf, and had no Notions of Go- 
vernment, but what he drew from the 
imarinary Republick of a Greek Philoſopher, 
Well, ſaid I, you at leaſt inſtruct your 
Scholars in Gracian and Roman Virine; 
you light up in them a Spirit of Liberty; 
you exerciſe them in Juſtice and Magnani- 
mity; you form them to a Reſemblance of 
the great Characters they meet with in 
ancient Authors. Far from it, ſaid a Gen- 
tleman in Company--- They are accuſtom'd 
to tremble at a Rod, to tell Lies in excuſe 
of trifling Faults, to be!ray their Companions, 
to be Spies and Cowards: The natural 
Yigour of their Spirits is reſtrain'd, the 
natural Ingenuity of their Tempers var- 
niſh'd over, the natural Bent of their 
Genius curb'd and thwarted : The whole 
Purpoſe of their Education is to acquire 
ſome Greek and Latin Words; by this 
only they are allow'd to, try their Parts; 
it they are backward in this, they are 
tonounc'd Dunces, and often made fo 
from Diſcouragement and Deſpair. 


] 
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I ſhou'd think, ſaid I, if Word, only 
are to be taught them, they ſhou'd learn 
to ſpeak Engii/h with Grace and Elegance, 
which is particularly neceflary in a Goverr. 
ment where Eloquence has obtain'd { 
great a Sway. That Article is never thought 
of, anſwer'd he: I came myſelf from the 
College a perfect Maſter of one or two 
dead Languages, but cou'd neither write 
nor ſpeak my Own, till it was taught me 
by the Letters and Converſation of a Lady 
about the Court, whom Iuckily for my 
Education I fell in Love with. 

I have heard, ſaid I, that it is uſual 
for young Gentlemen to finiſh their Studies 
in other Countries; and indeed it ſeems 
neceflary enough by the Account you have 
given me of them here : But if I may judge 
by the greateſt Part of thoſe whom J hav: 
ſeen at their Return, the foreign Maſters arc 
no better than the Exgliſb, and the fortigi 
Miſtreſſes not ſo good. Wete I to go back 
to Perſia with an Engliſh Coat, an Engl 
Footman, and an Eugliſß Cough, it wou'd 
amount to juſt the Improvement made 1n 
France, by one halt of the Youth who 
travel thither. Add to theſe, a Taſte for 
Muſick, replied the Gentleman, with two 
or three Terms of Building and of Painting, 
and you wou'd want but oe Taſte more t 
be as accompii*d, as the fineſt Gentlemiv 
that Haly ſends us back, 
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S ELI to MIRZEz A. 


ROM confilering the Educition of 

Engliſh Gentlemen, we turn'd our Dif- 
courſe to that of Eugliſb Ladies. I askt a 
married Man that was in Company, to 
inſtruct me a little in the Coutſe of it, being 
particularly curious to know the Methods 
which cou'd render a Woman in this Coun- 
try ſo different a Creature from one in 
Perſia. Indeed Sir, ſaid he, you muſt ask 
my Wiſe, net me that Queſtion : Theſe are 
Myſteries I am not allow'd to pry into: 


When I preſume to give my Advice about 


it, ſhe tells me the Education of a Lady is 
above the Capacity of a Man, let him be 
ever ſo wiſe in his own Affairs. I ſhou'd 
think, ſaid J, that as the Purpoſe of Wo- 
mens Breeding is nothing elſe, but to teach 
them to pleaſe Men; a Man ſhou'd be a 
better Judge of that than any Woman in the 


World. But, pray Sir, what in General 


have you obſcrv'd of this myſterious Iuſtitu- 
in? ] don't enquire into the Secrets behind 
tbe A'tar, but only the outward Forms of 
Diſcipline which are expog'd to the Eyes of 
al the World. Why Sir, replied he, wo" 

fart? 


— — 
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firſt great Point which every Mother aims 
at, is to make her Girl a Godde/5 if ſhe 
can. 

A Goppess! cry'd I, in great Aſtoniſh. 
ment. —— | 

Ves, ſaid he; you have none of them 
in the Eaſt; but here we have five or fx 
in every Strect: There never were more 
Divinities in Ag ypt, than there are at this 
time in the Town of London. In order 
therefore to fit them for hat Character, they 
are made to throw off human Nature, a; 
much as poſſible, in their Looks, Geſtures, 
Words, Actions, Dreſs, Sc. — But is it 
not apt to return again? ſaid I. — Les, 
replied he, it returns indeed again, but 
ſtrangely diſtorted and deform'd. The fame 
Thing 3 to their Minds as to their 
Shapes; both are cramt by a violent Con- 
finement, which makes them ſwell out “ 
the wrong Place. You can't conceive tit 
wild Tricks that Women play from ti: 
habitual Perverſion of their Faculties: I here 
is not a ſingle Quality belonging to them, 
which they do not apply to other Purpolcs 
than Providence deſign'd it for: Hence 
is, that they are vain of being Cowardi, 
and aſham'd of being Modeſt : Hence they 
{mile on the Man whom they diſlike, and 
cold on him they love; hence they kill ever) 
Sentiment of their own, and not only 45 
with the Faſhion, but really Think coil 1 
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All this is taught them carefully from their 
Childhood, or elſe it wou'd be impoſſible 
o to conquer their natural Diſpoſitions. 
don't know, ſaid I, what the Uſe is of 
theſe InſtruEtions 3 but it ſeems to me that 
mn 2 Ceuntry, where the Women are ad- 
mitted to a familiar and conſtant Share in 
every active Scene of Life, particular Care 
hou'd be taken in their Education, to cul- 
tivate their Reaſon, and form their Hearts, 
that they may be equal to the Part they 
have to Act. Where great Temptations 
muſt occur, great Virtues are requir'd ; and 
the giddy Situations they are plac'd 1n, or 
love to place themſelves, demand a more 
lan ordinary Strength of Brain. In Perſi a 
| 1 Woman has no Occaſion for any thing 
but Beauty, becauſe of the Confinement in 
which ſhe lives, and therefore that only is 
attended to; but here, methinks, good Senſe 
| is ſo very neceſſary, that it is the Buſinefs 
of a Lady to improve and adorn her Un- 
derſtanding with as much Application as 
the other Sex, and, generally ſpeaking, by 
Methods much the ſame, | 
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LETTER L. 
SELIM to MIR Z A at Tſpahan, 


From L141, 


WAS this Morning with ſome Gentle. 

men of my Acquaintance, who were 
talking of the Attempt that had been made 
not long ago of ſetting up a Prefs at Con. 
ftanimnople, and the Oppoſition it had mer 
with from the Mufti. They applied to me 
to know what I thought of it, and whether 
in Perſia allo, it was our Religion that 
deprived us of 1o uſeful an Arr. 

I ToLD them, that Policy had more 
part than Religion in that Affair: That 
the Preſs was a very dangerous Engine, 
and the Abuſes of it made us juſtly appre- 
hend il! Conſequences from it. 

You are in the Right, ſaid one of th: 
Company, for this ſingle Reaſon, berg 
your Government is a deſpatick one. But, 
in a free Country the Preſs may be very 
uſeful, as long as it is under no Correction; 
for it is of great Conſequence, that tie 
People ſhou'd be inſorm'd of every thing 
that concerns them; and without Printing, 
ſuch Knowledge cou'd not circulate, either 


ſo caſily or ſo faſt. And to argue again 
any 
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amy Branch of Liberty from the ill Uſe 
that may be made of it, is to argue againſt 
Liberty itfelf, ſince all 1s capable of being 
abusd. Nor can any part of Freedom be 
more important, or better worth contending 


for, than that by which the Spirit of it is 


reſerved, ſupported, and diſfus'd. By this 
Appeal to the Judgment of the People, 
we lay fame Reſtraint upon thoſe Miniſters, 
who may have found Means to ſecure 
themſelves from any other 4% incorruptible 
Tribunal; and ſure, they have no Reaſon 
to complain, if the Publick exerciſes a 
Right, which cannot be denied without 
avowing, that their Conduct will not bear 
Enguiry. For though the beſt Admini- 


ſtration may be attackt by Calumny, I can 


hardly believe it wou'd be hurt by it, 
becauſe I have known a great deal of it 
employ'd to very little Purpoſe, againſt 
Gentlemen, in Oppoſition to Miniſters, 
who had nothing to defend them but the 
Force of Truth, 

Tur Gentleman who ſpoke thus, was 
contradicted by another of the Company, 
who, with great Warmth, and many Ar- 
guments, maintain'd; That if the Preſs 
* was put under the Inſpection of ſome 
diſcreet and judicious Perſon, it wou'd 
be far more beneficial to the Publick. 

I AGREE to it, anſwer'd he, upon one 
Condition, viz. That there may be like- 


wiſe 


q | 
| 
| 
| 


is a Point of ſuch Conſequence to Mankind, 


that of Courſe, from one Year to another. 
there ſhou'd be a conſtant Breach oi it 
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wiſe an Tnſpeftor for THE PEOPLE, as well 


as one for the Court; but if nothing is tg - 
be licens'd on one fide, and every thing 9g - 
the other, it wou'd be vaſtly better for ; ", 
to adopt the Eaſtern Policy, and allow 15 ho 
Printing here at all; than to leave it wider = 
ſo partial a Direction. 1 
q Ey 
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LETTER LI. * 

S ELIN t0 MI RZ A of Iſpaban. bs 
From London. © 

HE fame Gentleman, who, as I told be; 

thee in my laſt, argued ſo ſtrongly WM this 

for the Liberty of the Preſs, went on with Ml Pre: 


his Difcourſe in the following Manner. 

Ir we have ſo much Reaſon to be un- 
willing, that what we Print ſhou'd be 
under the Inſpection of the Court; how much 
more may we complain of a new Power 
aſſumed within theſe laſt fifty Years by 
all the Courts in Europe, of inſpecting private 
Letters, and invading the Liberty of ihe Po 
The Secrecy and Safety of Correſpondence, 


that the leaſt Interruption of it wou'd be 
criminal, without an evident Nece/ity ; but 


publick!y 
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lickly avow'd, is ſuch a Violation of 
the Rights of Society, as one cannot but 
wonder at even in this Age. 

You may well wonder, ſaid I to him, 
when J myſelf am quite amaz'*d to hear of 
ſuch a Thing; the Ike of which, was 
never practis'd amongſt Us, whom you 
Enp!iſþ reproach with being Slaves. Bur I 
beg you to inform me what it was, that 
cou'd induce a free People to give up all 
the Secrets of their Buſineſs and private 
Thoughts, to the Curioſity and Diſcretion 
of a Miniſter, or his inferior Tools in 
Office? 

Tux never gave them up, anſwer'd 
he; but thoſe Gentlenien have exercis'd 
this Power by their own Authority, under 
Pretence of diſcovering Plots againſt the 
State. No Doubt, ſaid one of the 
Company, it is a great Advantage and Eaſe 
to the Government, to be acquainted at all 
times with the Sentiments of conſiderable 
Perſons, becauſe it is poſſible they may have 
lome il! Intent. It is very true, replied 


tne other, and it might be ſtill a greater 


Eaſe and Advantage to the Government to 
lave a /icens'd Spy in every Houſe, who 
ſhou'd report the moſt private Converſa- 
tons, and let the Miniſter thoroughly into 
te Secrets of every Family in the King- 
Gm, This wou'd effectually detect and 

Prevent 


- — x — = 
- ” 


2 een pro err _— 


162 'LETTERS from 4 


be ſecured without ſuch Meaſures, as 28 


prevent Conſpiracics; but wow'd any Body 
come into it on that Account? 

Is it not making a bad Compliment to , 
Government, to ſuppoſe, that it cou'd ng 


inconſiſtent with the End for which i; i, 
delign*d ? 

Bu T ſuch in General is the wretche! 
Turn of modern Policy: the moſt fac 
Ties are ſpurn'd at, to promote ſome pre. 
ſent Intereſt, without conſidering how fin 
it may prove in its remoter Conſequence, 
and how greatly we may want thoſe n{cfy 
Barriers we have fo lightly broken down, 
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SELIM to MIRZ A at [/þahan, 


From London. 


HOUGH the Exgliſb are a vey 
warlike People, yet military Virwe 

and Abilities are neither ſo much conlicerd 
or encburag'd by them, as many others dl 
vaſtly leſs Importance: They ſeem to for: 
et, that on theſe alone muſt depend ths 
ecurity of the reſt, and that every vi 
Excellence is uſeleſs, unleſs it be unet 
their Protection. So careleſs is the Nation 
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ie this Point, that a General who has ſerved 
wich Reputation to himſelf and to his 
Country, fall have leſs Power allow'd him 
in the Government than a voluble Speaker 
in Parliament, or a drudging Pleader at 
the Bar. Nay, even in his own Province, 
at the Head of an Army, he ſhall be curb'd 
and thwarted by twenty People, who are 
got into military Employments, by the 
feaceful Merit of unbounded Complaiſance, 
and who by virtue of their Poſts in a War 
Office, take upon them to direct his Ope- 
rations, and criticiſe his Conduct. Hence 
it has often been ſeen that in the Camp, 


where an abſolute Authority is moſt ne- 


ceſſary, there was neither Obedience nor Sub- 
ordination ; while in another Place, where 
they never ſhou'd be ſuppos'd, they were 
moſt regularly Haid and maintain'd. 
There was, indeed, a great General in a late 
Reign, who kept limſelf ſuperior to al! 
tneſe Gentlemen, during the Courſe of a 
twelve Years War; and therefore mate it 
a very Glorious One; but ic was not his 
Merit nor his Succeſs, that ſet him above 
their Cenſures; it was wholly owing to a 
fortunate Relation he happen'd to have 
With the firſt Miniſter. 
Ap this very General was afterwards 
diſgrac'd in the midſt of all his Glory, by 
the Cabals of a Man of no great Parts, and 
11 a2 Woman 
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a Woman, who had juſt Vit enongb to 
influence Another that had none. 

VER different was the Conduct of the 
French King, in Regard to thoſe who 
fought his Battles in that War: Far from 
diſgracing them in their Triumphs, he re. 
warded them even in their Defeats ; think- 
ing the Zeal with which they ſerved him 
was a Merit, which though it cou'd not 

rocure them the Smiles of Fortune, very 
Juſtly entitled them to His. | 

SUCH a Policy as this, at the long run, 
muſt infallibly make a Prince victorious: 
For who wou'd not die to ferve ſo good a 
Maſter? And how formidable is an Army 
that is animated by Sentiments of Afi 
as well as Glory. 

Bur, I don't know how it comes to pals, 
that the Engli/b Nation, whichhas often made 
a great Figure in the Field, and generally 
a very poor one in the Cabinet, is 1o laviſh 
of Favour and Rewards to un/ucce/sfu! 
Negotiators, and ſo ſparing of them to 
its moſt fortunate Commanders, 
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SEK LI fo MIRZA. 


Au return'd to this City, from which 
I have made a long Excurſion, and am 
going; ro give thee an Account how I have 
paſt my time. A Friend of mine, who 
lives in a part of England, diſtant from the 
Capital, invited me to ſpend rhe Summer 
1: his Houſe: My Curiolity to ſee ſome- 
thing new, and a natural Love to Fields 
and Groves at this Seaſon of the Year, 
made me glad to accept of his Propoſal. 
TEE firſt Thing that ſtruck me in 
leaving London, was to find all the 
Country cultivated like one great Garden. 
This is the genuine Effect of that hap- 
py Liberty which the Engliþ enjoy : 
Where Property is ſecure, Induſtry will 
exert itſelf; and ſuch is the Force of In- 
dultry, that without any particular Ad- 
vantages of Soil or Climate, the Lands 
about this City are of a hundred times 
greater Profit to their Owners, than the 
beſt remper*d and moſt fertile Spots of A4 
to the Subjects of the Soph; or the Turk. 
ANOTHER Circumſtance which en- 
gaged my Attention throughout all my 
2 Journey, 
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Journey, was the vaſt Number of fine Seats 
that adorn'd the Way as I travell'd along, 
and ſeem'd to expreſs a certain rura! Gregt. 
7217/5 extreamly becoming a free People. It 
lookt to me, as if Men who were poſſeſt of 
ſuch magnificent Retreats, were above de- 
pending on a Court, and had wiſcly fx'd 
the Scene of their Pride and Pleaſure in the 
Center of their own Eſtates, where they 
cou'd really make themſelves moſt conſi- 
derabie And indeed, this Notion is true 
in Fact; for it has always been the Policy 
of Princes that wanted to be abſolute, to draw 
Gentlemen away from their Country Scars, 
and place them about a Court, as well to 
deprive them of the Popularity which Hol. 
pitality might acquire, as to render them 
cold to the Intereſt of the Country, and 
wholly devoted to themſelves. Thus we 
have often been told by our Friend Uſer, 
that the Court and Capital of France is 
crowded with Nobility ; while in the Pro- 
vinces, there 1s ſcarce a Manſion-houſe that 
is not falling to Ruin ; an infallible Sign 
of the Decay and Downfall of the Nobility 
itſelf Thoſe who remember what Englans 
was forty Years ago, ſpeak with much Un- 
eaſineſs of the Change they obſerve in this 
Particular; and complain, that their Coun- 
rrymen are making haſte to copy the 
French, by abandoning their Family Seats, 
ad living too conſtantly in Town; = 

this 
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this is not yet ſenſible to a Foreigner. Thou 
may'ſt expect the Sequel of my Journey in 
other Letters. 


vg» <<" O 250 De e <0, 


LETTER IIV. 


SELIM fo MIR ZA. 


T happen'd when I ſet out from Londom, 
1 that the Parliament, which had fat ſeven 
Years, was juſt diflolv'd, and Elections for 
a new one were carrying on all over Eng- 
land. My firſt Day's Stage had nothing 
in it remarkable, more than what I obſerv'd 
to thee in my laſt. But when I came to 
the Town where I was to lodge, I found 
the Streets all crowded with Men and Wo- 
men, who gave me a lively Idea of what 
| have read of the ancient Bacchanals., In- 

cad of Ivy, they carried Oaken Boughs, 
were exceeding . and mutinous; but 
at the ſame time mighty zealous for Reli- 
gion. My Perſian Habit drew them all 
about me, and I found they were much 
puzzled what to make of me. Some ſaid, 
was a German Miniſter, ſent by the Court 
to corrupt the Electors ; upon which Sug- 
geſtion, I had like to have. been torn to 
Pieces; others fancied me a Jeſuit ; but at 
alt they agreed I was a Mouniebant, and 

15 as 
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as ſuch conducted me to my Inn with preg: 
Reſpect. When I was fafely deliver'd from 
this Danger, I took a Reſolution to lay 
afide my foreign Dreſs, that 1 might travel 
with leis Diſturbance z and fell into Dis. 
courſe upon what had paſt with a Gentle. 
man that accompanied me in my Journey, 
It ſeem'd to me very ſtrange, that in an 
Affair of ſo great Importance as the choice 
of a Guardian for their Liberties, Men 
ſhou'd drink themſelves out of their Rea- 
fon. I askt, whether Riots of this kind 
were common at theſe times. He anſwer'd, 
that the whole Buſineſs of the Candidates 
was to pervert and confound the Under- 
ſtandings of thoſe that chuſe them, by all 
imaginable ways : That from the Day they 
begun to make their Intereſt, there was no- 
thing but Idleneſs and Debauchery among 
the common People: The Care of their 
Families is neglected; Trades and Manu- 
factures are at a Stand; and ſuch a Habit 
of Diſorder is brought ww them, that it 
requires the beſt part of ſeven Years tv 
ſettle them again. And yet, continued he, 
this Evil, great as it 1s, may be reckon'd 
one of the leaſt attending theſe Affairs. 
Cou'd we bring our Electors to content 
themſclves with being made drunk for a 
Year together, we might hope to preſerve 
our Conſtitution ; but it is the ſober, cn. 
derate Corruption, the cool bargaining 55 
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ale of theit Liberties that will be the 
certain undoing of this Nation, whenever 
2 wicked Miniſter ſhall be the Purchaſer. 
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SELIM to MIR ZA. 


HE next Day brought us inte a 

County Town, where the Elections 
for the City and the Shire were carrying on 
together, It was with ſome Difficulty that 
we made our Way through two or three 
Mobs of different Parties, that oblig'd us 
by Turns to declare ourſelves for their re- 
ſpective Factions. Some of them wore in 
their Hats Tobacco Leaves, and ſeem'd 


principally concern'd for the Honour of | 
that noble Plant, which they ſaid had been 


attackt by the Miniftry ; and in this I heartily 
join'd with them, being myſelt a great Ad- 
mirer of it's Virtues, like moſt of my Coun- 
trymen. When we came to our Inn, I en- 
tertain'd myſelf with asking my Fellow- 
Traveller Queſtions about Elections. The 
Thing was ſo new to me, that in many 
Points I cou'd not believe him. As for 
Inſtance, when he told me that in former 


Times the Counties and Boroughs us'd to 


pay the Members they ſent to Parliamen 
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tor the Expence of their Journey and As. 
tendance ; but that now thole Wages were 
withdrawn, and on the contrary, he Can- 
didates paid the Eleflors ; it ſcem'd to me 
incomprehenſible, that an Age fo mercena- 
ry in other Caſes, ſhou'd be grown {6 
diſintereſted in this. It lookt alto very 
odd, that a Corporation ſhou'd take ſuch a 
fudden Liking to a Man's Face, whom 
they never ſaw beſore, as to prefer him to a 
Family that had ſerv'd them time out of 
Mind; yet this, I was aſſur'd, very often 
happen'd, and what was ſtranger ſtill, on 
the Recommendation of another Perſon, 
who was no better known to them himſclf. 
My Inſtructor added, that there was in 
England ONE MAN, ſo extreamly Popular, 
though he never affedled Popularity, that a 
Line from him, accompany'd with two or 
three Bits of a particular Sort of Paper, 
was enough to direct half the Nation in 
the Choice of their Repreſentatives. 

I 7 vou'd be endleſs, to repeat to thee, 
all the Tricks which he told me other Gen- 
tlemen were ferc'd to uſe to get themlc]ves 
clected. One Way of being well with a 
Corporation, is to kiſs all their Yes. 
My Companion confeſt to me, that he him- 
felt had formerly been oblig'd to go 
through this Jaborious Sollicitation, and had 
met with ſome old Women in his Way, 


who made him pay dearly for their ins 
| But 
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But theſe Methods, (ſaid he) and other 
Arts of Popularity, are growing out of 
Faſhion every Day, We now court our 
Electors, as we do our Miſtreſſes, by ſending 
a Notary to them with a Propoſal : If they 
like the Settlement, it is no Matter how 
they like the Man that makes it; but if we 
diſagree about that, other Pretenſions are of 
very little Uſe. And to make the Com- 
pariſon the juſter, the Members thus choſen 
have no more Regard to their venal Con- 
ſtituents, than Huſbands ſo married to their 
Wives. I askt, if they had no Laws againſt 
Corruption. Yes, ſaid he, very ſtrong 
Ones, but Corruption 1s ſtronger than the 
Laws. If the Magiſtrates in Perſia were 
to ſell Wine, it would ſignify very little 
that your Law forbids the drinking it. 
Upon the whole, he gave me to underſtand, 
that ſome of their Parliaments had not been 
much better Repreſentatives of the Nation, 
than ſome of their Kings of God Almighty, 
10 they arrogantiy pretended to repre- 
ent. 


LET. 
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LETTER IN 
SEK LIM to MiIRZ A. 


N the third Day our Travels were at 
an End, and I arriv'd at my Friend's 
Houfe with all the Pleafure which we re- 
ceive from Retirement and Repoſe, after a 


weary of Elections, as if I had been a Candi- 
date myſelf, and cou'd not help expreſſing 
my Surprize, that the general Diſorder on 
theſe Occaſions, had not brought ſome fate! 
Miſchief-on the Nation. That we are 
not undone by it, replied my Friend, is en- 
tirely owing to the happy. Circumſtance of 
our being an Iſland, Were we feated on 
the Continent, every Election of a new 
Parliament wov'd infallibly draw on an la- 
vaſion. It is not only from Enemies 
abroad that you are in Danger, anſwer'd 1: 
One wou'd think that the Violence of do- 
meſtick Feuds ſhou'd of itſelf overturn you 
Conſtitution, as it has fo many others; and 
how you have been able to eſcape ſo long, 
is the Wonder of all who have been bred 
up under abſolute Monarchies : For they 
are taught, that the ſuperior Advantage of 
their Form of Government conſiſts in the 
Strength 


Life of Tumult and Fatigue, I was as 
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Strength of Union; and that in other 
States, where Power is more divided, a 
pernicious Confufion muſt enſue. They 
argue rightly enough, ſaid the Gentleman 
who came along with me, but they carry 
the Argument too far. No Doubt, Factions 
are the natural Inconveniencies of all free 
Governments, as Oppreſſion is too apt to 


attend on arbitrary Power. But the Diffe- 


rence lies here, that in an abſolute Monar- 
chy, a Tyrant has nothing to reſtrain him 3 
whereas Parties are not only a Controul on 
thoſe that Govern, but on each other; nay, 
they are even a Controul xpor themſelves 
as the Leaders of them dare not give a 
Looſe to their own particular Paſſions and 
Deſigns, for fear of hurting their Credit 
with thoſe whom it is their Intereſt to 
manage and to pleaſe. Beſides, that it is 
eaſier to infect a Prince with a Spirit of 
Tyranny, than a Nation with a Spirit of 
Faction; and where the Diſcontent is not 
general, the Miſchief will be light. To 
engage a whole People in a Revolt, the 
higheſt Provocations muſt be given; in ſuch 
2 Caſe, the Diforder is not chargeable on 
thoſe that deſend their Liberties, but on 
the Aggreſſor that invades them. Parties 
in Society, are like Tempeſts in the natu- 
rl World; they cauſe, indeed, a very great 
Diſturbance, and when violent, tear up 
every thing that oppoſes chem; but then they 


purge 
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purge away many noxious Qualities, and 
prevent a Stagnation which wou'd be fata]; 
All Nations that live in a quiet Slavery, 
may be properly ſaid to ſtagnate; and 
happy wou'd it be for them, if they were 
rous'd and put in Motion, by that Spirit 
of Faction they dread fo much; for let the 
Conſequences of Reſiſtance be what they 
wou'd, they can produce nothing worſe 
than a confirm'd and eſtabliſh'd Servitude : 
But generally ſuch a Ferment in a Nation 
throws off what is moſt oppreſive to it, 
and ſettles by Degrees, into a bètter and 
more eligible State, Of this, we hare 
recerv*d abundant Proof; for there is hard- 
Jy a Privilege belonging to us, which has 
not been gain'd by popular Diſcontent, and 
preſerv'd by frequent Oppoſition, I may 


add, that we have known many Inſtances, 


where Parties, though ever fo inflam'd 
againſt each other, have united, from a 
Senſe of. common Danger, and join'd in 
ſecuring their common Happineſs. This | 
think ought to free us from the Reproach 
of ſacrificing our Country to our Diviſions, 
and make thoſe deſpair of Succeſs, that bop? 
by dividing to deftroy us. 
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LETTER LVII. 


SELIM to MIR ZA. 


OR the firſt Month of my being in the 
Country, we did nothing from Morn— 
ing till Night, but diſpute about the Go- 
vernment. The natural Beauties round 
about us were little attended to, ſo much 
were we taken up with our Enquiries into 


political Defects. My two Companions | 


diſagreed in many Points; though I am 
perfuaded they both meant the fame Thing, 
and were almoſt equally good Subjects, and 


good Citizens. I ſometimes fancy*d, that 


had learnt a great Deal in theſe Debates ; 
but when I came to put my Learning to- 
gether, I found myfelt not much wifer than 
before. The Maſter of the Houfe was 
inclin'd to the ſide of the Court, not from 
any intereſted or ambitious Views, but, as 
he ſaid, from a Principle of Whiggim : This 
Word is one of thoſe Diſtinctions, which 
for little leſs than a Century have divided 
and -perplext this Nation. The oppoſite 
Party are call'd Tories, They have as 
ſtrong an Antipathy to each other, as the 
Followers of Oſman to thoſe of Hali. I 
deſired my Friend to give me ſome certain 

Mark 
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Mark by which I might know one from 
the other. The Whigs, ſaid he, are they 
that are now in Place, and the Tories are the 
that are out. I underſtand you, return'd I, 
the Difference is only there; fo that if they 
who are now Tories, were employ'd, they 
wou'd inſtantly become Whizes, and if the 


Whigs were remov'd, they wou'd be Tories, 


Not fo, anſwer'd he, with ſome Warmfh: 
There is a great Difference in their Princi. 
ples and their Conduct. Ay, faid 1, let 
me hear that, and then I ſhall be able to 
chuſe my Party. The Tories, ſaid he, are 
. for advancing the Power of the Crown, and 
raiſing the Pride and Riches of the Clerpy. 
They garbled our Army, loft our Honour, 
and were alliſtant to the Greatneſs of 
France. 

You ſurprize me, replied I ; for I have 
heard ell this imputed to jome, who, you 
aſſure me, are good Whigs; nay, the very 
Pillars of Whiggiſm. 

I'LL explain that Matter to you imme- 
diately, ſaid the Gentleman that came down 
with me: Whiggiſm is an indelible Cha- 
rater, like Epiſcopacy : For as he who has once 
been 4 Br/bop, though he no longer perform 
any of the Offices and Duties of his Function, 
i a Biſhop nevertheleſs ; to he who has once 
been a Whig, let him act never ſo contrary 
to his Principles, is neverthelels 4 H. 
and as ail true Church-men are oblig'd in 

Conſcicnce 


be 
D 
th 
Pa 
le 
N 
f. 
Mm 


5 2. AN. a PO. Wo. 


Perſian in ENGLAND, &c. 177 


Conſcience to actnowledge the firſt, fo all 
tue Whigs are in Duty bound to ſupport 
he laſt. 
| Very well, ſaid 1; but are there none 
who differ from this Gribodes: Belief ® Yes, 
aid he, certain obſtinate People ; but like 
other Diſſenters, they are-puniſh'd for their 
Sparation, by being excluded from all 
Places of Truſt and Profit. 

A HEAVY Puniſhment indeed, an- 
ſwer'd I! But I have obſerv'd, that all 


bells are apt to ſtrengthen and encreaſe by 
Perjecutton. 


trete l 
LTT II. 


SLIM to MIRZ A at 1ſpaban, 


From London. 


WENT with my Country Friend ſome 
Days ago, to make a Viſit in a neigh- 
bouring County, to the Prelate of that 
Disceſe. His Character is fo extraordinary, 
that not to give it to thee, wou'd be de- 
parting from the Rule I have laid down, to 
let nothing that is ſingular eſcape my 
Notice. In the firſt Place, he redes con- 
Rintly on his Dioceſe, and has done ſo for 


many Years: He asks nothing. of the om 
| or 
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for himſelf or Family: He hoards up 50 
Wealth for his Relations, but Jays out the 
Revenues of his See in a decent Hoſpitality, 
and a Charity devoid of Oſtentation. 4 
his firſt Entrance into the World, he diſtin- 
guiſh*d himſelf by a Zeal for the Libery 
of his Country, and had a confiderable Share 
in bringing on the Revolution that preſery' 
it. His Principles never alter'd by his 
Preferment: He never proſtituted his Pen, 
nor debaſed his Character by Party Diſputes 
or blind Compliance, As he is at too great 
a Diſtance from the Scene of Action, to 
Judge himſelf of what is doing, he has not 
thought fit to put his Conſcience in the 
keeping of another, Though he- 1s ſerious 
in the Belief of his Religion, he is moderate 
to all who differ from him He knows no 
Diſtinction of Party, but extends his good 
Offices alike to Whig and Tory ; a Friend 
to Virtue under any Denomination ; an 
Enemy to Vice under any Colours. His 
Health and old Age, are the Effects of a 
temperate Life and a quiet Conſcience: 
Though he has now ſome Years above 
Fourſcore, no Body ever thought he li 
too long, unleſs it was out of an Impatience 
to ſucceed him. 

Tris excellent Perfon entertain'd me 
with the greateſt Humanity, and feem'd 
to take a peculiar Delight in being uſcful 


and inſtructive to a Stranger, To tell the 
| the 
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the Truth, Mirza, I was ſo affected with 
the Piety and Virtue of this Teacher * ; the 
Chriſtian Religion appear*d to me ſo amiable 
in his Character and Manners, that if the 
Force of. Education had not rooted Maho- 
netiſm in my Heart, he wou'd certainly 
have made a Convert of me, 


b e eee $34 4 
LETTER LIX. 


SELIM to MIRZA. 


Y long Stay in the Country. gave 
me Leiſure to read a good deal 
| applied myſelf to Hiſtory, particularly 
that of England; for rightly to underſtand 
what a Nation is, one ſhou'd previoufly 
learn what it Has been. If 1 complain'd of 
the different Accounts which are given by 
the Engliſb of themſclves in their preſent 
Circumſtances, I have no leſs Reaſon to 


complain of their Hiſtorians : Paſt Tranſ- 


actions are fo variouſly related, and with 
ſuch a Mixture of Prejudice on both Sides, 
that it is as hard to know Truth from their 
Relations, as Religion from the Comments 
ol Divines. The great Article in which 

they 


* The Tranſlator ſuppoſes, that che Author means 
Dr. Hough, the preſent Biſhop of Noerceſter. 
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they differ moſt, is the ancient Power of the 
Crown, and that of the Parliament: Ac. 
cording to ſome, the latter is no more than 
an Incroachment on the former; but x. 
cording to others, it 1s old as the Monarchy 

Itſelf, | 
Tris Point is debated with great 
Warmth, and a Multitude of Proofs 3. 
ledged by either Party : Yet in truth, it is 
of very little Conſequence to the preſent 
Intereſts of the State. If Liberty were but 
a Year old, the Ezgii/þ wou'd have juſt 35 
good a Right to claim and to preſerve it, 
as if it had been handed down to them from 
many Ages: For allowing that their An- 
ceſtors were Slaves, through Weakneſs or 
Want of Spirit; is Slavery ſo valuable a 
Inheritance that it never muſt be parted 
with? Is a long Preſcription neceſſary to 
give Force to the natural Rights of Man- 
ind? If the Privileges of the People of 
England be Conce/hons from the Crown, is 
not the Power of the Crown itſelf a C.- 
ceſjion from the People. Thou ſeeſt there- 
fore, that all this mighty Controverſy 1s 
rather Matter of "Dov, 63M than of Uſe: 
However, I have endeavour'd to clear it up 
for my own Satisfaction, and deſign t0 
give thee my Notions on that Subject, 1! 
ſome Letters where I conſider it more at 
large. I will finiſh this, by making one ke 
mark on the Uncertainty of TRY 
1 
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That thoſe Accounts which are writ by 
Men concern'd in the Tranſactions they 


relate, though their Authority be generally 


moſt allow'd, are perhaps ftill more un- 
likely to be true, than thoſe that are drawn 
from ancient Records, and common Fame; 
becauſe Vanity and Self. love are more diſ- 
pos d to diſguiſe the Truth, than the Pub- 
lick to make wrong Judgments, or a diligent 
Collector to alter Facts. 


tanlan sann susanna 
LETTER L. 


SELIM to MIR ZA. 


T is a uſual Piece of Vanity in the 


the original Conſtitutions of their reſpective 
States, as founded on deep laid Syſtems 
and Plans of Policy, in which they imagine 
that they diſcover the utmoit Reach of 
human Wiſdom; whereas, in truth, they 
are ofren the Effects of downright Chance, 
and produc'd by the Force of certain Cir- 
cumſtances, or the ſimple Dictates of Na- 
ture itſelf, out of a Regard to ſome preſent 
Expediency, and with little Providence to 
tie future, 

SUCH was the Original of the celebrated 
Colbie Government, that was formerly 
ſpread 


Writers of every Nation, to repreſent _ 
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ſpread all over Europe, and though much 
defac'd by Time, is ſtill diſtinguiſhable 
here. Notwithſtanding the Admiration, 
which thoſe who treat of it, affect to ex. 
prefs of its wiſe Contrivance, it is plain, 
that it was caſually eſtabliſh'd ; that it was 
produc'd not in a Cabinet, but a Camp; 
and owes much leſs to the Prudence of a 
Legiflator, than to the Neceſlity of the 
Times which gave it Birth. 

THE People that introduc'd it into 
Britain, and every where elſe, were a mul. 
titade of Soldiers, unacquainted with an 
thing but War: Their Leader, for the 
better carrying of it on, was inveſted with 
a ſort of regal Power, and when it hap- 
pen'd that the War continu'd Jong, he 
acquir'd a preſcriptive Authority over thok 
who had been accuſtom'd to obey his Or- 
ders; but this Authority was direCted by 
the Advice of the other Officers, and de- 
pendant on the Good-liking of the Army, 
from which alone it was deriv'd: In like 
Manner, the firſt Revenues of this Leader, 
were nothing more than a Title to a large! 


Share in the common Booty, or the volun- 0 
tary Contributions of the Soldiers out of tit 5 
Wealth acquir'd under his Command. But 0 
had he attempted to take a Horſe or Cow, 4 
or any Part of the Plunder from the meaneſ 05 


Soldier, without his free Conſent, a Mutiny 


wou'd certainly have enſu'd, and ce I 
ation 
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tion of Property been reveng'd. From 
theſe Principles, we may naturally draw the 
whole Form of the Saxon or Gothick Go— 
vernment. When theſe Invaders were 
peaceably ſettled in their new Poſſcſſions, 
me General was chang'd into a King, the 
Officers into Nobles, the Council of War 
nto a Council of State, and the Body of 
the Soldiery itſelf into a general Aſſembly 
of all the Freemen. A principal Share of 
the Conqueſts, as it had been of the Spoils, 
wasFreely allotted to the Prince, and the 
ft by him diſtributed according to Rank 
ind Merit among his Troops and Followers, 
nder certain Conditions agreeable to the 
laxen Cuſtoms. Hence the different Te- 
zures, and the Services founded upon them; 
hence the Vaſſallage, or rather Servitude of 
the conquer'd, who were oblig'd to Till 
the Lands which they had loſt, for the 
Conquerors who had gain'd them, or at 
beſt, to hold them of thoſe new Proprietors 
on ſuch hard and flaviſh Terms, as they 
thought fir to impoſe. Hence likewiſe, 
tie Riches of the Clergy, and their early 
Authority in the State : for thoſe People 
being ignorant and fuperſtitious in the ſame 
zu Degree, and heated with the Zeal of a new 
w, Converiion, thought they cou'd not do too 
eſt nuch for their Teachers, but with a con- 
ny lderable Share of the conquer'd Lands, 


o- Wl emitted them co a large Participation of 
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Dominion itſelt. Thus, without any 
ſettled Deſign or ſpeculative Skill, this Con. 
ſtitution in a manner form'd itſelf ; ang 
perhaps it was 7he better for that Reaſon, 
as there was more of Nature in it, and line 
of political Myſtery, which wherever fi 
prevails, is the Bane of publick Good, 4 
Government ſo eftabliſh'd, cou'd admit ot 
no Pretence of a ſuperior Nature in the 
Perſon of a King, or an unalterable Right 
in the Succeſſion. It cou'd never come into 
the Heads of ſuch a People, that they were 
to ſubmit to a bad Adminiſtration for Con- 
{ſcience fake; or, that their Liberties were 
not every Way as ſacred as the Prerogative 
of their Prince. They cou'd never be 
brought to underſtand, that there was fuch 
a thing as Reaſon of State diſtinct from 
the common Reaſon of Mankind ; much 
leſs, wou'd they allow pernicious Meaſures 
ro paſs unqueſtion'd, or unpuniſn'd, under 
the ridicutous Sanction of that Name, 
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LETTER LXI. 


SELIM to M1RZA. 


Gave thee in my laſt a ſhort Account 
of the firſt Riſe and Conſtrvction of the 
daron Government, on very plain and ſim- 
ple Foundations. It was a mix'd State, and 
conſequently limited, but the Limitations 
were not well aſcertain'd: The different 
Powers that compos'd it, were mutual] 

Checks upon each other ; but to what De- 
eree thoſe Reſtraints were to be exercis'd, 


a not always ſufficiently appear. The 
n Wl Nobles found the King too imperious, and 


Commons had Rights and Privileges, but 
vith Iittle Ability to make them good, 
uleſs when particular Conjunctures ſupply'd 
them with an extraordinary Force. The 
Clergy aw'd alike both King and Nobles, 
u once protecting the Commons, and op- 
preſſing them: They protected them for 
tier own Intereſt againſt the Crown upon 
certain Occaſions ; but oppreſt them with 
Infinite Exactions, and a Denial of all 
Juſtice againſt themſelves. In this State the 
bwyernment continued for a conſiderable 
Length of Time, till the Wiſdom of two 

or 


the King the Nobles too incroaching; the 


_ Intereſts were much neglected, and the fl. 
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or three great Kings corrected many of jy 
Errors, and brought the whole Machige 
into better Order; but the violent Invagy; 
of che Danes, and mach more that of the 
Normans, like a foreign Weight roughly 
laid upon the Springs, diſturb'd and ob. 
ſtructed its proper Motions : Yet by De. 
rees, it recover'd itſelf again; and hoy 
111 ſoever the Saxon People might be trear. 
ed, under the Notion of a Conqueſt, de: 
Saxon Conſtitution was unſubdued. Ter 
new Comers reliſh'd Slavery no better thin WM 
the old Inhabitants, and gladly join'd with WM © 
them upon a Senſe of mutual Intereſt, to WM !! 
force a Confirmation of their Freedom and 
the ancient Laws. Indeed, there was ſo 
great a Conformity between the Govern: 
ment of Nermandy and that of, England, 
the Cuſtoms of both Nations were ſo much 
the ſame, that unleſs the Normans by con- 
quering, this Iſland had Jeſt their original 
Rights, and fought on Purpoſe to degrade 
themſelves and their Poſterity, it was im. 

ſible their Kings cou'd have a Right to 
abſolute Power. When therefore they at- 
tempted to aſſume it, they were vigorouſly 
oppos'd. Civii Wars enſu'd, which ended 
to the Diſadvantage of the Crown; but tat 
Misfortune was, that in all theſe Struggles, 
the Nobles treated for the People, not the 
People for ibemfelves; and therefore tat 


th 


Vantage 


Perſian in ENGLAND, &c. 187 


yantages gain'd by the Nobles grew as 
heavy a Burthen to them as the very Powers 
they had taken from the King. Ir then 
became the Intereſt of the King to raiſe 
the People in Oppolition to the Nobility ; 
and they felt the Effects of this Jealouſy, 
far more to their Advantage than they had 
done the Friendſhip of the Nobles; for in 
Proceſs of Time, they grew a Match for 
them and the Crown itſelf ; by which hap- 
py Alteration in their Circumſtances, the 
whole Frame of the Government was 
chang'd, and a new Ballance of Power 
introduc'd, better pois'd than it ever was 
before. Yet many principal Cauſes that 
brought about this great Revolution were 
purely accidental, and the Conſequences 
of them unforeſeen by thoſe who laid 
them; ſo great a Share has Fortune in 
the Events which are generally attributed 
to Policy. 


Toni + r r ,nur 


LETTER LE XII. 
SELIM fo MnrRzZaA. 


HOU wilt be ſurpriz'd to hear that 
the Period when the Eugliſb Nation 
enoy'd the greateſt Happineſs was under 
tix Influence of @ Women. As much as 
I we 


— 
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we Perſiaus ſhou'd deſpiſe a female Ruler. 
it was not till the Reign of Queen IIa 
that this Government came to an equi 
Ballance, which is the true Perfection of 
It. 

To fhew what this happy Situation was 
it will be neceſſary to give thee ſome Idea 
of what Parliaments had been til! ber 
Time. 

Taz Aſſembly of the People under the 
Saxons, was more properly a Diet than 4 
Parliament. All the Freemen had a Rig 
to be preſent there; but how far they had 
to Vole in it, is uncertain, It is probable, 
that in moſt Affairs they were determin'd 
by the Advice and Authority of the prin- 
cipal or leading Men. 

AFTER the Invaſion of the Normans, 
theſe Aſſemblies ſeldom met, and by De. 
grees, wholly loſt their former Shape : The 
Commons were no longer preſent in them; 
and when afterwards they came thithet by 
Deputation, (not promiſcuouſly, as before, 
the People were no great Gainers by |t; 
for the whole Strength of the Government 
reſided in the Barons and the Clerzy, wid 
did what they pleas'd in all Affairs. Tis 
Proceedings of the Commons cou'd not de 
free in their Repreſentative Body, while the 
were fecble and oppreſt in their Co 
The Laws of Vaſſallage, and the Immuſt 
ties of the Church hung heavy upon them, 


2nd 
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and hinder'd them from acting with any 
Vigour. Without the Nobles or Clergy 
on their Side, they durſt rctuſe nothing to 
the Crown, and fo ſtrong was their Depen- 
dancy upon them, that we find in molt of 
the Civil Wars, they blindly follow'd the 
Paſlions of both, and made or unmade 
be as they directed. But in retuen for 
their Services they got their Liberties con- 
firm "i and many ot their Grievances re- 
dreſt; they reveng'd themſelves on the 
Miniſters that oppreſt them, and obtain'd 
good Laws for the Common wealth. Nor 
indeed, did any Parliament, /reely chaſen, 
ever conſent to eſtabliſh Slavery by Law, 
but their Rights continued always wnre- 
jrated, though weakly maintain'd. 

Jvc nu was the Condition of the Houſe 
of Commons for many Centuries, and that 
it was not able to ſupport itſelf at all under 
fo many Diſadvantages, ſhews a great 
— Strength in its Conſtitution. That 

rength was exerted by Degrees; its 
Frwiseges were confiderabliy enlarg'd, and 
it became in Fact, as well as Name, a third 


Part of the Legiſlature. The Laws of 


Vaſſallage were broken through; the 
Eſtates of the Nobles were made alienables 3 
the Weight of Property was transferr'd to 


the Side of the People. Many Accidents | 


concurr'd to the ſame Effect. A Refor- 
mation in Religion was begun, by which 
12 _ that 
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that tnighty Fabrick of Church Power, 
erected on the Ruins of publick Liberty, 
and adorn'd with the Spoils of the Crown 
itſelf, was happily attackt and overturc'd. 
The immenſe Poſſeſſions of the Clergy 
were taken away, and moſt of them he. 
ſtow'd upon the Commons. They had noy 
the greateſt Share of the Lands of England, 
and a ſtill greater Treafire in their Com. 
merce, which they were beginning to ex- 
tend and improve. Their Riches ſecure; 
their Independancy ; the Clergy fear'd them, 
and the Nobles cou'd not hurt them, jn 
this State, Queen Elizabeth found the Parlia. 
ment The Lords and Commons were nigh 


upon a Level, and the Church in a decent 


Subordination. She had Skill enough to 
give to each its proper Weight, and yet 
keep her own Authoricy entire : She was the 
Head of this well-proportion'd Body, and 
ſupream)y directed all its Motions. Thus, 
what in mix'd Forms of Government ſel. 
dom happens there was; no Conteſt for 
Power in the Legiſlature ; becauſe no part 
was ſo high as to be uncontrouPd, or {o 
low as to be oppreſt. The great End ol 


Government was attain'd in the Satisfaction 


of the People, and every other Happanels 
follow'd that, as every Misfortune and 


Diſgrace 1s ſure to attend on their Diſcon- 


rent. 
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LETTER LAH 


SELIM to MIRZA. f 


ENDED my laſt Letter with the 
Felicity of Elizabeth's Reign: Very 
diiferent was that of her Succeſſor James 
the Firſt : for his Character and Conduct 
were the reverſe of hers. He endeavour'd 
to break the Ballance of the Government 
by her ſo wiſely fixt; and begun a Struggle 
tor Power with his People, without one 
| Quality that cou'd render him capable of 
| going through with it to his Advantage : 
| He had neither Courage, Ability, nor Ad- 
| dreſs: He was contemn'd both at Home 
and Abroad; his very Favourites did not 
love him, though he ſacrificed every thing to 
them : Yet by the ſingle Force of Luxury, 
| he ſo weaken'd the Spirit of the Nation, 
| that he made great Advances towards 
| ciecting the Point he aim'd at, viz. ren- 
dering himſelf abſolute : And that he did 
| not compleat it, was rather owing to the 
Invigence to which he had reduc'd himſelf, 
nd want of perional Reſolution, than any 
Dificulties he met with. The Clergy, 
om he corrupted among the reſt, were 
very alliſtant to him, by preaching up 
14 Notions 
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Notions which they ſeem to have borrow! 
from our Religion, of a Right Divine in 
Kings, and other ſuch Mahometan Tenets, 
that had never been heard of in this Coun. 
try. And they were reciprocally aſſiſted hy 
the King in the Introduction of certain Ce. 
remonies, of little uſe but to encreaſe their 
own Authority* But there were many who 
diſliked theſe Innovations, and their Oppoſi- 
tion hinder'd them from ſpreading quite ſo 
far as the Court deſir'd. Theſe obſtinate Pro- 
teſtants and Patriots were branded with the 
Name of Puritans, and much hatcd by James, 
and Charles his Son, who upon the Deccaſe 
of the former, ſucceeded to his Kingdoms 
and Deſigns. He had many better Quali- 
ties then his Father, but as wrong a Judg- 
ment, and greater Obſtinacy. He carried 
his Affection for the Clergy, and Abhor- 
rence of the Puritans, to an Excels of B.- 
gottry and Rage. He agreed fo ill with 
nis Parliaments, that he ſoon grew weary 
of them, and reſolv'd to be troubled with 
no more: None were calPd for ſeve- 
ral Years together, and all that time tte 
govern'd as deſpotically as the 6:76! ol 
Perſia. The Laws were either open) i- 
fring'd, or explain'd in the Manner he 
directed: He levied Money upon his Sub- 
jects againſt Privileges expreſly conlirm'd 
by bimfelf, In ſhort, his Paſſiorf tor Power 
might have bccn fully gratified, if bis more 

prevallirg 
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prevailing one to Bigottry had not engag' d 
him in a ſenſeleſs Undertaking, of forcing. 
the ſame Form of Worſhip upon his Sub- 


jects in Scotland, as he had declar'd himſelf 


ſo warmly for in England. It is ſafer to 
attack Men in their Civil Rights, than their 
Religious Opinions: The Scots, who had 
acquies'd under Tyranny, took up Arms 
againſt Perſecution. Their Inſurrection made 
it neceſſary to call a Parliament; it met, 
but was inſtantly diſſolv'd by the intem- 
perate Folly of the Court, All Hopes of 
of better Mcaſures were put an End to, 
by this laſt Provocation. The Scots march- 
ed into Expland, and were receiv'd by the 
Engliſh, not as Enemies, but as Brothers and 
Allies : The King, unable to oppole them, 
was compell'd to ask the Aid of another Par- 
liament. A Parliament met, inflam'd with: 
the Oppreſſions of fifteen Years : The prin- 
cipal Members of it were Men whom the 
Neceflity and Danger of the Times had 
render'd equally able and determin'd - 
They reſolv'd to make uſe of the Oppor- 
tunity to redreſs their Grievances, and ſe- 
cure their Liberty; the King granted ever 
thing that was neceffary to either of thoſe 
Ends; but what perhaps was really Con- 
ceſſion, had the Appearance of Conſtraipt, 
and therefore gain'd neither Gratitude nor 
Confidence: The Nation cou'd no longer 
trult the King, or if it might, particular 
14 Men 
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Men cou'd not, and the Support of thoſe 
particular Men was become a National 
Concern : They had expos'd themſelves b 
ſerving the Publick ; the Publick therefore 
judg*d that it was bound in Juſtice to de- 
tend them. Nor indeed was it poſſible, 
when the Work of Reformation was begun, 
to keep People who were fore with the Re. 
membrance of Injuries receiv'd, within the 
Bounds of a proper Moderation. Such 
a Sobriety is much caſier in Speculation than 
it ever was in Practiſe. Thus partly for 
the Safety of their Leaders, and partly from 
a Jealouſy of his Intentions, the Parliament 
crew. the Sword againſt the King : But the 
Sword when drawn, was no longer theirs, | 
it was quickly turn'd againſt them by 
thoſe to whoſe Hands they truſted it : 
The honeſteſt and wiſeſt of both Parties 
were out-witted and over-power'd by Vil- 
lains : Yhe King periſh'd, and the Conlti- 
tution periſh*d with him. 

A PRIVATE Man, whoſe Genius was 
call'd forth by the Troubles of his Coun- 
try, and form'd in the Exerciſe of Faction, 
uſurp'd the Governmant. His Character 
was as extraordinary as bis Fortune: He 
was Enthuſiaſt enough to be agrecable 
to the Humour of the Times; and yet ſen- 
ſible enough to govern his Enthuſiaſm 
by the Rules of Prudence. He trampl'd 


on the Laws of the Nation, but he 970 
the 


Perſian in ENGLAND, Sc. 195 


the Glory of it; and it is hard to fay 
which he deſerv'd moſt, a Halter or a 
Crown. 

Ar his Death, (which was a natural 
one in his height of Power) all Order was 
loſt in the State: Various T yrannies were 
ſet up, and deſtroy*d each other; but all 
ſhew'd a Republick to be impracticable. 
At laſt, the Nation growing weary of ſuch 
wild Confuſion, agreed to recall the ba- 
niſh'd Son of their murder'd King, and 
reſtor'd him without any Limitations, even 
ſuch as had been legally obtain'd before the 
Troubles. Thus the Fruits of a tedious 
Civil War were lightly and wantonly 
thrown away, by too haſty a Paſſion for 
Repoſe. The Conſtitution reviv'd indeed 
again, but revived as fickly as beſore: The 
il! Humours which ought to have been 
purg'd away by the violent Remedies that 
had been us'd, continu'd as prevalent. as 
ever, and naturally broke out. in the. fame 
Diſtempers. The King wanted to. ſet him- 
ſelf above the Law; wicked Men encou- 
rag'd this Diſpoſition, and many good 
Men were weak enough to comply with 
it, out of Averſion to thoſe Principles of 


Reſiſtance which they had ſeen fo fatally 
abus d. 


13 2 PET. 


196 LETTERS from 4 
$4++4 4 $$ 5444-44-44 435 4444 
LETTER UXIV. 


SLIEM fo M1IRzZza. 


HE Methods purfued by. Charles the 
ſecond, in the Conduct of his Go- 
vernment, were in many Reſpects diffe- 
rent from his Father's, though the Purpoſe 
of both was much the fame. The Father 
always Bully'd his Parliaments ; the Son 
endeavour'd ro Corrupt them: The Father 
obſtinately refus'd to change his Miniſters, 
becauſe he really eſteem'd them as honeſt 
Men: The Son very eaſily chang'd bis, 
becauſe he thought they were all alike dif. 
honeſt, and that his Deſigns might as well 
be carried on by one Anave as by another: 
The Father was a Tool of the Clergy, 
and a Perſecutor, out of Zeal for his Re- 
ligion.; The Son was quite indifferent to 
Religion, but ſerved the Paſſions of his 
Clergy againſt their Enemies from Motives 
of Policy: The Father deſir'd to be ab- 
ſolute at Home, but to make the Nation 
reſpectable Abroad; The Son aſſiſted the 
King of France in his Invaſions on the Li- 
berties of Europe, that by his Help he 
might maſter thoſe of Exgland: Nay, he was 
even a Penſioner to France, and by fo vile 
a Proſtitution of his Dignity, ſet an Ex- 
ample to the Nobility of his Realm, 3 
c 
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ſell -their Honour likewiſe for a Penſion ; an 
Example, the ill Effects of which have 
been felt too ſenſibly ever ſince. 

T'aus, a Conduct the moſt infamous 
to the Prince, was alſo the moſt dangerous 
to the People, and Oppreſſion was fo much 
the more heavy, as it was not gilded with 
any outward Luſtre. : 

YET with all theſe Vices and Imper- 
ſections in the Character of Charles the 
ſecond, there was ſomething fo bewitching 
in his Behaviour, that the Charms of it 
prevail'd on many to connive at the Faults 
of his Government : And indeed, nothin 
is ſo hurtful ro a Country, which has 'Li- 
berties to defend, as a Prince who knows 
how at the ſame time to make himſelf 
deſpotick and agreeable: This was emigent- 
ly the Talent of Charles the ſecond, and 
what is moſt ſurpriſing, he poſſeſt it with- 
out any great Depth of Underſtanding, 

Boer the principal Inſtrument of his 
back Intentions, was a general Depravity of 
Manners, with which he took Pains to in- 
fect his Court, and they the Nation. All 
Virtve, both publick and private, were 
openly ridicul'd; and none were allow'd 
to have any Talents for Wit or Bulineſs, 

Wao pretended to any Senſe of Honour, or 
Regard to Decency. 

Tu King made great Uſe of theſe 
new Notions, and they prov'd very per- 
nicious 
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nicious to the Freedom, as well as Morals 
of his Subjects: But an Indolence natural 
to his Temper, was ſome Check to his 
Deſigns; and fond as he was of arbitrary 
Power, he did not purſue it any further, than 
was conſiſtent with his Pleaſure and BR epoſe, 

Id the following Reign, the Evil ti! 
encreaſt, as it had becn juſtly apprehended, 

The Spirit of Bigo/try was added to the 
Spirit of Tyranny, and an emeypriſing 
Temper to a weak Underſtanding: A 
Change of Religion was attempted as well 
as of Goverament,. which rouz'd thoſe 
whom no Danger to the latter cou'd ever 
have alarm'd, and taught the Preachers of 
Non reſiſtance to Reſiſt, A Revolution was 
evidently neceſſary to ſave the whole, and 
that Neceſſity produc'd one. — 

KING James the ſecond loſt his Crown, 
and the Nation gave it to their Deliverer the 
Prince of Orange: The Government was 
ſettled on a new Foundation, agreeable to 
the ancient Saxon Principles from which it 
had declin'd ; and by a Happineſs peculiar to 
itſelf, grew ſtronger from the Shocks it had 
ſuſtain d. 
<&6 0C® <2 095 56 <0F0C 0,50 0050 

LETTER LXV. 


SELIM fo MI RZA. 


T firſt Advantage gain'd by the 
Engliſh Nation in the change of their 
Govern- 


my 
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Government, was the utter Extinction of 
thoſe vain and empty Phantomes of here- 
fitary inalianable Right, and a Power not 
ſubjeZF to controul, which King James 
the farſt had conjur'd up, to the great 
Diſturbance and Terror of his People. 
With James the ſecond they were expell'd, 
nor can they ever be brought back again 
with any Proſpect of Succeſs, but by hat 
Family alone, which claims from bim: For 
which Reaſon it will eternally be the In- 
tereſt of the People of Fng/and not to ſuf- 
fer ſuch a Claim to prevail; but to main- 
tain an Eſtabliſhment which is founded on 
the Baſis of their Liberty, and infeperably 
connected with it. 

As the Parliament plainly difpos'd of 
the Crown in altering the Succeſſion, the 
Princes who have reign'd fince that time, 
cou'd pretend to none but a Parliamentary 
Title, and the ſame Force as the Legiſla- 
ture cou'd give to that, it alſo gave to the 
Privileges of the Subject. 

Tart Word Loyalty, which had long 
been miſapplied, recover'd its original and 
proper Senſe; it was now underſtood to mean 
no more than a due Obedience to the Autho- 
ity of the King, in Conformity to the Laws, 
inſtead of a bigotted Compliance to the Will 
of the King, in Oppoſition to the Laws. 

How great an Advantage this muſt be, 
vill appear by reflecting on the Miſchiefs 


that 
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that have been brought upon his Country 
in particular, from the wrong Interpreta- 
tion of certain Names. But this is not the 
only Benefit that enſu'd from that happy 
Revolution, The Prerogative of the 
Crown had been till then fo ill defin'd, 
that the full Extent of it was rather ſtopt 
by the Degree of Prudence in the Govern- 
ment, or of /mpatience in the People, than 
by the Letter of the Law: Nay, it ſcem'd 
as if in many Inſtances the Law allow'd a 
Power to the King, entirely deſtructive to 
itſelf. Thus Princes have been often made 
to believe, that what their Subjects com- 


plain'd of as Oppreſſion, was a legal Ex- 


erciſe of their Right; and, no Wonder, if 
in diſputable Points, they decided the 
Queſtion in Favour oftheir own Authority. 
Bur now the Bounds of Prerogative 
were markt out by expreſs Reſtrictions ; 
the Courſe of it became regular and fix'd; 
and cou'd no longer move obliquely to 

the Danger of the general Syſtem. 
Juno wilt therefore obſerve this Dif- 
ference between the Government in the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and the State 
of it fince the Revolution; that E!izav 
choſe to rule by Parliaments, from the 
Goodneis of her Underftanditig z but 
Princes now are forc'd to do fo jrom Ne- 
cefſity , becaule all Expedients ot govern- 
ing without them are maniteſtly impratl: 
caliè 
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table. I will explain this to thee more 
diſtinctly when 1 write again. In the 
mean while, let me a little recall thy 
Thoughts from paſt Events, and the 
Hiftory of England, to the Remembrance 
and Love of thy faithful Selim, who is 
not become ſo much an Eng1/hman as to 
forget his native Perſia, but perpetually 
fighs for his Friends and Country amidſt 


all that engages his Attention in a foreign 
Land. 


ELLE A p. hb 
LETTER LXVI. 


SELIM fo MIR ZA. 


HE ancient Revenues of the Kings 

of England, conſiſted chiefly in a 
arge Demeſn of Lands, and certain Rights 
and Powers reſerv'd to them over the 
Lands held of the Crown; by Means of 
which they ſupported the Royal Dignity 
without the immediate Aſſiſtance of the 
People except upon extraordinary Occa- 
ſions. But in Proceſs of Time, the Ex- 
travagance of Princes, and the Rapaciouſ- 
neſs of Favourites having waſted the beſt 
part of this Eſtate, and their Succeſſors 
endeavouring to repair it by a tyrannical 
Abuſe of thoſe Rights and Powers, _ 
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of them, which were found to be moft 
grievous, were bought off by the Parlia. 
ment, with a fix'd Eſtabliſhment for the 
Maintenance of the Houſhold, compos'd of 
certain Taxes yearly rais'd, and appro- 
priated thereto. 

Bor after the Expulſion of the Stuarts 
the Expence of the Government being 
augmented for the Defence of the Succſlion, 
the Crown was conſtrain'd to apply to 
Parliament, not only for the Maintenance 
of its Houſhold, which was ſettled at the 
beginning of every Reign, and in every 
Reign conſiderably encreaſt , not only for 
extraordinary Supplies, to which End Par- 
liaments anciently were calPd : but for the 
ordinary Service of the Year. 

Trvs a continual Dependance on the 
People became neceſſary to Kings, and 
they were ſo truly the Servants of the Pub- 
lick, that they recciv'd the Mages of it in 
Form, and were oblig'd to the Parliament 
for the Means of exerciſing their Royalty, 
as well as for the Right they had to claim 
it. Nor can this ſalutary Dependance ever 
ceaſe, except the Parliament itſelf ſhou'd 
give it up, by impowering the King to 
raiſe Money without limiting the Sum, or 


fpecifymg the Services, Such Conceſſions are 
abſurd in their ownNature ; for # a Prince 
is afraid to truſt his People with a Power 
of ſupplying his Neceſlities upon a * 

| now. 
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Knowledge of them, the People have no 
Encouragement to truſt their Prince, or 
to ſpeak more properly, his Miniſter, 
with ſo blind and undetermin'd an Au- 
thority. 


222.2.CSSSDITSS4SESSISES 
LETTER LAYIL 


SELIM toMiRzZa. 


N providing for the Maintenance of 


their Kings, the People of England. 


have been bounteous, even beyond what 
cou'd juſtly be expected; and this ſhews 
with what Security a Prince may rely upon 
his Parliament: but they do not ſeem to 
be ſufticiently aware how great an Addition 
of real Wealth accrues to the Crown from 
the Diſpoſal of all Offices and Employments, 
moſt of which it not only may beſtow, 
but reſume again at Pleaſure. 

Is not this very properly a vaſt Eſtate in 
the Poſſeſſion of the King, ſince no Prince 
an Fat and Drink his whole Revenue, 
but muſt lay it out in Gratifications to 
bis Favourites, his Miniſters, and his 
Krvants. Anciently the great Officers of 
tle State, were all of them for Liſe, and 
many of them choſen by the People; 
Thoſe only of the Houſhold were imme- 
diately 
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diately Dependant on the King, and as he 
— them out of his own immediate 
ncome, it was his Intereſt to have as fee 
as was conſiſtent with his Dignity and 
Service. But now, that all the Officers of 
the Commonwealth, both Civil and Mi. 
Iitary, are nominated by the King, and 
Paid by him with the Money of the Publict; 
Now that fo few hold their Places by 
their good Behaviour, or any laſting Tenure 
whatſoever, 1t 1s plainly the Intereſt of 
the Crown, to multiply Offices without 
End, becauſe the Court is the richer for 
all the Money that is laviſhed to maintain 
them, tho' the Publick be impoveriſhed 
and undone. In other Countries, the Profit 
of a Tax 1s diminiſhed by the charge of 
collecting it, but here the Court does in 
effect gain as much upon the produce of 
a Subſidy, by that part of it which goes 
to the Collectors, as by that which comes 
into the Exchequer. 

How can one hope that a Prince ſhould 
be defirous of reducing the National Ex- 
pence, by leſſening the number of Employ- 
ments, when every new Salary that he gives, 
is a new Fund of Wealth at his Diſtaſal 
and the infallible Purchaſe of 4 ve 


Defendant ? 
L EI 


151 


Perſian in ExctanD, Cc. 2035 


OE anna 
LETTER LXVIII. 


SELIM to MIRZ A. 


OU have ſeen in my laſt, that from 
the time of King James's Depoſition, 
annual Meetings of Parliament were become 
neceſſary to the carrying on the Government. 
But for fear the Repreſentatives of the 
People ſhould grow by frequent Commerce, 
and long Habit too intimately acquainted 
with Courts and Miniſters, it was thought 
expedient not long after, to paſs a Law for 
the chuſing a new Parliament, once in every 
three Vears; which Term has been ſince 
prolong'd to ſeven, perhaps upon very 
Foundations; but further than this, it 
would be moſt imprudent for the Nation 
to truſt its Deputies, tho? they were much 
leſs liable than they have ſometimes been, 
to forget what they owe to their Conſti- 
tuents. 

Among other Advantages gain'd to 
Liberty at #bis its happy Reſtoration, a free 
Exercife of their Religion was allowed to 
thoſe who differ from the Rites of the 
Engliſh Church, which has been continued 
and ſecured to them ever ſince, with ſome 
ſhort interruptions, that even the Party 

which 
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which cauſed them, is now aſhamed ov. 
Nor has any thing contributed more than 
this, to the Peace. and Happineſs of the 
Government, by gaining it the Affection 
of all its Subjects, a Point of more impor- 
rance to Soctety, than any ſpeculative 
Opinions whatſoever. 

Tu Act which ſettled the Succeſſion 
of theſe Realms on the Family now 
Reigning, is the laſt and greateſt Bulwark 
of the Britiſh Freedom : It 1s a Covenant 
between the People and their Sovereign, ſo 
much the more Binding and Irrefragable, as 
it is founded on a true Senſe of their 
mutual Intereſts, and admits of no Pretence 
on either ſide, of having been forcibly 
impos'd, or unwarily accepted. 

nis Succeſſion was facilitated and 
ſecured by the Union of Scotland with 
England; and Great-Britain became inh- 
nitely ſtronger, by being undivded and 
entire, 

One Condition of this Union, was the 
admitting ſixteen Scotch Peers, choſen by 
the whole Body of the Peerage, into the 
Engliſh Houſe of Lords, but upon a Tenure 
very different from the reſt, being to lit 
there only for the Duration of the Par- 
liament, at the end of which, a new 
Election muſt be made. If thoſe Election, 
are Uninfluenced and Free, this Alteration in 
the Englib Conſtitution, may prove "y 

muc 
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much to its Advantage, becauſe ſuch a 
number of independant Votes, will balance 
any part of the Houſe of Peers, over which, 
in any future Parliament, the Court may 
have obtain'd too great an Influence; but if 
they ſhou'd ever be choſen by Corruption, 
and have no hopes of fitting there again, 
except by an unconſtitutional Dependance on 
the favour of a Court, then ſuch a number 
added to the others, will grievouſly endanger 
the Conſtitution, and the Houle of Lords, 
inſtead of being, as it ought, a mediating 
Power between the Crown and People, 
will become a ſort of Anti- chamber to the 
Court, a meer Office for Executing and 
Aulboriſing the Purpoſes of a Miniſter. 

I Have now, my Dear MIRZ A, traced 
thee out a general Plan of the Engliſh Con- 
ſtitution, and I believe thou wilt agree 
with me upon the whole, That a better 
tan hardly be contrived, the only Misfortune 
Is, that ſo good a one can hardly be pre- 
ſerved. 

PHILOSOPHERS no doubt, may imagine 
very perfect Schemes of Policy, but then 
they ſhould be adminiſtred by Philoſophers, 
for if they are left to common Men, that 
I deal Perfection is ſoon deſtroyed. We 
have ſeen how. the Iniquity of the Mollas 
has corrupted that moſt holy Form of 
Worſhip, which came down with the Alcoran 
irom Heaven; and if a Form of Govern- 

| ment 
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ment alſo were ſent down, I make 1 
doubt but it would be turn'd into a Ty- 
ranny in the courſe of a few Centuries, 
except the fame wiſdom that eſtabliſhed ip 


it, would alſo take care of its Execution, Ct 
be 
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N former Reigns, when Parliaments 

were laid aſide, for any length of time, WI vi 
the whole Authority of the State was lodged WM cat 
in the Privy Council, by the Advice and thi 
Direction of which, all Affairs were carried 
on. But theſe Counfellors being ch9/en by 
the King and depending on his Favour, 
were too apt to adviſe fuch Things only, 
as they knew would be moſt agreeable ; and 
thus the Intereſts of the Nation were often 
ſacrificed to the Profit and Expectations of 
a few Particulars. Yet ſtill, as on exctraor- 
dinary Occaſions, the King might be forced 
to call a Parliament, the fear of it was {ome 
check to their Proceedings; and a Degree 


of Caution was natural to Men who foreſav no 
they ſhould ſooner or later be called to a but 
account. But let us ſuppoſe, that any his 
farure Prince could wholly Influence 194 bee 


Election of a Parliament, and 1 the 
em 
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Members of it Dependant on bimſelf, what 
would be the Difference between that Par- 
lament and a Privy Counſel? Would it 
ſpeak the Senſe of the Nation, or of the 
Court? Would the Intereſt of the People 
be conſider'd in it, or that of their Repre- 
ſentarives ? They would only differ in this 
reſpect, that one, being accountable to 
no body, might be abſolutely free from all 
Reſtraint, which with the Terror of a 
Parliament hanging over them, the other 
never could, 

This 1s the only imaginable Method, by 
which the Liberty of the Exgliſb Nation 
can be attack'd hereafter z and tho” certainly 
this might bring it into Danger, yet the 
Peril is greater to the Man who ſhall 
make the Attempt : For there 1s a formidable 
Spirit in the People, that may be lulPd, but 
not eaſily laid aſleep; and Corruption itſelf 
may break, when ſwell'd too far. | 

BuT thou wilt ask, to what end ſhould 
a Court do this? Why ſhould a King of 
England go about to deſtroy a Conſtitution, 
the Maintenance of which would render 
him both Great and Happy? 

I REPLY, that a King indeed can have 
no Inducement to make ſuch an Experiment, 
but a Miniſter may find it neceſſary for 
his own Support; and happy would it have 
been for many Countries, if the Maſter's 
Intereſt had been conſider'd by the Servant, 


half 
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half ſo warmly as the Servants by the 
Maſter. 

Ir a Man who travels thro* Haly, was 
to ask, what Advantage all the Riches in 
Religious Houſes, are to the Saints they 
are Dedicated to, it would be impoſſibſe 
to ſatisfie his Demand: But the Prieſt, 
who are really Gainers by them, knoy 
that they pillage the People to good Pur. 
poſe ; and make uſe of a venerable Nan, 
not from any Regard they have to it, 
but to cover and /ecure their own Ex- 
tortion. 


Nele 
LETTER LM. 


SELIM to MIRZEZ A at Ipaban. 


From London. 


Came up from the Country, with the 0 

Gentleman in whoſe Company 1 went * 
down, and as we were now become very * 
well acquainted, the Pleaſure I found in his de 
Converſation, made me leſs ſenſible of the L 
badneſs of the Roads, which elſe I ſhould f 
have murmur'd at extremely, and conſider'd y 


as a Proof of the Diſregard io pullict tþ 
Utility, which ſeems to be growing the 
Characteriſtick of the Engliſh----Ar oy s 
| c 
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End of our Journey, I obſerv'd to him» 
with a good deal of Surprize, in how naked 
and defenceleſs a Condition the whole Iſland 
appear'd to lie: Not a Town that had a 
Wall or Ditch about it; not a Caſtle that 

had a ſingle Cannon mounted; the ver 
Ports and Magazines of naval Stores ſo 
little fortified, as to be liable to an Inſult. — 
don't believe, ſaid I, that there is a Hord 
of Indian Savages ſo incapable of Defence 
as all this Country, were an Enemy got 
within it. None can get within it, an- 
ſwer'd he. —- The Sea which ſurrounds us 
is our Wall, and the moſt impregnable of 
any. If that Wall (return'd I) cannot be 
ford, at leaft it may be ſurpriz'd: The 
Extent of it is too great to be ſo guarded, 
as that no part of it ſhall be open ſome time 
or other. When I conſider the Uncertain- 
ty of your Protection, Iam aſtoniſh'd at 
the fulneſs of your Confidence. Yqu do 
by your Country as by your Women; 
you expoſe it to the Attacks of each In- 
vader, and rely for its Defence on the 
Wind and Sea, a Security no more to be 
depended on, than the Inclinations of a 
Lady. — We have Experience of its Safe- 
ty, anſwer'd he; five or fix ſuch Attempts 
have been made upon us, and not one of 
them ſucceeded. — I ſtill hold to my Com- 
3 1 I, of your Country to your 
omen: Both may have eſcap'd nineteen 
K Attacks, 
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Attacks, and yet be carried at the twen. 
tieth ; eſpecially if we ſhou'd ſuppoſe any 
Concurrence of Paſſions fram within to in- 
vite the Raviſher, or weaken the Reſiſtance, 
But, ſaid he, we have an Army to defend 
us in Caſe of an Invaſion 3 an Army main- 
tain'd in time of Peace, and the beſt agi 
ried of any Troops in Europe that have 
never ſeen an Enemy. 

Tux, ſaid I; but I heard you the other 
Day declare very warmly for reducing 
them. I did fo, anſwer'd he, and do ſo 
ſtill, from a Jealouſy of the uſe that may 
be made of them. They are deſign'd to op- 
poſe a Foreign Enemy, but they may be 
employ'd to Civil Purpoſes as well as Mi 
tary; they may be ſubmitted to the Diſci- 
pline of a Miniſter as well as of a General; 
the very Rewards and Puniſhments which are 
neceſſary for keeping chem in Order, may 
be under a Miniſterial Direction; In ſhort, 
they may be ſo twiſted, turn'd, and chang'd, 
as to become the Troops of the Miniſler, 

not of the State. | 
Ir an Army, ſaid I, be neceſſary for 
your Defence, you ſhou'd take Care that 
no Body may have Power to employ it for 
our Deftruftion : It that Security cannot 
obtain'd, you muſt endeavour to defend 
yourſelves without it, or at leaſt, with as 
ſmall a pt of it as is poſſible, becauſe be 
neareſt Danger is the Great: But give 
me 
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leave to ſay, that were I an Exgliſbman, I 
ſhou'd be terribly uneaſy at ibis Dilemma, 
and wiſh extreamly that ſome Expedient 
cou'd be found to leſſon the Danger on one 
Side, without encreaſing it on the other, 1 
have been told, that in a neighbouring Re- 

blick, numerous Forces are conſtantly 
— up, without any Danger at all to the 
Conſtitution; the ſingle Reaſon of which, 
take to be, that the Republick itſelf is at 
the Head of them, and can't be ſuppos'd to 
employ them againſt 1tJelf : But were another 
Power to Model and Command them, it is 
manifeſt, that a Danger might ariſe. In 
ſuch a Caſe theretore, it ſhou'd ſeem pru- 
dent to lay that Power under proper Limi- 
tations; and methinks, whereſoever it was 
lodg'd, there wou'd be no Caule to oppoſe 
thoſe Limitations, becauſe rhe more /afe 
it can be made, the more durable and eaſy 
it will be. | 

Wu have former Kings of England 
been oblig'd to part with Rights that un- 
deniably belong'd to them, as the ancient 
Prerogatives of their Crown ? Becauſe the 
Uſe of them was dangerous to their Peo- 
ple. Had the dangerous Part of them 
been remov'd, the beneficial might till 
have been retain'd ; but by reſolving to 
give up neither, they loft both. The Ar- 
gument is yet ſtronger, in a Point where 
Prerogative e pretended. 
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I T is therefore the Intereſt of the Ge. 
vernor, as well as of the governed, to make 
whatever 1s neceſary agreeable ; and of all 
Miſtakes in Policy, the greateſt is, to 
confound what is huriful, with what is 
neceſſary. 

FAR be it from me, replied my Friend, 
to deſire to ſee a ſtanding Army made 
agreeable. | | 

I underſtand you, ſaid I, you are afraid 
of the Unpopularity of the Sound: But 
when for want of that Army your Te- 
nants Houſes are burnt about their Ears, 
and the whole Country ravag'd and laid 
waſte, you may . chance to grow Unpopu- 
lar the other Way, and to find that a wel! 
regulated Proviſion for your Safety and 
Defence, is more agreeable than Weak- 
neſs and Deſolation. 

Wuar wou'd you have us do? re- 
lied he warmly. We are liable to be 
E ſo many Ways, that we don't know 
what to avoid, or what to chuſe. The beſt 
Proviſions we can make for our Security, 
may be perverted and applied to our un- 
doing. The Truth is, that no ſingle 
Thing is perfect, and Government leſs 
perfecl than any other, becauſe compos'd 
of ſo many various Parts, and dependant 
en ſo many different Springs. The Love 
of Liberty is attended with Anxieties, which 
Servitude is a Stranger to; but Servitude 
is 
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is attended with a Baſeneſ which our Na- 
ture makes us loath : It may be eaſier to fit 
wietly in Priſon, and ſollicit the good 
Graves of the Jailor; but a generous 
Mind will rather ſtruggle through the Bars, 
let the Pain be what it will, as long as 
there is any Opening left to encourage the 
Attempt, And if Thoſe who defend their 
Liberties are liable to Errors and Mi 
carriages, which give their Enemies a great 
Advantage over them, thoſe Fnemies them- 
ſelves are no leſs liable to Weakneſs and 
Miſmanagement, which often render their 
moſt pernicious Schemes abortive, and turn 


the Miſchief on the Heads of the Con- 


trivers. 
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LETTER LXXI. 


SELIM to MIR ZA at Iaban. 


From London. 


HE other Morning, a Friend of 


mine came to me, and told me, 
with the Air of one who brings an agree- 
a ble Piece of News, that there was a Lady 
who molt paſſionately deſir'd the Pleaſure 
of my Acquaintance, and had commiſſion'd 
him to carry me to ſee her. 1 will 
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not deny to thee, that my Vanity was a 
little flatter'd with this Meſſage: I fancy'd 
ſhe had ſeen me in ſome publick Place, 
and taken a Liking to my Perſon; not 
being able to comprehend what other 
Motive cou'd make her fend for a Man 
the was a Stranger to in ſo free and extra. 
ordinary a Manner. I painted her in my 
own Imagination very young, and very 
handſome, and ſet out with moſt pleaſing 
Expectations, to ſee the Conqueſt I had 
made. But when I arriv'd at the Place of 
Aſſignation, I found a little old Woman 
very dirty, encircled by four or five ſtrange 
Fe lows, one of whom had a Paper in his 
Hand, which he was reading to her with 
all the Emphaſis of an Author, 

My coming in oblig'd him to break 
off, which put him a good deal out of 
Humour; but the Lady, underſtanding 
who I was, receiv'd me with a great deal 
of Satisfaction, and told me, ſhe had long 
had a Curioſity to be acquainted with 4 
Mahometan: For you muſt know (laid 
ſhe) that I have applied myſelf particu- 
larly to the Study of Theology, and by pro- 
found Meditation and Enquiry have form- 
ed a Religion of my own, much better 
than the vulgar one in all Reſpects. I ne- 
ver admit any Body to my Houſe who 1s 
not diftinguiſh'd from the common Herd of 
Chriftians by ſome extraordinary Notion 

in 
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in Divinity: All theſe Gentlemen are emi- 
nently Fleretical, each in a Way peculiar 
to himſelf : They are ſo good to do me 
the Honour of inſtructing me in their ſe- 
veral Points of Faith, and ſubmit their 
Opinions to my Judgment. Thus, Sir, 
have compos'd a private Syſtem, which 
muſt neceſſarily be perfecter than any, be- 
cauſe it is collected out of all; but to com- 
pleat it, I want a little of the Koran, a 
Book which I have heard ſpoken of migh- 
ty handſomely, by many learned Men of 
my Acauaintance : And I aſſure you, Sir, 
I ſhou'd have a very good Opinion of 
Mabomet himſelf, if he was not a little 
too hard upon the Ladies. Be ſo kind 
therefore to initiate me in your Myſteries, 
and you ſhall find me very docile and 
very grateful. 

MaApAu, replied I in great Confufion, 
did not come to England as a Miſſionary, 
and was never vers'd in Religious Diſputa- 
tion. But if a Perſian Tale wou'd enter- 
tain you, I cou'd tell you one, that the 
Eaſtern Ladies are. mighty fond of. 

A Perſian Tale] cry'd the ; Have you 
the Inſolence to offer me a Perſian Tale 
Really, Sir, I am not us'd to be ſo afiront- 
ed; and muſt defire you to come no more 
within theſe Doors, for I have no Letſure 
to throw away upon a Tale-teller. 


8 
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Ar theſe Words, ſhe retir'd into her 
Cloſer, with her whole Train of Mela. 
Phyſicians, and left my Friend and me to 
go away, as unworthy any further Comu- 
nion with her. 5 
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LETTER LXXII. 
SELIM H MIRZ A at Iſpahan, 


From London. 


OU I. DS' T thou know, Mirza, 

the preſent State of Europe? I will 
give it thee in very few Words. — There 
is one Nation in it, which thinks of nothing 
but how to prey upon the others ; while 
the others are entirely taken up with prey- 
ing upon themſelves. There is one Nation 
where Particulars take a Pride in the Glory 
of their Country; while in the others no 
| Glory is conſider'd, but that of raiſing or 
improving a vaſt Eſtate, There 1s one 
Nation which, though able in Negotiation, 


puts its principal Confidence in the Sword, 


while the others truſt wholly to the Pen, 
though incapable of uſing it with Advan- 
tage. There is one Nation which invaria- 
bly purſues à great Plan of general Domini- 
on; While the others are purſuing little 4 
; | tereſts, 
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terefts, through a Labyrinth of Changes and 
Contradiftions, What, Mirza, doſt thou 
think will be the Conſequence ? Is it not 
robable that this Nation will in the End be 
rd of all the reſt, even as all the Reli- 
gions of the Earth muſt at laſt be over 
power'd “ by. that of Mabomet, which is 
ſimple, uniform, and founded upon Force; 
whereas the reſt are rent in Pieces by their 
Diviſions, and weak by the very Frame of 
their Inſtitutions. 
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LETTER LXXIIL 
SELIM to M1RZA at 1ſpahan, 


From London. 


WAS the other Day in a Coffee-houſe, 
where I found a Man declaiming upon 
the preſent. State of Perſia, and ſo warm 
for the Intereſts of Kouli Can, that if ic had 
not been for his Language and his Dreſs, 
I ſhou'd have took him for a Perſian. 
SIR, ſaid I, are you acquainted with 
Kouli Can, that you concern yourſelf thus 
about him? No, ſaid he, I was never out 
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The Mabomerant are taught by the Alcoran, that 


| erg or later all the World will be ſubmitted to their 
W. 
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of England; but 1 love the Perfians for 
being Enemies to the Turks. 

War Hurt have the Turks done you, 
anſwer d I, that you bear ſuch Enmity . 
againſt them ? 

SIR, replied he, I am afraid they ſhou'd 
hurt the Emperor, whoſe Friend I have al- 

wa rd myſelf. 

| enquir'd of a Gentleman that fat by 
me, who this FRIEND OF THE EMPERoOR's$ 
might be, and was told that he was a 
Dancing Maſter in St. Zames's-ſtreet. 

For my Part (ſaid a young Gentle- 
man finely dreſt, that ſtood ſipping a Diſh 
of Tea by the Fire-ſide) I don't care if 
Kouli Kan, and the Great Turk, and all 
the. Perſians and Emperors in Europe were 
at the bottom of the Sea, provided Fari- 
nelli be but ſafe. 

TRE Indifference of this Gentleman 
ſurpriz'd me more than the Importance 
of the other. | 

Ir you are concern'd for Farinelli, ſaid 
a third (who they told me was a Chy- 
miſt) perſuade him to take my Drop, 
and that will ſecure him from the Humi— 
dity of the Englih Air, which may very 
much prejudice his Voice, 

WII I it not alſo make a Man of him 
again, ſaid a Gentleman to the Doctor? 
After the Miracles we have been told it 
has perſorm'd, there is nothing more want: 

ing 
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ing but ſuch @ Cure to compleat its Re- 
putation. 
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SELIM to MIRZ A at Iaban. 


From London. 


FRIEND of mine was talking to 
me ſome Days ago, of the Spirit of 
Enthuſiaſm, which appear'd ſo ſtrongly in 


the firſt Profeſſors of our Religion; and, 


as he pretended, in the Prophet himſelf: 
To that chiefly he aſcrib'd their mighty 
Conqueſts, and obſerv'd, that there needed 
nothing more to render them invincible, 
ſuch a Spirit being conſtantly attended with 
a Contempt of Pleaſure and of Eaſe, of 
Danger and of Pain. —— It, faid he, the 
Enthuſiaſts of this Country in the Reign 
of Charles the firſt, had been united among 
themſelves, like the Arabians under Ma- 
homet and his Succeſlors; I make no Doubt, 
but they might have conquer*d all Europe: 
But unhappily their Enthuſiaſm was direct- 
ed to different Points; ſome were Bigots 
to the Church of England, ſome to Cal- 


vin, ſome” to particular Whimſies of their 


own ; one Set of them run mad for a Re- 
K 6 publick, 
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blick, others were no leſs out of their 
its in the Love of Menarchy ; fo that 

inſtead of making themſelves formidable to 

their Neighbours, they turn'd the Edge ef 
their Fury againſt each other, and de- 
ſtroy'd all Peace and Order here at Home. 

Yet as much as our Anceſtors ſuffer'd then 

by the wrong Direction of their Zeal, I 

wiſh the preſent Age may not ſuffer more 

by. the teta! Want of it among us. There 
is ſo cold and lifeleſs an Unconcern to every 

Thing but a narrow private Intereft ; we 

we little in earneſt about Religion, 

Virtue, Honour, or the Good of our 

Country ; that unleſs ſome Spark of the 

ancient Fire ſhou'd revive, I am afraid we 

ſhall jeſt away our Liberties, and all that 
is ſerious to our Happineſs. If the great 

Mr. Hampden had convers'd with our 

modern Race of Wits, he wou'd have been 

told, that it was a ridiculous Enthuftaſm, to 
trouble himſelf about a triflng Sum of 

Money, becauſe it was rais'd againſt the 

Privileges of the 3 and that he 

might thrive better by Patience and Sub- 
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LETTER LXXV. 


SELIM to MIRZ A at Iſpaban. 


From London. 


HERE is a new Science produc'd 

in Europe of late Years, entirely un- 
known to any former Age, or to any 
other Part of the World, which is call'd 
TxEATY LEARNING. I have been let 
into a general Idea of it, by a very in- 
genious Friend of mine, who has —_— 
a conſiderable Talent in it, having ſerv'd 
an Apprenticeſhip of twenty Years under 
different Maſters in 8 Courts, and 
made, in a Political Senſe, the Tour of 
Europe. He tells me, it is a very exten- 
ſive Study; for not only tbe Rights of 
every Prince, but their Inchnations to the 
Rights of any other are therein ſet forth 
and comprehended. This has branch'd it 
ſelf out into an Infinity of feperate and ſe- 
cret Articles, Engagements, Counter- Engage- 
ments, Memorials, Remonſtrances, Declara- 
tions; all which the learned in this Science 
are requir'd to know perfectly by Heart, 
that they may be ready upon Occaſion to 
apply them, or elude their Application, 
as 
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as the Intereſt of their Maſters ſhall de. 
mand. 

Hx ſhew'd me ten or twelve Volumes 
lately publiſh'd, conſiſting only of the 
Treaties which have been made ſince the 
beginning of this Century, four or five of 
which were quite fill'd with thoſe of 
England. 

v R E, ſaid I, this huge Heap of Ne- 
gociations cou'd never have been employ'd 
about the Buſineſs of this little Spot of 
Earth for ſo ſmall a ſpace of Time as 
thirty Years! No, The Affairs of all 
Europe muſt be ſettled in them, for 1h: 
next Century at leaſt. For the next 
Seſſion of Parliament, anſwer'd he; theſe 
Political Machines are ſeldom mounted to 
go longer than bat Period, without being 
taken to Pieces, or new-wound up. 

Bu T how, fſaidI, cou'd England, which 
is an Iſland, be enough concern'd in what 

fles on the Continent to undergo all this 
Labour in adjuſting i? 

O, replied he, we grew weary of being 
confin'd within ibe narrow Verge of our own 
Intereſts , we thought it lookt more con/i- 
derable to expatiate, and give our Talents 
Room to Play. But this was not the only 
End of our continual and reſtleſs Agita- 
tion: It may frequently be the Intereſt of 
a Miniſter, if he find Things in a Calm, 
to trouble the Waters, and work * 0 
orm 
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Storm about him; if not to perplex and 
confound thoſe above him, yet to embar- 
raſs and intimidate the Competitors or Rivals 
of his Power. "Pp 
PxzRHAPS too, there might be ſtill 
a deeper Motive: Theſe Engagements are 
for the moſt part pretty chargeable z; and 
thoſe who are oblig'd to make them good, 
complain that they are much be poorer for 
them ;, but it is not ſure, that hoſe who form 
them are ſo too. a 
As far, ſaid I, as my little Obſervation 
can enable me to judge of theſe Affairs, the 
multiplicity of your Treaties is as hurtful 
as the multiplicity of your Laws. In Aſia, 
a few plain Words are found ſufficient to 
ſettle the Differences of Particulars in a 
State, or of one State with another ; but 
here you run into Volumes upon both; and 
what is the Effect of it? Why after great 
Trouble and great Expence, you are as far 
from a Deciſion as before; nay, often more 
puzzled and confounded. The only Di- 
ſtinction ſeems to be, that in your Law 
Suits, perplexing as they are, there is at 
laſt, a Rule of Equity to reſort to; but in 
the other Diſputes, the laſt Appeal is to 
the Iniquitous Rule of Force, and Princes 
treat by the Mouths of beir great Guns, 
whick ſoon demoliſh all the Paper on both 
Sides, and tear to Pieces every Cobweb of 
Negociation. ER 
L E T- 
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LETTER LXXVI. 


SELIM fo MIRZ A at Tſhahan, 


From London 


WAS lately at a Tavern with a Set of 
Company very oddly put together : 
There was a Country Gentleman, a Man 
ol honeſt Principles, but extreamly a Bigot 
to his Religion, which was that of the 
Church of Rome; there was a Lawyer, 
who was moderate enough in Matters of 
Belief, but zealous in the Cauſe of Civil 
Liberty; there was a Courtier who ſeem'd 
not to believe any thing, and to be angry 
with every Body that did. 

Tuis laſt, very rudely attackt the 
Faith of the poor Country Gentleman, and 


laid open to him the Frauds of the Roman 


Prieſthood, who by flow, but regular De- 
grees, had erected ſuch a Tyranny over 
the Minds and Spirits of the People, thar 
nothing was too groſs for them to impoſe, 
or too arrogant to aſſume. He ſet forth 
the vaſt Difference between a Biſhop in the 


Primitive Ages of Chriſtianity, who was 4 


Receiver of Charities for the Poor, and a 
Pope, with a tripple Crown upon his Head, 


and 


'\ 
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and half the Wealth of Chriſtendom in his 
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Treaſury. He lamented the Simplicity of 


thoſe, who without looking back to the 
Original of Things, imagine that all is 
Right which they find Eſtabliſb'd; and 
miſtake the Corruptions of a Syſtem for the 
Syſtem itſelf ; He inveigh'd againſt the Pu- 
ſillanimity of others, who though they ſee 
the Corruptions, and deteſt them, yet ſuffer 
them to continue un-reform*d, only becauſe 
they have been tolerated ſo long; as if any 
Evil was leſs dangerous, by being grown 
Habitual. 

H x concluded, by declaiming very clo- 
quently on the Uſe and Advantage of Free 
Thinking, that is, of doubting and examin- 
ing every Article propos'd to our Belief, 
which alone cou'd detect theſe Impoſitions, 
2 confound the ill Purpoſes of their Au- 
thors. 

His Antagoniſt had little to reply; 
but intrench'd himſelf in the Neceſſity of 
ſubmitting to the Authority of the Church, 
and the Danger of allowing private Fudg- 
ment, to call in Queſtion her Deciſions. 

Tux Diſpute wou'd have been turn'd 
into a Quarrel by the Zeal of one, and the 
Aſperity of the other, had not the Lawyer 
very ſeaſonably interpos'd, who, addreſſing 
himſelf to the Advocate for Freedom, de- 
ſir d to know, whether Liberty in Temporals 
was not at leaſt as important to Mankind, 

as 
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as Liberty in Spirituals? How then comes 
it, that you who are ſo warm for the 
Maintenance of the Left, are fo notoriouſly | 
indifferent to the Firſt? To what ſhall we 
aſcribe the mighty Difference between your 
Poli TIA and Reriicious Fairtn ? and 
whence is it that the former is fo eaſy, and 
the latter ſo® intraftable? Can thoſe who 
are thus quickſighted in the Frauds of Es- 
cleſiaſtical Dominion, ſee no juggling at all 
in their Civil Rulers ? Are the Impoſition; 
leſs glaring or more tolerable, which they 
both acquieſce in and ſupport, than thoſe 
which they ſo violently oppoſe ? Let us take 
the very Inſtance you have given. ls 
a Pope more unlike to a Chriſtian Biſhop, than 
a fole Miniſter to an Officer of a free Staie 
If you look back to the Original of Things, 
what Traces will you find of ſuch an Office? 
In what ancient Conſtitution can you diſco- 
ver the Foundations of fuch a Power? Is 
not this a moſt manifeſt Corruption, growing 
out of ten thouſand Corruptions, and natu- 
rally productive of ten thouſand more, If 
you ſay theſe are Myſteries of State, and v 
therefore not to be examin'd; J am ſure the b. 
Myfterie« you attack, have at leaſt a good a 
Title to your Reſpect; and leſs Miſchit! 
will attend on their remaining not ſubject to 
Enquiry, #”- 
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On will you borrow the Arguments of 
your Adverſary, and plead the Neceſſity of 
Submiſſion, and the Danger of ſetting up 
Reaſon againſt Authority. If ſo, I wou'd 
only put you in Mind, that 4 Authority 
flows from Reaſon, and ought to loſe its 
Force in Proportion as it deviates from its 
Source. 

Ir is a Jeft to ſay, that Mankind can- 
not be govern'd without 7heſe Impoſitions ; 
they were govern'd happily before zbeſe 
were invented, much more happily than 
they have been ever ſince: As well 
may it be faid, that Chriſtian Piety, which 
was eſtabliſn'd in Plain-dealing and Sim- 
plicity, muſt be ſupported by the Knavery 
and Pageantry introduc'd of late Ages by 
the Church of Rome. But the Truth 1s, 
that moſt Men do in the State, juſt what 
you complain of in Religion ; they maintain 
Abuſes by Preſcription, and make the bad 
Condition Things are in, an Argument for 
letting them grow * 

don't know, ſaid I, interrupting him, 
whether the Gentleman is not rather too 
bold in carrying his Doubts ſo far into 
Religion; perhaps he wou'd do better to 
ſubmit; at leaſt we Mabometans are fo 
taught. But this I am ſure of, that a blind 
Confidence in temporal Affairs, agrees very 
i with Doubt in Spirituals. A free En- 
quirer into Points of Speculation, ſhou'd 
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beyond all others be aſham'd of a tame 
Compliance in Points of Action. 

Tur wnthinking may be paſſive from 
Deluſion, or at leaſt from Inadvertency; 
but the greateſt Monſter and worſt Criminal 
in Society, is a FREE-THING-SLAVE. 


OLE ELECT EEE agg 
LEITER LEASVIT 


SELIM to M1RZA at Iſpaban. 


From London. 


VERY Nation has ſome peculiar 
Excellence, by which it is diſtinguiſh'd 


trom its Neighbours, and of which without 


Vanity it may boaſt: Thus Haly produces 
the fineſt Singers, England the ſtouteſt 
Boxers, Germany the profoundeſt «Theol:- 
gians ; and France is incomparable for its 
Cooks. This laſt Advantage carries the 
Palm fromall the reſt, and that Nation has 
great Reafon to be proud of it, as a Talent 
of univerſal Currency; and for which all 
other Countries do them Homage : On 
this ſingle Perfection depends the Pleaſure, 
the Magnificence, the Pride, nay the Repu- 
tation of every Court in Europe: Without 
a good French Cook there is no Embaſſado! 
can poſſibly do his Maſter's Buſineſs ; 10 

Secretary 


—— — ee 


Perſian in ExOLAN D, &c. 231 


Secretary of State can hold his Office, no 
Man of Quality can ſupport his Rank and 
Dignity. A Friend of mine who frequently 
has the honour to Dine at the Tables of 
the Great, for which he pays no higher 
price than his Vote in Parliament, has ſome- 
times obliged me with the Bill of Fare, 
and (as near as he cou'd) an Eſtimate of 
the Charge which theſe genteel Entertain- 
ments are attended with. I told him, that 
their Dinners put me in mind of what [ 
had heard about their Politicks: They are 
Artificial, Unſubſtantial, and Unwholſome, 
but at the ſame time moſt ruinouſiy Expenſive. 
Sure, ſaid I, your Great Men muſt have 
Digeſtions prodigiouſly ſharp and ſtrong, to 
carry off ſuch a load of various Meats as 
are ſerv'd up to them every Day! They 
muſt not only be made with Heads and 
Hearts, but with Stomachs very different 
from other People 

Nor in the leaſt, anſwered he They 
ſeldom touch any of the Dainties that are 
before them: Thoſe Dainties, like the 
Women in your Seraglio's, are more 1n- 
tended for Ornament than Uſe, There is 
| always a plain Diſh ſet in a Corner, a 
© Wl homely joint of Engl Beef or Mutton, 
a which the Maſter of the Feaſt makes 
his Dinner, and two or three choice Friends, 
who are allowed to have a Cut with him, 
7 but of ſpecial Grace and Favour, while ma 
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reſt are languiſhing in vain for ſuch a Hap. 
pineſs, and piddling upon Ortolans and 
Truffles. 

I nave ſeen a poor Country Gentleman 
ſit down to one of theſe fine Dinners, with 
an extream diſlike to the French Cookery ; 
yet, for tear of being counted Unpolite, not 
daring to refuſe any thing that was offer'd 
him 3 but cramming and ſweating with the 
ſtruggle between his Averſion and Civility. 

Wary then, ſaid I, this continual Extra- 
vagance ? Why this number of Victims daily 
ſacrificed to the Dæmon of Luxury? How 
is it worth a Man's while to undo himſelf, WM © 
perhaps to undo his Country, that his Board 
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may be grac'd with Pates of Perigord, MW © 
when his Gueſts had rather have the Fowl n 
from his Barn-door ? Tour compariſon of! L 
the Seraglio will not hold ; for tho' indeed ir 
there is an unneceſſary Variety, yet they are lc 
not all ſerv'd up to us together ; we content ! 
ourſelves with one or tu of 'em at a Meal, 1 
and reſerve the reſt for future Entertainments. 0! 
I concluded, with repeating to him a Story, Wl " 
which is taken out of the Annals of our ! 
Kings. | N. 

Schah ABBas, at the beginning of his f 
Reign, was more luxurious than became | 


ſo great a Prince. One might have judged 
of the vaſtneſs of his Empire, by the Va- 
riety of Diſhes at his Table: Some were 
ſent him from the Tigris and open 
| | other; 
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athers from the Oxus and Caſpian Sea. One 
Day, when he gave a Dinner to his Nobles, 
Ma homes Ali, Keeper of the three 'Tombs, 
was placed next to the beſt Diſh of all 
the Feaſt, out of reſpect for the Sanctity of 
his Office : But inſtead of falling too, and 
ating heartily, as Holy Men are wont to 
do, he fetch'd a diſmal Groan, and fell a 
Weeping. Scbab Abbas, ſurpriz'd at his 
Behaviour, deſir'd him to explain it to the 
Company: He wou'd fain have been ex- 
cus d; bur the Sophi order'd him on pain of 
his Diſpleaſure, to acquaint them with the 
cauſe of his Diſorder. 

Know then, ſaid he, O Monarch of the 
Earth, that when I ſaw thy Table cover*d 
in this manner, it brought to my mind a 
Dream, or rather Viſion, which was ſent me 
from the Prophets whom I ſerve: On the 
ſeventh Night of the Moon Rhamazan, 
| was ſleeping under the . fhade of the ſacred 
Tombs, when, methought, the Holy Ravens 
of the Sanctuary bore me up on their Wings 
into the Air, and in a few Moments con- 
veyed me to the loweſt Heaven, where the 


Meſſenger of God, on whom be Peace, was 


litting in his luminous Tribunal, to receive 


Petitions from the Earth. Around bim 


ſtood an infinite throng of Animals, of every 
. and quality, which all join'd in pre- 
erring 2 Complaint againſt thee, Schah 
Abbas, for deſtroying them wantonly and 


tyran- 
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tyrann'cally,beyond what any Neceſſity cou'd 
juſtify, or any natural Appetite demand. 

Ir was alledged by them, that ten or 
twelve of them were often murder'd, to com- 
poſe one Diſh for the niceneſs of thy Palate; 
ſome gave their Tongues only, ſome their 
Bowels, ſome their Fat, and others their 
Brains, or Blood. In ſhort, they declared, 
ſuch conſtant Waſte was made of them, 
that unleſs a ſtop was put to it in time, 
they ſhould periſh entirely by thy Gluttony, 
The Prophet hearing this, bent his Browe, 
and order*d fix Vultures to fetch thee alive 
before him : They inſtantly brought thee 
to his Tribunal, where he commanded thy 
Stomach to be open'd, and examined whether 
it was bigger or more capacious, than thoſe | 
of other Men: When it was found to be 
Juſt of the common ſize, he permitted all 
the Animals to make Repriſals on the Body 
of their Deſtroyer ; But before one in ten 
thouſand cou'd get at thee, every particle 
of it was devoured z; ſo ill-proportion'd 
was the Offender to the Offence. 

T 1s Story made ſuch an Impreſſion on 
the Sophi, that he would not ſuffer above 
one Diſh of Meat to be brought to his 
Table ever after. 
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LETTER LXXVIL 
To IBE RAIN MoLLACar {ſpahar. 


From London. 


ES, holy Mollac, I am more and 

more convinc'd of it; Infidelity is 
certainly attended with a Spirit of Infatua- 
tion. The Prophet hurts the Underſtand- 
ings of all thoſe who refuſe to receive his 
holy Law ; He puniſhes the Hardneſs of 
their Hearts, by the Depravation of their 


Judgments. How can we otherwiſe ac- | 


count fer what I have ſeen ſince my Ar- 
rival among Chriſtians ? 


I Have ſeen a People, whoſe very 


Being depends on Commerce, ſuffer Luxury 
and the heavy Load of Taxes to ruin their 
Manufacturers at home, and turn the Bal- 
lance againſt them in foreign Trade! 

IHA ſeen them Glory in the Great- 


neſs of their Wealth, when they are re- 


duc'd every Year to carry on the Expences 
of the Government, by robbing the very 


Fund which is to caſe them of a Debt of 


Fifty Millions ! | 


L 1 
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I HAvs ſeen them fit out Fleets, aug. 
ment their Forces, expreſs continual Fears 
of an Invaſion ; and all the while hug them- 
ſelves in the Notion of being bleſt with a 
profound and laſting Peace | 

I Have ſeen them wrapt up in fall 
Security, u the flouriſhing State of 
Publick Credit, only becauſe they had a 
prodigious Stock of Paper, which now indeed, 
they circulate as Money ; but which the 
firſt Alarm of a Calamity, may in an In- 
ſtant make meer Paper of again! 

I nave ſeen them conſtantly buſied in 
paſſing Laws for the better Regulation of 
their Police, and never taking any Care of 
their Execution; loudly declaring the 


- _ Abuſes of their Government, and quietly 


allowing them to encreaſe ! _ 

I rave ſeen them diſtreſt for want of 
Hands to carry on their Huſbandry and 
Manufactures, yet permitting ſome thou- 
ſands of able Men to beg about their 
Streets, or breeding up ten times that 
Number to be Lazy, under a Notion of 
being Learned 

I HAvE ſeen them make ſuch a Pro- 
viſion for their Poor, as wou'd relieve all 
their Wants if well applied, and ſuffer a 
third Part of them to Starve from the 
Roguery and Riot of thoſe entruſted with | 
the Care of them ! 


Bur 


_ Perſian in ExciAanD, Ge. 237 

Bur the Greateſt of all the Wonders I 
have ſeen, and which moſt- of all proves 
their Infatuatiion, is that they profeſs To 


MAINTAIN LiBERTY By CoRRUPTION | 
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LETTER LXXVIII. 
S ELI to MiR Z A at Ipaban. 


From London. 


TFELICIT ATE Thee, Mirza, on 
thy new Dignity; I bow myſelf reve- 


rently before thee, not with the Heart of a 


Flatterer, but a Friend : The Favour of 
thy Maſter ſhines upon thee ; he has raisd 
thee to the right Hand of his Throne; 
the Treaſures of Per/ia are committed to 
thy Cuſtody : It thou behaveſt thyſelf ho- 


neſtly and wiſely, I ſhall think thee much 
Greater from thy Advancement; it other- 


wiſe, much Lower than before. Thou 
haſt undertaken a Charge very important to 


thy Prince, and to his People; both are 
equally concern'd in thy Adminiſtration, 


both have equally a Ri 


ght to thy Fidelity. 
If ever thou ſhalt ſe : 4 


other, know, it will end in the Ruin of 


Both, Do not imagine, that thy Maſter. 
2 


will 


] parate their Intereſts, 
if thou ſhalt ſet up the one againſt the 
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will be richer by draining his Subjects of 
their Wealth: Such Gains are irreparable 
Loſſes ; they may ſerve a preſent ſordid 
Purpoſe z but dry up the Sources of Opu- 
lence for Futurity. I wou'd recommend to 
thy Attention and Remembrance; the Say- 
ing of a famous Englih Treaſurer in the 
happy Reign of Queen Erizabeth. I don't: 
love, ſaid that truly able Miniſter, 70 ſee 
the Treaſury feell lite a difemper d Spleen, 
when the other Parts of the State are in a 
Conſumption. Be it thy Care to prevent 
ſuch a Decay; and, to that End, not only 
ſave the Publick all unneceſſary Expence, 
but ſo digeſt and order what is needful, that 
Perplexity may not ſerve to cover Fraud, 
nor Incapacity lurk behind Conſiſion. Ra- 
ther ſubmit to any Difficulty and Difſtreſs 
in the Conduct of thy Miniſtry, than An- 
ticipate the Revenues of the Government 
without an abſolute Neceſſity; for ſuch Ex- 
pedients are a temporary Eaſe, but a per- 
a nent Deſtrattion. | 
Is relieving the People from their 
Taxes, Jet it allo be thy Glory to relieve 
them from 'the infinite Number of Tax 
Gatberers, which, far worſe than the Ju 
or Run Armies, have barraſt and plur- 
der d our poor Country. V. 
As thou art the Diſtributor of the 
Bounties of the Crown, make them the 
Reward of Service and of Merit 3 not the 


Hire 
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Hire of - Paraſites and Flatterers to thy 
Maſter, or thyſelf. But above all, as thou 
art now a Publick Perſon, elevate thy Mind 
beyond any private View, try to enrich 
the Publick before thyſelf and think leſs of 
eſtabliſhing thy Family at the Head of thy 
Country, than of ſetting thy Country act 
the Head of Aſa. 

I thou can'ſt ſteadily perſevere in fuch 
a Conduct, thy Prince will want Thee 
more than Thou doſt Him: It thou buildeſt 
thy Fortune on any ether Baſis, how, high 
ſoever it may rile, it will be tottering from 
the Weakneſs of its Foundation. 

HE alone is a Miniſter of State, whoſe 


Services are neceſſary to the Publick; the | 


| reſt are the Creatures of Caprice, and feel 
their Slavery even in their Power. 


H4$605$$2 022202402022 61972265 
LET TER LEXIS... 
SEL1M to MIRZ A at Iſpaban. 


From London. 


H E virtuous Abdallah is return'd to 
England, after having been abſent _ 
fourteen Moons. I yeſterday reſtor'd to 
him his lovely Zelis, the Wife whom he 

had given me at Cy Departure, and. whom 
. 2 1 
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happen'd to him ſince he lefr us. 
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] had treated like a Siſter. Nothing ever was 
ſo moving as the Scene, when I join'd 
their Hands again, after a Separation, 
which they had fear'd wou'd prove eter- 


nal. The Poſſeſſion of the fineſt Woman 


in the World, could not give me ſo much 
Pleaſure as this Act of Humanity and 
Juſtice: I made two People happy who 
deſerv'd it; and am ſecure of the te Qions 


of them both to the laſt Moment of their 


Lives. When the Tranſports of their 
Joy were a little over, Abdallah gave me 
the following Relation of all that had 


The HISTORY of Abdallah. 


O know that I ſaid from England 
with an Intent to redeem my Father 


from Captivity : As ſoon as I came to 


Malta, I went and threw myſelf at the 
Feet of the Grand Maſter, beſeeching him 
to take the Ranſom I had brought, and 
ſet my Father free. 

H x anſwer*'d me, that the Perſon for 
whom I ſued, was no longer in a Condition 
to be ranſom'd, being condemn'd to die for 
Treaſon the next Day. I was ready to die 
myſelf at this Account; and deſiring to 
know the Particulars of his Offence, was 


- inform'd, that being unable to redeem him- 
ſelf, he was put to the Oar like a common 


Slave, 


— — 
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Slave, without any Regard to his Innocence 
or Age: That during an Engagement with 
a Turkiſh Ship, he had perſuaded the other 
Slaves to quit their Oars, and fight againſt 
the Chriſtians ; but, that being overpower'd, 
he was brought to Malta, and condemn'd 
to be broke upon the Wheel, as an Example; 
to the other Captives in the Gallies: That 
this dreadful Sentence was to be executed 
upon him, the Morning after my. Arrival, 
5 no Ranſom cou'd be accepted for his 

e. 

O Heaven! faid I, did I come fo far 
to no other Purpoſe, but to be Witneſs of 
the Death of my wretched Father, and a 
Death ſo full of Horror? Wou'd the 


Waves of the Sea had ſwallow'd me up, 


before I reach'd this fatal and accurſed 
Shore! O Abderamen! O my Father, what 
avails to thee the Piety of thy Son? How 
ſhall I bear to take my Leave of thee for- 
ever, at our firſt Meeting after an Ab- 
ſence which ſcem'd ſo long? Can I ſtand 
by, and give thee up to Torments, when 

I flatter'd myſelf that I arriv'd to bring 
thee Liberty? Alaſs! my Preſence wi 

only aggravate thy Sufferings, and make 
oe Bitterneſs of Death more inſupporta- 

K. 

Id this Extremity, I offer'd the Grand 
Maſter, not only to pay down all the Ran- 
ſom I promis'd him before, but to yield 

8 L 4 myſelf 


— 
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myſelf a voluntary Slave, and ſerve in the 
Gallies all my Life, if Aderamen's might 


x ſeem*'d touch'd with my Propoſal, 
and inclin'd to pity me; but was told by 
a Jeſuit, who was his Confeſſor, that an 
«Example of Severity was neceſſary ; and 
that he ought to pardon my Father on no 
Terms but renouncing Mahometiſm, and 
turning Cbriſtian. | | 
No, * I, if That is to be the Price of 
a few unhappy Years, better both of us 
ſhou'd periſh than accept them. — But can 
you, ſaid I to the Prieſt, who profeſs an 
olineſs ſuperior to other Men, can you 
obſtruct the Mercy of your Prince, and 
compel him to deftroy a wretched Man, 
whoſe only Crime was the natural Love of 
Liberty ? Is this your Way of making Con- 
verts to your Faith, by the Terror of Racks 
and Wheels, inſtead of Reaſon? ——- 
My Reproaches ſignify'd 5 but to 
incenſe him, and I quitted the Palace in 
Deſpair. I was going to the Priſon to ſee 
my Father, for the firſt and laſt Time, when 

a Turkiſh Slave accoſted me, and bade me 
follow him. I refuſed to do it, but he 
aſſured me it was of Moment to the Life of 
 Abderamen. I follow'd him, and he led me 
by a Back-way to a Woman's Apartment 
in the Palace. I continued there till paſt 
Midnight without ſeeing anybody, in Agi- 
tations 


Perfian in ExcLanD, Sc. 233 
tations not to be conceiv'd: At laſt there I: 
came to me a Lady richly dreſs'd in the 
Habit of my own Country. After looking 
at me attentively ſome Time, O Abdallah, 
faid the, have you forgot Zoraide, the Siſter 

of Zelis ? 

Trxse Words ſoon brought her to my 
Remembrance, tho* I had nor ſeen her for 
many Tears: I embraced her tenderly, and 
defired to know what Fortune had carry*d 
her to Malta ? 6/8 

I NEED not acquaint you, anfwer'd-ſhe, | 
that I am of one of the beſt Families in 1 
Cyprus, and that I was married young to a | 
rich Merchant of Aleppo. I had by him two 
Children, a Son and Daughter; and liv'd. 
very happily ſome Years, till my Huſband*s 
Buſineſs carrying him to Cyprus, I perſuaded 
him to let me go, and make a Viſit to my f 
Relations in that Iſland. In our Paſſage Aa 
violent Storm aroſe, which drove usWeſtward [ 
beyond the Iſle of Candia ; and before we 
cou'd put into any Harbeur, a Malie 
Pyrate attack'd us, kill'd my Huſband, and | 
carried me to Malta. My Beauty touch'd - } 
the Heart of the Grand Maſter, which is the 
more ſurprizing, as I took no Pains to ſet it 
off; thinking of nothing but the Loſs I had 
ſuſtain'd: He bought me of the Knight 
whoſe Prize I was; and I thought it ſome 
Comfort in my Captivity, that I was de- 
liver'd from the Hands on had been ftain'd 

5 | In 
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11 e Blood. The Paſſion of my 
new Lord was ſo exceſſive, that he us'd me 
more like a Princeſs than a Slave. He cou'd 
deny me nothing that I aſk'd him, and was 
ſo liberal,- that he never approach'd me 
without a Preſent. You ſee the Pomp and 
Magnificence in which I live; myWealth is 
great, and my Power in this Place ſuperior 
to any-body's. Hear then, Abdallab, what 
my Friendſhip has done. for you, and re- 
member the Obligation you have to me. I 
have employ'd all my Intereſt with my 
Lover to ſave the Life of Abderamen : He 
has conſented to it, and moreover, to ſet 
him free upon the Payment of the Ranſom 
you propos'd. But, in Recompence for the 
Aid which I have given 19% you muſt 
iſe to aſſiſt me in an Affair that will, 
bly, be attended with ſome Danger. 
aſſured her, there was nothing I wou'd 
not riſque, to do the Siſter of Zelis any 
You ſhall know, ſaid ſhe, what it is I 
require of you, when the Time comes to put 
it in Execution; till then remain at Malta, 

and wait my Orders, | 

Ar theſe Words ſhe deliver'd to me a 
Pardon under the Seal of the Grand Maſter, 
4 and bid me carry it inſtantly. to my Father; 
I was ſo tranſported that I cou'd not ſtay to 
thank her; 1 ran, I flew to the Priſon of 
 Abderamen, and ſhewing the Order 1 ge 
wit 


ONS VI "SC = = 


— 


Dungeon where he lay. ; 
TH E poor old Man expecting nothing 


but his th, and believing 1 was the 


Officer that came to carry him to the Place 
of Execution, fainted away before I had 
Time to diſcover to him either my Per- 
ſon or my Errand. While he lay in that 
State of Inſenſibility, 1 unbound his Chains, 
and bore him into the open Air, where, 
with a deal of Difficulty he recover'd. 
O my Father! ſaid I ro him (when I per- 


ceived that his Senſes were return'd) do you 
your Son Abdallah, who is come 


not know 
hither to ſave your Life, who has obtain'd 
your Pardon, and redeem'd you from Cap- 


tivity ? — The Surprize of Joy thar ſeiz'd 


him in that Inſtant at my Sight and Words, 


was too ſudden and violent for his Age and 


Weakneſs to ſupport. He ſtruggled ſome 
Time to make an Anſwer; but at laſt, 
ſtraining me in his Arms, and muttering 
ſome half - form'd Sounds, he ſunk down, 
and expired on my Boſom, — | 
Wren I ſaw that he was dead, I loſt all 
Patience, and covering myſelf with Duſt 


bewailed my Folly, in not telling him my 


good Tidings by Degrees. 


By this Time it was bread Day, and 


the whole Town being infortn'd of my Afflic- 
tion, was gather'd about me in great Crowds. 
The Grand Maſter _—_ taking Pity of 

me, 
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with me to his Guards, was admitted to che 
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me, ſent to tell me, that he wou'd permit 
me to bear away my Father's Body to 
Aleppo, and excu — the Ranſom 1 bad 
offer'd, ſince Death had deliver'd him with- 
out it. This Indulgence comforted me x 
little, and I wou'd have em d imme- 
diately for the Levant, if T had not been 
ſtopp'a by my Promiſe to Zoraide. Several 
Days paſs'd without my hearing any News 
of her; I had already hired a {mall Veſſol, 
and put on board the Remains of dera men, 
when late one Night I was waked out of 
my Sleep by Zoraide in the Habit of a Man, 
who told me, _ ſhe was come to claim 
my Promiſe. I aſx'd what ſhe requir'd me 
4 do? To carry me to Aleppo, anſwer'd 
, that I may fee my dear Children once 
* and enrich chan with the Treaſures 
which 1 have gain'd from the Bounty of 
my Lover. Thoſe Treaſures are uſeleſs to 
me without them ; in the midft of all my 
Pomp and outward Pleaſure I am petually 
puny for their Loſs; the Mother's Heart 
1s unſatisfied within, nor will it let me enjoy 
a Moment's Peace, till I am reſtored to 
them in my happy native Land, As ſhe 
ſaid this, he ſhew*dme ſome Bags of Gold, 
and a Caſket fill'd with "Jewels of great 
Value. Part of theſe, continued ſhe, ſhall 
be yours, Ahdallab, , provided y you ſet Sail 
this very Night, and take me along with 
you. The Weather is tempeſtuous, but that 


Cir- 
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Circumſtance will favour my Eſcape; ' and 
I had rather venture to periſh in One 
than live any longer from m y Family. 

Tn Senſe of the Fab I had to 
her made me conſent to do what ſhe defired, 
much more than the Jewels which ſhe pro- 
mis'd me. As I had a Permiſſion from 
the Grand Maſter to go away as foon as I 

ight without 


= ht fit, I put to Sea that | 
indrance, and the Wind blowing hard | 
| # the Shore, in a little while we — out ; 
of ſight of Malla. The Water was ſo rough | 
for two or three Days, that we thought it 
impoſſible our Barque could weather it out; 
but at length the Storm abating, we 
purſued our Voyage with a very fair Wind, 
and arrived ſafe in the Port of Scanderoon. | 
Zornide was tranſported with the Thought | 
of being ſo near Aleppo, and her Children; A 
ſhe embraced me in the moſt affeftionare 
Manner, and ęexpreſs'd a Gratitude: for the 
Service I had done her far beyond what it 
deſerv'd. But how great was her Diſap- 
pointment, and Affliction, when we were 
told by the People of Scanderoon, that the 4 
Plague was at Aleppo, and had deſtroy'd a | 
third Part of the Inhabirants!_ | 
An ! wretched Zoraide, cry'd ſhe weep- f 
„where are now all chy Hopes of bein 
in the Sight of thy two Ohildren? 
, thoſe two Children are no more; 
or, it they Rill live, it is in hourly Expec- 


tation 
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_- - tation of dying with the reſt of their Fellow 
Citizens. Perhaps, at this Moment they 
begin to ſicken, and want the Care of their 
Mother to tend upon them, when they are 
abandon'd by every other Friend. 
Beg thu i _— herſelf with dread- 
| ons, often turning her 
Eyes towards Aleppo, gave herſelf 8 all 
the Agonies of Grief. 

I said every thing I cou'd think of to - 
relieve her, but ſhe wou'd not be com- 
forted. 235 . 

In x next Morning the Servants I had 
put about her, came, and told me, that ſhe 
was not to be found : They alſo brought 
me a Letter which inform'd me, that not 
being able to endure the Uncertainty ſhe was 
in about her Children, ſhe had ſtollen away 


by Night, and was gone to ere to ſhare 
ter Dane with them. Thar it ſhe and 
her Family eſcap'd the Sickneſs, I ſhou'd 
hear from her again ; but that if they died, 
ſhe was reſolved not to ſurvive them. She 
added, that ſhe had left me a Box of 
Diamonds worth two. thouſand Piſtoles, 
being a fourth Part of the Jewels which 
ſhe had brought from Malta by my Aſſiſt- 
You may imagine how ly I was 
affected at 4 323 reſolved 
to ſtay at Scanderoon till I had ſome News 


of ber; notwithſtanding my paſſionate 12 
ire 


ſire to return to Zelis, I had waited five 
Weeks with great Impatience, when we 
receiv'd Accounts that the Infection was 
quite ceas d, and the Commerce with Aleppo 
reſtord again. I immediately went to 
viſit my native Town, but alas! I had little 
Pleaſure in the ſight of it, after fo diſmal 
a Calamity. My firſt Enquiry was about 
Zoraide and her Children. They carried me 
to her Houſe, where I found her Son, a 
Youth of ſixteen, When 1 made myſelf 
known to him he fell a weeping, and told 
me his Mother and Siſter were both dead. 
I very ſincerely join'd with him in his 
Grief, and offer*d to reſtore to- him the 
Jewels ſhe had given me. No, Abdallah, 
ſaid he, I am rich enough in what I inherit 


from my Father and Zoraide. But theſe 


Riches cannot comfort me for her Death, 
nor any Time wear out of my Remembrance 
the uncommon Affection which occaſion'd 
it. O Abdallah! what a Mother have I 
loſt, and what a Friend are you deprived 
of ? When ſhe came hither, continued he, 


from Scanderoon, my Siſter and I believ'd 


we had ſeen a Spirit: But when we found 
it was really Zoraide, our Hearts melted 
with Tenderneſs and Joy. That Joy was 
ſoon over; for, the third Day after her 
Arrival at Aleppo, I found myſelf ſeiz d 
with the Diſtemper. She never quitted my 


Bedſide during my Illneſs, and to the on 
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F the took of me I owed my Life : But it 
proved fatal to her and my poor Siſter, 
who both caught the Infection by nurſing 
me; and having weaker Conf icutions were 
not able to ſtruggle with it fo well. My 
Siſter died firft, and Zoraide quickly fol- 
| low'd: When ſhe perceiv'd herſelf juſt ex- 
piring, ſhe call'd me to her, and bid me 
endeavour to find you out at Scanderoon, 
and let you know, that ſhe bequeathed to 
you the Portion ſhe had intended for my 
Siſter, amounting to five thouſand Pieces of 
Gold, as to the Man in theWorld ſhe moſt 
eſteem'd : She added, That to you ſhe re- 
commended me with her lateſt Breath, im- 
ploring you to take care of me for her Sake, 
and the Sake of her Sifter Zelis. _—- 
THz poor Boy was not able to go on 
with his Story any further. I accepted the 
Legacy, and did my utmoſt, to diſcharge 
worthily the Truſt conferred upon me: But 
my firſt Care was to bury Abderamen with 
all che Pomp that our Cuſtoms will admit. 
After ſome Time ſpent in ſettling the 
Affairs of my Pupil, and my own, 1 took 
a Paſſage on board an Eugliſhß Ship, and 
arrived happily in London. 
 T a now of a Fortune that is 
ſufficient to maintain Zelis in the Manner I 
deſire, and have nothing more to aſk of 
Heaven but an Opportunity of repaying 


your, 


you, O Selim, the Friendfhip and Goodneſs =o 


you have ſhewn me. | 


LETTER IXXX. 
SELIM to MIRZA at Iſpdhon. 


AM going, in the Confidence of Friend- 

ſhip, to give thee a Proof of theWeak- 
neſs of Human Nature, and the unaccoun- 
table Capriciouſneſs of our Paſſions. Since 
I deliver'd up Zelis to her Huſband, I 
have not enjoy'd a Moment's Peace. Her 
Beauty, which I ſaw without Emotion white 
ſhe continued in my Power, now ſhe is out 
of it, has fired me to that Degree that I 
have almoſt loſt my Reaſon. I cannot 


bear to ſee her in the Poſſeſſion of the Man 


to whom I gave her: If Shame, it Deſpair 
did not hinder it, I ſhould aſk him for her 
again, In this Uneafineſs and Diſorder 
of my Mind, there remains but one Part 
for me to take: 1 muſt fly from her Charms 
and my own Weakneſs; 1 muſt retire to 
my Seraglio in Perſia, and endeavour, by 
the Attractions of Variety, to efface 1 
M- 
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Impreſnon ſhe has made. I have more 
than compleated the four Years I propoſed 
to ſtay — * 2 and am now determin'd 
wo embarque for the Levant the inning 
ot next Month. It is my fix'd Reſolution 
to go away, without 1 Zelis the leaſt 
Intimation of the Cauſe of my Departure : 
Abdallah ſhall never know that I am his 
Rival; it would take too much from the 
Character of a Friend, Thou art the only 
one to whom I dare confide my Folly; and 
ſince it has hurt nobody but il I hope 
thou wilt rather ey than blame me for 1 1 
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LETTER LXXXI. 
SEL1M to MI RZ A at T/pahan. 


From London. 


Ship waits for me in the Mouth of 
the River Thames, * thou mayſt 
expect ere long to ſee thy Friend, with a 
Mind a good deal alter'd by his Travels, 
but a Heart which to thee is ſtill (be ſame. 
IT would be unjuſt and ungrateful in me 
to quit this Hand, without expreſſing a very 
high Eſteem of Lhe good Senſe, Sincerity, and 
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good Nature I have found among the Engliſh : "4 
To theſe Qualities I might alſo add Polite- 
neſs ; which certainly they have as a 
Title to as any of their Neighbours ; but I 
am afraid rhat this Accompliſhment has been 
acquir'd too much at the Expence of other 
Virtues more ſolid and eſſential. Of their 
Induſtry, their Commerce is a Proof; and 
for their Valour, let their Enemies declare it. 
Of tleir Faults I will at preſent ſay no more, 
but that many of them are wy introduced, 
and ſo contrary to the Genius of the People, 
that one wou'd hope they might be eaſily 
rooted out. They are undoubtedly, all 
Circumſtances conſider'd, a very Great, a 
very Powerful, and Happy Nation : but how 
long they ſhall continue ſo depends entirely 
on the Preſervation of their Liberty, To the 
Conſtitution of their Government alone are 
attach'd all theſe Bleſſings and Advantages: 
Shou'd That ever be corrupted or depraved, 
they muſt ex to become the moſt con- 
temptible, and moſt unbappy of Mankind. 
For what can ſo much aggravate the 
Wretchedneſs of an Oppreſs'd and Ruin'd 
People, as the Remembrance of former 
Freedom and Profperity ? All the Images 
and Traces of their Liberty, which, it is 
l no Change will quite deſtroy, muſt 
a perpetual Reproach and Torment to 
them, for having ſo degenerately parted with 
their Birth-right, And if Slavery is to be 
| | en- 


234 Perſian in ExeLany, &c. 
= endured, where is the Man that wou'd not 
= rather chuſe it, under the warm Sun of Agra 

or paban, than in the Northern Climate 
and barren Soil of England? 

TI THEREFORE take my Leave of my 
Friends here, with this affectionate, and 
well-deſign'd Advice, That they ſhou'd 
vigilantly watch over their Conſtitution, and 
guard it by thoſe Bulwarks which alone are 
able to ſecure it, Juſtice, Vigour, Perſeverance, 
and Frugality. 
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AGE q. Line 1. Inſtead of ſqueaking Eunuchs 
and a Penſion, read ſqueaking Eunuchs and Cor- 
ruption. | 
Page 21. Line 29. Inſtead of this Couple, read this 
Loving Couple. | n 
Page 59. Line 12. Inſtead of as in a Seragho; the 
Honour of the Husband is prefſerv'd the Malice of the 
Eunuchs, read, as in a Serag/io the Honour of the Hus- 
band is preſerv'd by the Malice of the Eunuchs, c. 
22 132. Line 31. Inſtead of Applauſed, read Ap- 
ule. 
a Page 135. Line 18. Inſtead of he ſhou'd have had 
an Eſtate that might have ſat him above Dependance, 
read, he ſhou'd have an Eſtate that might ſet bim 
above Dependance 
Page * Line 20. Inſtead of in a Letter, read in 
a former Letter. | | | 
Page 189. Line 20. Inſtead of not able to ſapport it 
ſelf, read able to ſupport it. 
Page 228. Line 27. Inſtead a , read as good. 
Page 230. Lane 6 Inſtead of FaEE-TuING-SLAVE, 
read FRkE-TRINKING SLAVE, 


— bd at 
* a 
- 


. 


* 
" 
OS 


o 1 * 


— 1 * 


ß — — — —¾d 


* un es ed "7 nn . 


' BOOKS ay 2 J. VII 
. near the Admiralty-Office, © 


HE Caryexnter's ComPanton, 

accurate and complete Treatiſe of 

Works, in which is contain'd various forts of 

Floors, Particions, Bridges, and eſpecially Roofs, with 

their manner of Framing, Truſſing, &c. made eaſy 
to all — in Building, but more particularly to 

—— To which is added, the five Orders of 

itecture, in a more eaſy and conciſe Method, than 

any yet publiſhed. Exemplified in about 100 Figures, 

finely Engrav'd upon ; 31 Plates. By James Smith, 


Carpenter, in a neat Poc 


2. The 2d Edition of the vou BuilLDers Ru- 
DIMENTS, teaching in a plain familiar way, by Que-# 
ſtion and Anſwer, all the moſt uſeful Parts of Geo- 
metry, Architecture, Mechanicks, Menſuration, _ 
Perſpective, c. To which are now added, the five” 
Orders, ſeveral beautiful Doors, Windows, &c. accord 
ing 25 Inigo Fones and others; adorned with = 

igures, curiouſly on Capper 
rice Bound 7s. 6d. "We 


adorned with fix curious Cuts, Deſigned by 


Mr. Kent, and Engraved by M. Tardieu at Paris, prin», +, 
ted upon a fine Royal Paper, in 4to. V. B. Britannia 


is now added, more than was to the Subſcribers Books, 


The Curs are fold ſeparate 2 28. 6 d. 
ws wry beautiful, and ft' to be * 


5. Tromsow's Four Seaſons, and all the ade 
Poems, with Cuts in 8vo. pr. 6 8, bound, 


6. The only compleat Caſe, 1 and Love Lee?” 
ters of Miſs Cadiere __ 2 B. Girard, a Jeſuit; 
wherein it i» proved, that her and fix other 


Female Votaris, by the abcuninable Jeſtitical Doftines 

of Quietiſm, Enchantment, Sorcery, and ſpiritual Inceſt, 

into the 1 * of Lewdneſs ok 
W 


et Volume. Price Bound 4 x. * 
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3. Tuousox's Four Seaſons, and other Poems, 
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. 5 1 0 24 8 S fold 14 1 jw 


15 Yea ad with Plates, in 4 neat Pocket Volumes: pr. 10 5. 
- mY bound. NB, It's poſitively a ffirm' d, that this Tryal coſt the 
1 Jeluits ſeveral Millions to ſereen their Brother from the 


=> _Odium of which they knew he was Guilty). 1 2 
5 * oy . Ide 24 Edition of 4 neu | hp Grammar, 
WK reaching a Perſon of an ordi Capacity, without the 
. help d a Maſter, to Read, Write, and Speak that 
Tongue, in leſs than half che uſual Time, in a Method 
* th never attempted before, viz. the Verbs, a V 
| v6 and the Dialogues, &c. printed in three Columns. 1. the 
Frireueb, as pronounced (leaving — Letters out that 
BY are not pronounced.) 2. the £ at £5 3. the French, 
gas written and Spelt. = J. — Teacher of 
FM the ſaid Tongue, at her Grace the Dutcheſs 01 Marlbo- 
| KY 2 Penh. Price Bound 2. 
1 8. RooxÞs Poetical Tranſlations of Viva's Silk 
Th. 1 Worms, &c. Price Bound z s. 6d. 
. vo 9. — XEx0PH0N's Epbefpan W or the 
88 Adventures of Abrecamas and Arnhia. Price 28. 6d. 
23 GEE 10. CLEoMEL1A, 0r-tha-Glaarons Miſlerlay 2nd two 


KK 
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* ether Novels. Price 18 6d. 


1 11. Reflections on the various EffeQs of Love, 
| * i bake Adirion of the Love Letets of Mam Q. of 
1 
1 7 Price Bound 4 8. n 

1 12 The MERCENARY Lovss,a Novel. Price 18. 


"oo 1 13. Haywoop's Love Letters, Price Bound 42 
14. Secret Memoirs of the late famous Dar and 
1 MB Mr. CAMPBELL, 2 many ſurpriſing 


| Hes ies of Witchcraft, Omens, Predeſtination, Sympa- 
| [TER "thy, Magic. 1 Virtues i od 

Stone, the 
| £5 44 ters, &c. N. B. Onb.of e ee e was 


4 oved by Affidavit, before the late Rt. Hon, Lord 
* Gre e Nin Price 
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ne. ee. Play or fem. r 
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